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Appendix 3
Images for the AVMA Guidelines for the Euthanasia of Animals: 2020 Edition (illustrations by Louis Clark, bio-graphix.com).

Figure 1—Veterinarians may appeal to this decision tree as a way to decide whether euthanasia is 
warranted when the proper course of action is not clear.

Figure 2—When attempting to make the best decision possible in a thorough and balanced way, veterinar-
ians may find this decision matrix helpful. It can assist in assessing the morality of euthanasia in particular 
cases, especially if they are less straightforward.




