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October 6, 2025 
 
AVMA Council on Education  
1931 Meacham Rd, Suite 100 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 
Tel. (847) 925-8070  
Email: AVMA_COE@avma.org 
 
Dear Colleagues,  

At its September 28–30, 2025 meeting, the AVMA Council on Education (Council) convened for one of its 
two scheduled annual in-person sessions to conduct accreditation business. During this meeting, the 
Council reviewed a portion of the language in Standard 6 Students related to requirements for 
interactions with veterinary interns and residents. After considering the Standard’s intent, its 
implementation, and perspectives from a variety of stakeholders, the Council voted to pause 
implementation of the language below from the Accreditation Policies and Procedures of the AVMA 
Council on Education, July 2025 (P&P manual) pending further review.  
 
“Experiences with interns and residents must take place in clinical settings that are relevant to students’ 
career interests, and that allow students to explore common postgraduate educational opportunities.”  
 
The following language, which appears in earlier versions of the manual (December 2023, June 2024), is 
likewise subject to this pause.   
 
“Experiences with interns and residents must include experiences in a clinical setting.” 
 
While implementation is paused, the Council will not require programs to report on or comply with the 
language above. During this time, the Council will conduct a comprehensive review, which may result in 
the language being revised for clarity, left unchanged, or removed entirely.  This pause takes effect 
immediately. Please note that all remaining language in Standard 6 remains in effect and continues to 
be applied in accreditation reviews.  Please see the attached document for the complete version of 
Standard 6, including language currently in effect and language on pause. 
 
On behalf of the Council, I thank you for your continued engagement and collaboration that helps to 
make the accreditation process better.  Colleges may direct any additional specific compliance related 
questions to AVMA_COE@avma.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesse M. Hostetter, DVM, PhD, DACVP 
Chair, Council on Education 
 
JMH/slm 
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Following instructions set forth in the AVMA Council on Education’s “Dear Colleague” letter dated 
October 6, 2025, the Council will not implement requirements related to language in Standard 6 that is 
highlighted in gray.  (Accreditation Policies and Procedures of the AVMA Council on Education, July 2025) 

Standard 6 – Students (excerpted) 
 
All students must have direct experiences with veterinarians who are in post-DVM programs, including 
internships and residencies, to provide understanding of these career paths. Experiences with interns 
and residents must take place in clinical settings that are relevant to students’ career interests, and that 
allow students to explore common postgraduate educational opportunities. All students must have 
direct experiences with individuals (ideally veterinarians) who are pursuing advanced degrees (e.g., MS, 
PhD). Colleges should establish such post-DVM programs that complement and strengthen the 
professional program. Such programs must not adversely affect the veterinary student experience. 

 
Report of Evaluation Rubric  
All students have direct interactions in clinical settings with interns and residents relevant to the 
student’s interests. There is evidence that these experiences allow students to understand and explore 
common postgraduate career pathways. Y/MD/N 


