Appendix 3
Images for the AVMA Guidelines for the Euthanasia of Animals: 2020 Edition (illustrations by Louis Clark, bio-graphix.com).
Making a Decision Regarding Euthanasia

Have I gathered all Euthanasia, using a systems view, is a process that involves Have I heard and
the relevant pre-euthanasia and handling procedures, euthanasia methods considered all
information? and agents, confirmation of death and disposal of the remains. relevant reasons?

Am I adequately informed about these practical aspects?

!

» | What should I consider before

A

proceeding?
\/ l \
What is the animal’s Do I have a conflict of What are my professional
(current/future) quality of life? duties between client, obligations and my ethical
Is the animal experiencing patient, other stakeholders, commitments?
unremitting pain? public health? What is the most acceptable
Can it be rehomed? method and agent of euthanasia
in this instance?

I

Other Basic Concerns

| (see also Part I of Guidelines) |

Have I considered the Have I considered the
worst case scenario? best case scenario?
Endeavor to avoid it. Endeavor to achieve it.

Figure |—Veterinarians may appeal to this decision tree as a way to decide whether euthanasia is
warranted when the proper course of action is not clear.

Evaluating the Morality of My Decision

Am I comfortable with my decision?
If there is something that troubles me, what is it?
If I was the client, would I accept the justification/reasons given?

Personal and Professional
Integrity

[\ How transparent was my decision process?

—_— S Did I involve all the relevant decision-makers appropriately?
Was I motivated by the right reasons?

l/ Did I do all that I was supposed to professionally?

Did the Were the interests or Did my actions
procedure rights of the client, produce the best
Outcomes result in the patient and relevant possible balance of
l/ best outcome others harmed by my benefits over harms, all

for the animal? actions? things considered?

Am I satisfied with the What does my conscience tell me?
Test of Conscience S process and outcome? Can I live with this action?

Did I do my best for the Is it defensible morally?
l/ client and patient? Scientifically?

Do my actions conform to Would I want If my actions
the AVMA’s Are my my actions to became public,
Guidelines and ethos? actions legal? ||  become standard would I feel shame?
veterinary practice?

Public Approval

Figure 2—When attempting to make the best decision possible in a thorough and balanced way, veterinar-
ians may find this decision matrix helpful. It can assist in assessing the morality of euthanasia in particular
cases, especially if they are less straightforward.

AVMA GUIDELINES FOR THE EUTHANASIA OF ANIMALS: 2020 EDITION 13





