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            In this article:


	Learn about COVID-19 impacts on veterinary operations and supply chains.
	See how the virus that causes COVID-19 affects animals.
	Find information about protecting your team and practice with vaccination.
	Get COVID-19 communication tools and resources.



      
      

      


          

        
                  
            
  
    
      
            






      
  








  
    
          
          
        
            The COVID-19 pandemic has had an unprecedented impact on veterinarians, who play a critical role in protecting animal and public health, safeguarding our food supply, monitoring for zoonotic pathogens, and supporting biomedical research and medical countermeasures, such as development of COVID-19 diagnostics, treatments, and vaccines.


From the outset of the pandemic, the veterinary community rose to meet serious questions and challenges, innovating to serve patients and clients with creativity and dedication. Thank you to all veterinary responders for your essential contributions during the COVID-19 pandemic.


      
      

      


  
    
      
      
              








  

    
              
            
        
            
Delivering veterinary services

      

        
          
            Fortunately, veterinary practices have consistently been designated as essential healthcare business throughout the pandemic. Veterinary professionals quickly adapted and responded to changing conditions and recommendations to keep clients, patients, animal healthcare teams, and veterinary students and veterinary technician students safe—while providing needed veterinary services for all types of animals.


Telemedicine and curbside care have been particularly important tools to monitor the health of veterinary patients and protect veterinary teams during the pandemic.


Making curbside care efficient


Some practices have determined that curbside care is a service that is desired by their clients, so will continue offering it as a regular service beyond COVID-19. AVMA has developed several resources that support veterinary teams in  optimizing curbside care:


	Tips to make your operation more efficient 
	Clinic signage
	Best practices: Curbside safety and coverage
	License complaints under pandemic conditions



Patient care tools


The COVID-19 pandemic has continued to evolve, and local conditions have varied considerably. As always, clients have looked to the veterinary teams they trust for accurate information to support their animals’ care. Use these client handouts to share information about caring for and socializing animals under pandemic conditions and as we transition to endemicity:


	Preparing pets for your return to work
	Socializing dogs during COVID-19
	Testing your pet for SARS-CoV-2
	Caring for your pet with SARS-CoV-2
	Protecting animals by planning for their care



Supporting food supply chains


COVID-19 presented myriad challenges to the operation of veterinary practices, many of which safeguard the nation’s food supply. Veterinarians have long been a critical line of defense helping keep our food supplies safe, ensuring the safety of herds both large and small, as well as the safety of animal-sourced foods.


      
        

      

    


    
          
        
























  

    
              
            
        
            
COVID-19 and animals

      

        
          
            COVID-19 is the result of being infected with severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (or SARS-CoV-2). In addition to humans, some non-human animals may become infected with SARS-CoV-2. However, there is no compelling evidence that domestic animals readily transmit SARS-CoV-2 to people under normal circumstances.


Learn more about SARS-CoV-2 in animals, including clinical signs in cats and dogs.


      
        

      

    


    
          
        















  

    
              
            
        
            
COVID-19 vaccines and vaccination

      

        
          
            Protecting your team and practice


Vaccination is critical in the fight against COVID-19. As veterinary teams continue to provide needed healthcare services for our patients, it’s important that we and our team members get vaccinated if we and they are able. Vaccination is the best way for us to protect human health—of both team members and clients—as we continue to see patients and work within our communities. We not only protect ourselves by getting vaccinated; we protect those around us. And as trusted and respected professionals, we set an example by getting vaccinated and telling others why we’re doing so.


Building a defense against COVID-19 is a team effort, and veterinary professionals are key members of the team. In working to address COVID-19, we have an opportunity to work alongside our physician colleagues to support concepts of prevention and actualize One Health.
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