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January 15, 2025 
 
AVMA Council on Education 
1931 Meacham Rd, Suite 100 
Schaumburg IL 60173 
Tel. (847) 924-8070 
Email: AVMA_COE@avma.org 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
In August of 2024, we wrote to update the accredited and pre-accredited programs of the AVMA Council 
on Education (COE) on developments concerning the COE’s scope of recognition by the United States 
Department of Education (ED).   The COE is recognized by ED as an accreditor of programs leading to 
professional degrees in veterinary medicine.  In November of 2024, the COE’s recognition was extended 
by the Secretary of Education. The Secretary is also requiring COE to assure that its scope of recognition 
aligns with the delivery models used by its accredited programs, including those using distance 
education. COE must submit a compliance report addressing this alignment in late 2025.   
 
Change in Scope of Recognition 
Using definitions provided by ED in the Code of Federal Regulations, and the information received from 
accredited programs, the COE has determined that many of COE’s accredited programs are using 
distance education including in required areas of learning that cannot immediately change to in-person 
delivery.  The COE sought additional guidance from ED staff and found two available options to 
accomplish the alignment that ED requires: a) seek expansion of COE’s scope of recognition to include 
distance education, or b) direct programs using distance education to remove it from their curricula or 
risk having their accreditation withdrawn. The COE determined that the best pathway forward, and the 
one that will support programs, student learning, and minimize disruption was to request inclusion of 
distance education in its scope of recognition.  ED indicated that this could occur immediately. 
Accordingly, on January 8, 2025, the COE submitted a formal request to ED to include distance 
education in its scope of recognition.  
 
Moving Forward with the COE 
The receipt of the request by ED officially allows the COE to begin to evaluate and accredit programs 
delivering distance education immediately. However, this is only the first of multiple steps in the overall 
process.  Next, the COE must develop and codify policies and procedures to guide the use and 
evaluation of distance education in veterinary programs.  Between November 2024 and January 2025, 
the COE conducted a comprehensive survey of all its accredited and provisionally accredited programs 
to understand how and why distance education is being used, what resources are available for support, 
and what outcomes have been realized.  In addition, the COE collected stakeholder comments from over 
1,300 faculty, students, and DVMs on the use of distance education in veterinary medical education.  
Data generated from all these sources are being analyzed to inform the development of policies and 
procedures that will guide the use and quality assessment of distance education. To expedite the 
development of policies and procedures the COE is consulting with leading experts on the delivery and 
accreditation of distance education.  The policies will be designed to ensure that distance education is 
being used to meet or exceed the quality standards of veterinary medical education. The COE expects to 
finalize and post new policies in spring 2025.   
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For the COE to maintain its status as a recognized accreditor for programs delivering distance education, 
the COE must report to ED on the implementation and effectiveness of its policies and procedures for 
assessing the quality of all programs delivering distance education in the COE’s compliance report due at 
the end of 2025.  This will include reports on resulting accreditation actions. To meet this ED deadline, 
COE will develop and immediately implement new policies in spring 2025. The new policies will be 
applied to all site visits to evaluate programs seeking re-accreditation or initial accreditation thereafter.  
Reporting on compliance with new COE policies will be required in 2025 for all colleges that use distance 
education.    
 
The COE recognizes that a rapid shift to implement new policy means programs will have limited time to 
adjust to new requirements.   Immediately after the COE included distance education in its scope of 
recognition under ED, under federal regulations, the COE became responsible for overseeing distance 
education quality in the programs it accredits by using a framework designed specifically for such 
evaluation.  Programs may choose to remove distance education from their curriculum during this 
transition period, as they adapt to the new policies put forward by the COE.   
 
Updates on ED rules 
All programs should also be aware that on January 3, 2025, ED published a final set of new rules into the 
Federal Register, some of which will relate to distance education.  Further reading is available here; the 
COE suggests that programs consult with their institutions on the impact these new rules may have on 
future reporting requirements for distance education programs.  
 
A collaborative future 
The COE will continue to support the educational community during this time of transition.  The COE 
views this time of change as an opportunity to optimize the quality of a widely used learning modality 
for the benefit of students and the profession. Upon COE development and approval of new policies and 
procedures, the COE will provide additional guidance for programs on new requirements and 
expectations.  The COE will plan to host virtual and in-person forums to answer questions and provide 
needed clarification.  The COE will provide internal training for Council members and site visitors on the 
topic of distance education, to ensure high-quality assessment and oversight for its programs.  As with 
all COE policies, experience, feedback, and high-quality data will inform future policy revisions and 
updates to requirements for distance education.  Ensuring quality standards while promoting quality 
improvements for student education remain core objectives of the COE.   
 
Sincerely,   

 
 
Johanna (Joie) L. Watson, DVM, PhD, DACVIM (Large Animal Internal Medicine) 
Chair, Council on Education 
 
JLW/slm
 

https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-31031.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-releases-final-rules-improve-distance-education-reporting#:%7E:text=Starting%20July%201%2C%202027%2C%20the,distance%20education%20or%20correspondence%20courses

