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State Legislative Summary 
October 2019 
 
This State Legislative Summary includes summaries of select bills tracked by the AVMA. 
 

Abuse Reporting / Civil Liability 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Florida HB 47 
Would have provided a veterinarian with civil or criminal 
immunity if he or she reports suspected animal cruelty to a law 
enforcement agency. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Florida 
SPB 
7000 

Would require: 
1. Any person mandated to investigate child abuse, while 

acting in his or her professional capacity, to report any 
knowledge or suspicion of animal abuse that has occurred 
at the same address within 72 hours; and 

2. The Department of Children and Families and the Florida 
Animal Control Association to develop a 1-hour training for 
all child protective investigators and animal control officers 
who are required to investigate child or animal abuse.   

Prefiled 
10/22/19 

Iowa SF 591 
Would have increased criminal penalties for mistreatment of 
certain animals other than livestock and wildlife. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Kentucky BR 288 

Would: 
1. Require a veterinarian to file a report to an animal control 

officer if he/she suspects that an animal has been abused; 
and 

2. Allow a veterinarian to release client information in cases of 
suspected animal abuse.  

Prefiled 
9/25/19 

Michigan SB 429 
Would require a licensed veterinarian to immediately report 
suspected animal abuse or neglect to an animal control shelter 
or law enforcement. 

In Senate 
11/12/19 

Minnesota 
HF 1530 
SF 1517 

Would have provided a licensed veterinarian with civil and 
criminal immunity if he or she reports a suspected incident of 
animal cruelty in good faith. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Missouri HB 111 
Would have granted a veterinarian immunity from civil liability if 
they report a suspected act of animal abuse to law enforcement 
in good faith. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 1170 

Would have required a veterinarian to report suspected 
incidents of animal cruelty to law enforcement and disclose 
records concerning the companion animal's condition and 
treatment. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 1211 
S 3415 

Would have required an individual charged with: 
1. Enforcing laws prohibiting cruelty to animals to file a report 

when he/she reasonably believes that abuse or 
maltreatment of a child has also occurred. 

2. The responsibility of filing a report of child abuse or 
maltreatment to also file a report of suspected animal 
abuse or maltreatment. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

 

 
 
 

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=62914
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66917
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66917
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=SF591
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/20RS/prefiled/BR288.html
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-SB-0429
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%201530&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF%201517&ssn=0&y=2019
http://www.house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB111&year=2019&code=R
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1170
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3415
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3415
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Animal Abuse and Registries 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Arizona HB 2588 

Would have required a person aged 18+ to register with the 
Department of Public Safety’s central animal abuser registry 
after he/she has been convicted of animal cruelty or animal 
fighting.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Delaware 

Dept of 
Health & 

Social 
Services 

4502 

This new regulation establishes: 
1. Minimum training requirements for the certification of 

animal welfare officers; and 
2. Procedures to document all complaints filed against 

officers/agents and conduct investigations of these 
complaints. 

Finalized
3/1/19 

Kansas HB 2161 
Would have established the Kansas Animal Abuse Offender 
Repository on or before Nov. 1, 2020.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Kentucky HB 37 
Would have required the Department of Kentucky State Police 
to develop and operate an animal abuse offender registry for 
offenders by Jan. 1, 2020. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Maryland 
HB 131 
HB 239 

Would have required the Department of Public Safety and 
Correctional Services to establish and maintain a central 
computerized registry of all persons convicted of animal abuse. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Massachusetts H 1445 
Would require the Department of Criminal Justice Information 
Services to establish a central computerized registry of all 
persons convicted of an animal abuse crime. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

5/14/19 

Mississippi SB 2692 

Would have required the Mississippi Criminal Information 
Center to post a publicly accessible list on its website of any 
person convicted of an animal abuse offense on or after Jan. 1, 
2020. 

Failed 
2/5/19 

Missouri HB 44 
Would have created the Missouri Animal Abuser Registration 
Act. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 719         
S 278 

Would have established an animal abuser registry system that 
would require the continuing registration of animal abuse 
offenders and allow for the public disclosure of certain 
information pertaining to those offenders. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey A 2686 

Would have: 
1. Established continuing education course requirements for 

certified animal control officers or animal cruelty 
investigators; and  

2. Required each officer to complete 15 contact hours of 
approved continuing education courses each year.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 4099     
A 4114     
S 381 

Would have directed the Department of Health and Senior 
Services to establish a readily identifiable location on the 
Department’s website where any member of the public may 
access the list of such violators. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 1090 
S 2602 

Would have established a crime database of all convictions 
entered in New York State that involve animal cruelty, fighting, 
neglect, abandonment, and mistreatment. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 4913     
S 1526 

Would have required a convicted animal abuser to register their 
name and address with the Division of Criminal Justice 
Services. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 5366 
Would have established a central registry of individuals 
convicted of animal abuse. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/72222?SessionId=121
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/september2018/proposed/22%20DE%20Reg%20197%2009-01-18.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/september2018/proposed/22%20DE%20Reg%20197%2009-01-18.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/september2018/proposed/22%20DE%20Reg%20197%2009-01-18.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/september2018/proposed/22%20DE%20Reg%20197%2009-01-18.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/september2018/proposed/22%20DE%20Reg%20197%2009-01-18.htm
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/hb2161/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb37.html
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=HB0131&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=HB0131&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=HB0239&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1445
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2019/pdf/history/SB/SB2692.xml
http://www.house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB44&year=2019&code=R
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A1000/719_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A1000/719_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A3000/2686_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4500/4099_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4500/4099_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4500/4099_I1.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2602
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2602
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S1526
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A5366
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North Carolina 
SB 423 
SB 497 

Would have required the North Carolina State Bureau of 
Investigation to post a publicly accessible list online of any 
person convicted of an animal abuse offense beginning 
January 1, 2020. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Ohio HB 145 
Would require the Attorney General to establish and maintain 
an animal abuser registry. 

Introduced 
3/19/19 

Pennsylvania HB 337 
Would establish a county-level registry of animal abuse 
offenders and repeat offenders in a particular jurisdiction. 

Introduced 
2/1/19 

Washington HB 1919 

This new law requires the Washington State Patrol to create a 
central repository for local law enforcement agencies to report 
incidents of animal abuse, animal neglect, animal fighting, and 
animal sexual abuse. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
4/29/19 

 

Animal Confinement and Tethering 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Alabama SB 262 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited any person from leaving a domestic animal in a 

motor vehicle unattended in a manner that creates an 
unreasonable risk of injury or harm to the animal; and 

2. Specified that a vehicle with an ambient interior 
temperature of 99 degrees Fahrenheit or less shall be 
presumed safe. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Delaware SB 139 

Would prohibit a dog from: 
1. Being confined outside and unattended during any period 

in which a hazardous weather advisory or warning has 
been issued by the National Weather Service or where 
conditions pose a serious adverse risk to the dog's health 
and safety; 

2. Being tethered for more than 2 hours when the dog's owner 
is not present on the property; and 

3. Running at-large without a leash in public outdoor settings, 
with the exception of working dogs. 

Passed 
Senate 
6/18/19 

Florida SB 1738 
Would have charged a person with animal cruelty if he or she 
leaves a dog outside and unattended by use of a restraint 
during a man-made or natural disaster. 

Failed 
5/3/19 

Iowa SF 369 

Would have: 
1. Allowed a law enforcement officer to forcibly rescue an 

animal from a locked vehicle if he or she believes the 
animal may be suffering distress due to extreme 
temperature or lack of ventilation; 

2. Required the officer to provide the animal’s owner with 
written notice of the rescue and where the animal can be 
claimed; and 

3. Required local law enforcement to provide for the animal’s 
maintenance. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Maine 
LD 556 

(SP 178) 

Would have allowed a person to enter a motor vehicle to 
remove an animal if the person: 
1. Made reasonable efforts to locate a motor vehicle's owner; 
2. Notified law enforcement before entering the vehicle; 
3. Determined that the vehicle is locked and there is no other 

reasonable means for exit; 

Failed 
3/21/19 

https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/S423/True
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/S497/True
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-145
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=337
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1919&Year=2019&Chamber=House
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/936278e0a1aaa456f05d355dfebc7ddd5b8c1337b66c89519d4d14800fd54e863e6bef4e10c52076483cd8b08dedf0b4
http://www.legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=47624
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66060
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=SF369
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=SP0178&SessionID=13
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=SP0178&SessionID=13
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4. Used no more force than is reasonably necessary to enter 
the vehicle and remove the animal; 

5. Had a good faith belief that entry is necessary because the 
animal's safety, health, or well-being appears to be in 
immediate danger from heat, cold or lack of adequate 
ventilation and the conditions could reasonably be 
expected to cause extreme suffering or death; and 

6. Remained with the animal in a safe location in reasonable 
proximity to the vehicle until an authorized person arrives. 

Maryland HB 501 
Would have prohibited a dog from being left unattended and 
tethered outside for longer than 30 minutes when the 
temperature is above 90F or below 32F. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Massachusetts H 1444 

Would: 
1. Prohibit a companion animal from being left outside during 

extreme weather including extreme heat, cold, wind, rain, or 
hail or any weather condition which poses an adverse risk 
to the animal’s health and safety; and 

2. Specify that companion animal guardians and/or any 
person who abuses a companion animal shall have the 
animal seized by animal control. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

5/14/19 

Massachusetts 
H 1822 
S 989 
S 990 

Would prohibit a dog owner from chaining, confining, or 
tethering a dog: 
1. Outside and unattended for longer than 5 hours; 
2. Outside from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.; and 
3. In a manner that allows the dog to leave the owner's, 

guardian's or keeper's property. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

9/24/19 

Nebraska LB 548 

Would have prohibited an animal from being restrained with a 
tether and left unattended in the event of a severe weather 
event, natural disaster, or after a mandatory or voluntary 
evacuation order has been issued by a governmental authority. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 4630 

Would have prohibited a person from confining a companion 
animal in a motor vehicle in extreme heat or cold without proper 
ventilation where such confinement places the animal in 
imminent danger of death or serious injury due to exposure to 
such extreme heat or cold. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Carolina HB 779 

Would have required the Board of Agriculture, in consultation 
with the State Veterinarian, to establish minimum humane 
standards for cows, poultry, and swine that, at a minimum: 
1. Prohibit a farm owner from tethering or confining any calf 

raised for veal, egg-laying hen, or swine during pregnancy 
for all, or most of a day, in a manner that prevents the 
animal from lying down, standing up, fully extending his or 
her limbs, or turning around freely; 

2. Require a farm owner to ensure that all on-farm killing of 
cows or swine be performed in a humane manner using 
methods explicitly deemed "acceptable" by the AVMA; and 

3. Prohibit a farm owner from engaging in the transport or 
sale of any cow or calf too sick or injured to stand and walk 
for use in the human food supply. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Pennsylvania SB 551 

Would prohibit any person from knowingly leaving a dog 
outside and beyond a person’s visual range for more than 15 
consecutive minutes in an area in which a severe weather 
advisory or warning has been issued by the National Weather 

Introduced 
5/28/19 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=HB0501&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1444
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1822
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S989
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S990
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=36808
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A4630
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/H779/True
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=551
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Service or if the temperature is below 32° Fahrenheit or above 
90° Fahrenheit. 

Utah SB 142 

Would have charged a person with animal cruelty if he/she 
knowingly leaves a dog unattended in a manner that prevents 
the dog from reaching shelter when exposed to extreme 
weather conditions. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Virginia SB 1025 

This new law states that the outdoor tethering of a companion 
animal is not adequate shelter if it is conducted: 
1. When the actual or effective outdoor temperature is 32 

degrees Fahrenheit or lower, or 85 degrees Fahrenheit or 
higher;  

2. During a heat advisory issued by a local or state authority; 
or 

3. During the effective period for a severe weather warning 
issued for the area by the National Weather Service. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
4/29/19 

West Virginia 
HB 2185 

SB 35 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person from leaving an animal unattended and 

confined in a motor vehicle when physical injury to, or death 
of, the animal is likely to result; and 

2. Provided law enforcement agents with civil and criminal 
immunity when they retrieve an animal from a motor 
vehicle.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

West Virginia 
HB 2461  
SB 245 

Would have charged a person with felony aggravated animal 
cruelty if they leave an animal unattended and confined in a 
motor vehicle resulting in the death of the animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

 

Animal Diseases/Reporting 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Alabama 
HB 244 
SB 160 

Would have provided for the possession of certain Canidae or 
Felidae for which there is no USDA licensed rabies vaccine. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Arkansas HB 1623 
Would have required a seller to provide a buyer with a 
veterinarian certificate of the rabies vaccination when he or she 
sells a dog, 12 weeks or older, for profit. 

Failed 
4/24/19 

Connecticut HB 6248 

Would have: 
1. Allowed veterinarians to vary from vaccine dosage 

protocols when in the best interest and the health of an 
animal; and 

2. Administered a rabies antibody titer to determine the need 
for a rabies booster vaccine. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Connecticut HB 6947 
Would have allowed limited exemptions and provide clarity for 
the state's rabies vaccinations regulations. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Delaware HB 214 

Would enable licensed veterinarians to exempt an animal from 
the mandated rabies vaccination, if the veterinarian determines 
that the vaccine would endanger the animal's health and a titer 
test may be administered to assist in determining the necessity 
of the vaccine. 

Passed 
House 
6/30/19 

Delaware 

Dept. of 
Ag.         

3 DE 
Admin. 
Code 
901 

This regulation: 
1. Prohibits a dealer, broker, or poultry market operator from 

slaughtering any poultry, other than for humane euthanasia 
or disease control, that are on the premises of the dealer or 
broker or on the premises of a sales establishment; 

Finalized 
2/1/19 

http://le.utah.gov/~2019/bills/static/SB0142.html
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+SB1025
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=2185&year=2019&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=245&year=2019&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/a544ececf0d5de92dec5597da12d0827f4f3bf7dab602c5045d2e3f12ec8ec7a616b929a900885e31a5d7198509b2d7e
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/9433d220dc106794abaa23accbce70238a712a099e8d88f92bfd463876532c8f48b3177fb929dbb377e2bdee50b1ce0c
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1623
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB06248&which_year=2019
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB06947&which_year=2019
http://www.legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=47669
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/december2018/proposed/22%20DE%20Reg%20434%2012-01-18.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/december2018/proposed/22%20DE%20Reg%20434%2012-01-18.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/december2018/proposed/22%20DE%20Reg%20434%2012-01-18.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/december2018/proposed/22%20DE%20Reg%20434%2012-01-18.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/december2018/proposed/22%20DE%20Reg%20434%2012-01-18.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/december2018/proposed/22%20DE%20Reg%20434%2012-01-18.htm
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2. Requires live poultry, except doves and pigeons, to show 
proof of a negative avian influenza PCR test within 21 days 
prior to entering Delaware for any purpose; 

3. Requires live poultry and hatching eggs, except doves and 
pigeons, to meet one of the following conditions to enter 
Delaware: 
a. Must be from a flock that participates in and meets the 

requirements of the "NPIP U.S. Pullorum-Typhoid 
Clean" program; 

b. Individual birds over 4 months of age must be tested 
negative for pullorum-typhoid using an NPIP-approved 
test within 90 days prior to entry and be accompanied 
by a negative pullorum test report; 

c. Must originate from a flock enrolled in an Pullorum-
Typhoid clean program approved by DDA; or 

d. Must originate from a flock in which birds are 4 months 
of age or older and a minimum of 300 birds are tested 
negative or the entire flock is tested negative, if the 
flock is smaller than 300 birds; and 

4. Prohibits live poultry and other avian species originating 
from a quarantined area from moving within or entering 
Delaware without an official movement permit approved in 
advance by the State Veterinarian. 

District of 
Columbia 

Dept of 
Health 

N008306
8 

Would require a dog or cat: 
1. That is 4 months old to be vaccinated against rabies and 

distemper by a licensed veterinarian; and 
2. To receive a booster vaccination 12 months after the date 

of the initial vaccination and vaccination against rabies 
every 3 years thereafter. 

Proposed 
6/21/19 

Georgia HB 713 

Would have exempted an animal from the state’s rabies 
vaccination requirement if a licensed veterinarian determines, 
in writing, that a rabies inoculation would compromise the 
animal’s health. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Idaho 

Dept of 
Ag 

02-0420-
1901 

This new regulation: 
1. Reduces the Brucellosis test eligible age of cattle/bison 

from 18 months to 12 months; and 
2. Removes “Idaho origin” as a prerequisite for adult 

Brucellosis vaccination of cattle/bison. 

Finalized 
11/6/19 

Idaho 

Dept of 
Ag 

02-0421-
1901 

This new regulation: 
1. Amends the Extended Validity Equine Certificate to allow 

participation in an electronic certificate program and modify 
the requirements of the certificate; 

2. Amends entry permit language to allow for the use of 
Idaho’s online livestock entry permit database; and 

3. Removes the Brucellosis testing requirement for import of 
domestic cervidae that originate from a state/region that is 
declared free of Brucellosis. 

Finalized 
11/6/19 

Illinois SB 131 

This new law requires every cat to receive a rabies vaccination 
by a licensed veterinarian if the cat is 4 months old or older. 
Every cat shall have a second rabies vaccination within one 
year of the first. 

Signed 
into law 
on 8/9/19 

Illinois 
Dept. of 
Ag. 8 Ill. 

Adm. 

This new regulation: 
1. Requires a reactor and all other equidae found to be 

exposed to Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) to be 

Finalized 
4/12/19 

https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=83068
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=83068
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=83068
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=83068
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/display/20192020/HB/713
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/09.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/09.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/09.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/09.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/09.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/09.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/09.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/09.pdf
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=SB&DocNum=131
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume42/register_volume42_issue43.pdf
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume42/register_volume42_issue43.pdf
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume42/register_volume42_issue43.pdf
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Code 
116 

quarantined and submitted to the Department of Agriculture 
for an EIA test within 3 months; 

2. Allows the animal’s owner to have their private veterinarian 
conduct the EIA test at their own expense; and 

3. Specifies that negative retest results on the exposed 
equidae shall be reason for release from quarantine. 

Iowa HF 474 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person from owning or possessing a dog, 6 

months of age or older, unless he or she obtains rabies 
vaccination credentials;  

2. Required a licensed veterinarian to issue rabies prevention 
credentials when he or she administers a vaccination:  
a. A rabies vaccination certificate; and  
b. A rabies vaccination tag; and 

3. Allowed a veterinarian to determine that a dog does not 
require a rabies vaccination based on an evaluation of a 
report prepared by a qualified laboratory. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Kansas SB 117 

Would have:  
1. Required any person who knows, or has reason to believe, 

a dog or cat has an infectious disease to report it to the 
Animal Health Commissioner if the Commissioner has 
ordered any infectious disease to be reported; 

2. Prohibited a person from selling any dog or cat that is: 
a. Infected with a contagious or infectious disease; or 
b. Currently under treatment for a contagious or infectious 

disease by a licensed veterinarian; 
3. Prohibited a person from transporting a dog or cat into 

Kansas without first having the animal inspected and 
passed under certificate of health as required by the 
Commissioner. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Kansas 

Dept of 
Ag. 

KAR 9-
18-23 

Would allow the transfer and adoption of feline 
immunodeficiency virus-positive (FIV) cats. Proposed 

8/1/19 

Louisiana 
Dept of 
Health 
LAC 51 

This new regulation:  
1. Updates the Louisiana immunization schedule in 

accordance with the Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practice of the United States Public Health Service; and  

2. Requires the interval between rabies vaccination for dogs 
and cats to conform to the Compendium of Animal Rabies 
Prevention and Control. 

Finalized 
5/20/19 

Michigan HB 4833 

Would prohibit the importation of a live cervid: 
1. Unless it is accompanied by an official interstate health 

certificate or official interstate certificate of veterinary 
inspection; 

2. From a region in which a cervid has tested positive for 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in the preceding 10 years; 
and 

3. Into, or out of, a local unit of government that the 
Department has identified as an area in which a cervid has 
tested positive for CWD.  

Introduced 
8/28/19 

Minnesota 
Bd of 

Animal 
Health 

Would: 
1. Change the Mycoplasma requirement for importation to 

only require this specific disease requirement for turkey 

Proposed 
10/30/19 

https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume42/register_volume42_issue43.pdf
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume42/register_volume42_issue43.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=HF474
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/sb117/
http://www.kssos.org/pubs/register%5C2019%5CVol_38_No_31_August_1_2019_pages_971-994.pdf
http://www.kssos.org/pubs/register%5C2019%5CVol_38_No_31_August_1_2019_pages_971-994.pdf
http://www.kssos.org/pubs/register%5C2019%5CVol_38_No_31_August_1_2019_pages_971-994.pdf
http://www.kssos.org/pubs/register%5C2019%5CVol_38_No_31_August_1_2019_pages_971-994.pdf
http://www.doa.la.gov/osr/REG/1902/1902.pdf
http://www.doa.la.gov/osr/REG/1902/1902.pdf
http://www.doa.la.gov/osr/REG/1902/1902.pdf
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-HB-4833
http://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/status/document/RD-04533-1.pdf
http://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/status/document/RD-04533-1.pdf
http://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/status/document/RD-04533-1.pdf
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R-04533 hatching eggs, poults, and turkeys from commercial turkey 
hatcheries or breeding flocks instead of all turkey hatching 
eggs, poults, and turkeys; and 

2. Remove the Mycoplasma testing and hatching requirement 
for small, backyard Minnesota producers and hobbyists 
who have an interest in raising heritage or exhibition 
breeds of turkeys.  

Mississippi 

Bd of 
Animal 
Health 
Subp 2, 
Ch. 12, 

Sec. 109-
110 

Would require all dogs, cats, and ferrets: 
1. Three months or older transported or moved into the state 

for any purpose to be accompanied by proof of current 
rabies vaccination per guidelines outlined in the National 
Association of State Public Health Veterinarians Rabies 
Compendium; and 

2. To have an official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection 
issued by an accredited veterinarian for exhibition, change 
of ownership, adoption, or unaccompanied by owner with 
the following compliance: 
a. Apparently healthy and free from all contagious and 

infectious diseases and recent exposure thereto; and 
b. Did not originate within an area under quarantine for 

rabies, or exposure. 

Proposed 
7/16/19 

Mississippi 
BAH 

Subpart 
2, Ch. 12 

Would: 
1. Prohibit hoofed animals from entering the State of 

Mississippi that originate from a premise currently 
quarantined for Vesicular Stomatitis (VS); 

2. Require all hoofed animals to be examined by an 
accredited veterinarian if they enter from a county which 
contains a premise currently quarantined for VS and be 
accompanied by a Certificate of Veterinary Inspection; and 

3. Require a veterinarian to determine whether the hoofed 
animal is free from signs of VS within 5 days prior to arrival.  

Proposed 
8/21/19 

Montana 

Dept of 
Livestock 

32-19-
297 

This new regulation allows the Department of Livestock to track 
and manage diseases of special interest to Montana's livestock 
industries. 
 
The Department removed language pertaining to importation of 
restricted or prohibited alternative livestock because it received 
multiple comments on the proposed rule. 

Finalized 
10/18/19 

Montana 

Dept of 
Livestock

32-19-
298 

Would: 
1. Require all goats over 18 months of age to be identified; 
2. Amend the definition of bill of sale and certificate of 

veterinary inspection to reflect current practices regarding 
the inspection of alternative livestock; 

3. Amend definitions for exposed and trace herds/animals; 
4. Increase the time of exposure to 5 years for all categories 

to reflect newly published USDA Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) herd certification program standards; 

5. No longer require animals to be inspected by a veterinarian 
prior to transport to a veterinary hospital for emergency 
treatment; and 

6. Allow the state veterinarian to deny the importation to 
include presence of CWD or lack of an established 
surveillance program for wildlife to address the potential 

Proposed 
9/20/19 

http://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/status/document/RD-04533-1.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024241b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024241b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024241b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024241b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024241b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024241b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024241b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024363b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024363b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024363b.pdf
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9159
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9159
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9159
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9159
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9361
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9361
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9361
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9361
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risk of importing a CWD positive animal in the absence of 
an approved ante-mortem test. 

Montana 

Dept of 
Livestock 

32-19-
299 

Would: 
1. Prohibit animals or animal semen from being brought into 

Montana without a certificate of veterinary inspection or 
other documentation; 

2. Allow the Department of Livestock to require a permit for 
animals, animal semen, or animal biologics brought into 
Montana; and 

3. Prohibit livestock infected with or exposed to brucellosis, 
tuberculosis, or any communicable animal disease from 
entering Montana unless destined directly for slaughter at a 
slaughterhouse under USDA supervision. 

Proposed 
9/20/19 

Montana 
PHHS 
37-887 

This new regulation requires a local health officer to: 
1. Electronically report any animal exposure that may result in 

a risk of rabies transmission to a human by a species 
susceptible to rabies infection within 7 calendar days of the 
recommendation or administration; and 

2. Arrange for the animal to be observed for signs of illness 
during a 10-day observation period at an animal shelter, 
veterinary facility, or other adequate facility. 

Finalized 
10/4/19 

Nebraska LB 61 

This new law requires: 
1. Every young domestic animal to be vaccinated against 

rabies at 3 months, revaccinated 1 year later, and given 
booster vaccinations at intervals consistent with the vaccine 
labeling; 

2. The Department of Health and Human Services adopt rules 
for the control and prevention of rabies that generally 
comply with the recommendations of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention; and 

3. Any domestic animal which has bitten any person to be 
subject to post-incident management. 

Signed 
into law 

on 3/12/19 

Nebraska 
D-HHS 

173 NAC 
5 

Would: 
1. Require young domestic and hybrid animals be initially 

vaccinated against rabies at 3 months of age and can be 
considered immunized within 28 days; 

2. Specify the rabies control requirements for seizure, 
confinement, testing, and disposition of domestic animals 
that expose humans to rabies; and 

Specify the requirements for post-exposure management of 
domestic animals and livestock. 

Proposed 
9/25/19 

Nevada 

State Bd 
of Health   

NAC 
441A.040
441A.430 

Would: 
1. Amend the definition of communicable diseases; and 
2. Require an animal’s head to be removed and submitted to 

the State Department of Agriculture for rabies testing if at 
any time the animal is euthanized during post-exposure 
management. 

Proposed 
1/28/19 

New 
Hampshire 

HB 331 

Would have:  
1. Allowed veterinarians to make decisions regarding the 

amount of rabies vaccine administered and to vary from the 
vaccine dosage protocols when in the best interests for 
health of the animal, and administer a rabies antibody titer 
test to determine the need for a rabies booster vaccine; 

Failed 
3/7/19 

http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9360
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9360
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9360
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9360
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9303
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9303
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=37212
http://www.sos.ne.gov/rules-and-regs/regtrack/proposals/2097.pdf
http://www.sos.ne.gov/rules-and-regs/regtrack/proposals/2097.pdf
http://www.sos.ne.gov/rules-and-regs/regtrack/proposals/2097.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Register/2018Register/R187-18I.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Register/2018Register/R187-18I.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Register/2018Register/R187-18I.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Register/2018Register/R187-18I.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Register/2018Register/R187-18I.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_status.aspx?lsr=0595&sy=2019&sortoption=billnumber&txtsessionyear=2019&txtlsrnumber=0595
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2. Required the results of the rabies antibody titer test to be 
recorded on a rabies immunity certificate; and 

3. Specified that after the initial rabies titer which has a level 
that will prove positive, the next titer shall be required in 3 
years, but may be tested annually at the discretion of the 
licensed veterinarian. 

New 
Hampshire 

HB 426 
Would have established a committee that studies allowing town 
clerks to accept proof of certain rabies vaccine exemptions to 
register dogs. 

Failed 
3/7/19 

New Jersey 
A 3684 
S 3366 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited any rabies testing from being performed on a 

dead animal until the health official requiring, or the 
veterinarian performing, the rabies testing and the owner of 
the animal have complied with specific requirements; and 

2. Required any health official or veterinarian to notify at the 
first opportunity the owner of the animal, if known, verbally 
and in writing, of the: 
a. Necessity of the rabies testing and the reasons 

therefor; 
b. Rabies testing protocol to be followed; 
c. Protocol to be followed for the handling of the animal’s 

body; 
d. Protocol to be followed for the disposal of the animal’s 

body or its return to the owner; and 
e. Possibility of decapitation of the animal and, if 

decapitated, the possible loss of the animal’s head after 
completion of the rabies testing. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 1696 
Would have allowed a livestock owner to directly purchase 
killed rabies vaccine for the purpose of vaccinating his/her own 
livestock. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 

Dept of 
Env. 

Consvn 
SGC-40-
18-00006 

Would: 
1. Extend the prohibition on importing whole carcasses of 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) susceptible animals from 
select states and provinces to include all jurisdictions 
outside New York; and 

2. Require the owners of captive-bred CWD susceptible 
animals to continuously comply with the captive cervid 
health requirements as adopted by the Department of 
Agriculture and Markets. 

Proposed 
8/7/19 

North Carolina HB 808 

Would have: 
1. Specified that cats must wear rabies vaccination tags 

unless they are exempt from wearing the tags by local 
ordinance or are unowned outdoor cats that have been ear-
tipped to indicate vaccination; and 

2. Allowed an animal surrendered to an animal shelter by the 
animal's owner and not reclaimed by that owner to be 
transferred to another animal shelter.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oklahoma 
HB 2170 
SB 565 

Would have allowed the State Veterinarian to issue emergency 
orders governing animals including issuing stop movement 
orders for all livestock to determine the precise location of 
foreign animal disease. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oklahoma 
HB 2174 
SB 545 

This new law allows the State Board of Agriculture to reinstitute 
a program of brucellosis eradication based on the advice of the 
State Veterinarian and in consultation with the USDA. 

Signed 
into law 

on 4/16/19 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_status.aspx?lsr=0642&sy=2019&sortoption=billnumber&txtsessionyear=2019&txtlsrnumber=0642
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3500/3366_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3500/3366_I1.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1696
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/fdd6515ffeb4b0583cf3a8f05b5da36c619f197f6d4058a28a39e6fb2e378d9197cf0208956b24c9711c08fa60248826
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/fdd6515ffeb4b0583cf3a8f05b5da36c619f197f6d4058a28a39e6fb2e378d9197cf0208956b24c9711c08fa60248826
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/fdd6515ffeb4b0583cf3a8f05b5da36c619f197f6d4058a28a39e6fb2e378d9197cf0208956b24c9711c08fa60248826
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/fdd6515ffeb4b0583cf3a8f05b5da36c619f197f6d4058a28a39e6fb2e378d9197cf0208956b24c9711c08fa60248826
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/fdd6515ffeb4b0583cf3a8f05b5da36c619f197f6d4058a28a39e6fb2e378d9197cf0208956b24c9711c08fa60248826
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/H808/True
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=HB%202170&session=1900
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=HB%202170&session=1900
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB%20545&session=1900
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB%20545&session=1900
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Pennsylvania 
Dept of 

Ag. 
49-7/209 

Would:  
1. Require the Department of Agriculture to enter an Interstate 

Quarantine Order; and  
2. Impose importation Tuberculosis testing and documentation 

requirements for cattle, bison, camelid, and goat species. 

Proposed 
2/16/19 

Pennsylvania 
Dept of 

Ag. 
49-9/295 

Would establish an Interstate Quarantine Order related to the 
shipment of poultry from states where Virulent or Exotic 
Newcastle Disease has been detected, there is reasonable 
suspicion it exists, or it has been confirmed. 

Proposed 
3/2/19 

Pennsylvania 

Dept of 
Ag 

49-23/ 
858, 859 

Would establish reasonable requirements to allow for 
movement of swine and products into and within Pennsylvania 
for exhibition purposes, while protecting against the 
introduction of African Swine Fever into the commercial swine 
population. 

Proposed 
6/8/19 

Pennsylvania 

Dept of 
Ag      
49-

24/894 

Would: 
1. Establish quarantine restrictions and standards with 

respect to training and testing of persons to become 
licensed as Certified Poultry Technicians; and 

2. Provide standards for the collection of samples for testing 
and rapid testing for regulatory purposes other than the 
detection of pullorum disease in poultry. 

Proposed 
6/15/19 

Pennsylvania 

Dept of 
Ag      
49-

24/895 

Would establish quarantine restrictions and standards with 
respect to health requirements for poultry entering 
Pennsylvania exhibitions. 

Proposed 
6/15/19 

South Carolina S 306 

Would have: 
1. Allowed a licensed veterinarian to administer a rabies 

antibody titer to determine whether to administer a rabies 
booster vaccine to a pet; and 

2. Required a titer, that shows an adequate immune 
response, be accepted in lieu of a rabies booster 
vaccination for all legal requirements. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Tennessee 

Dept of 
Ag 

0080-02-
01 

Would: 
1. Prohibit the importation of cervidae from an origin within 50 

miles of a location where CWD has been detected by a 
state or federal animal health control official; and 

2. Require imported cervidae be identified by two forms of 
identification, one of which must be USDA official 
identification. 

Proposed 
7/22/19 

Texas 

TAHC 
4 TAC 
38.1-
38.3, 
38.6 

This new regulation requires: 
1. All Texas origin bulls sold for breeding purposes in Texas 

meet these testing or certification requirements prior to 
sale: 
a. Be certified as a virgin, by the breeder or 

representative, on and accompanied by a breeder's 
certificate of virgin status; or 

b. If from a herd of unknown status be tested negative on 
three consecutive culture tests conducted within 60 
days of the sale or movement; 

2. A seller provides written disclosure for female cattle that 
have been exposed or potentially exposed to a 
Trichomoniasis positive bull within the previous 6 months at 
the time of sale.  

Finalized 
9/27/19 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/b02f0622b7790ed1bf4e42db65a22f2b4fa8febe9d9ec6b2c79f9c8d797c4bb70319c7967a3c5da94dd86342a51e443e
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/b02f0622b7790ed1bf4e42db65a22f2b4fa8febe9d9ec6b2c79f9c8d797c4bb70319c7967a3c5da94dd86342a51e443e
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/b02f0622b7790ed1bf4e42db65a22f2b4fa8febe9d9ec6b2c79f9c8d797c4bb70319c7967a3c5da94dd86342a51e443e
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/48a8ee36df824943725242da52a003615f1da672ff63614289b72e0fd0c325c399594443f28d6bda530e3cc8b136f8a3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/48a8ee36df824943725242da52a003615f1da672ff63614289b72e0fd0c325c399594443f28d6bda530e3cc8b136f8a3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/48a8ee36df824943725242da52a003615f1da672ff63614289b72e0fd0c325c399594443f28d6bda530e3cc8b136f8a3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/c4f326bdd6a0d629a8b08ed3e4bc878a3c3e503a82075b7aaa69edd432129f8b6d9d10e037e4c645f85279f393e29d1d
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/c4f326bdd6a0d629a8b08ed3e4bc878a3c3e503a82075b7aaa69edd432129f8b6d9d10e037e4c645f85279f393e29d1d
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/c4f326bdd6a0d629a8b08ed3e4bc878a3c3e503a82075b7aaa69edd432129f8b6d9d10e037e4c645f85279f393e29d1d
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/c4f326bdd6a0d629a8b08ed3e4bc878a3c3e503a82075b7aaa69edd432129f8b6d9d10e037e4c645f85279f393e29d1d
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/4a4d775bae29ef2dd35e23c2faeb19692d322ce3058d97637e05996cf8546d0567503fff2b7d2ee423f88f3d163d0fb3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/4a4d775bae29ef2dd35e23c2faeb19692d322ce3058d97637e05996cf8546d0567503fff2b7d2ee423f88f3d163d0fb3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/4a4d775bae29ef2dd35e23c2faeb19692d322ce3058d97637e05996cf8546d0567503fff2b7d2ee423f88f3d163d0fb3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/4a4d775bae29ef2dd35e23c2faeb19692d322ce3058d97637e05996cf8546d0567503fff2b7d2ee423f88f3d163d0fb3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/836b7d28883ba478844f69432405516348441c1e7b8444a52f318c24b6f9e989dd3034321e13ae6fd500d477dbb37c19
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/836b7d28883ba478844f69432405516348441c1e7b8444a52f318c24b6f9e989dd3034321e13ae6fd500d477dbb37c19
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/836b7d28883ba478844f69432405516348441c1e7b8444a52f318c24b6f9e989dd3034321e13ae6fd500d477dbb37c19
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/836b7d28883ba478844f69432405516348441c1e7b8444a52f318c24b6f9e989dd3034321e13ae6fd500d477dbb37c19
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=306&session=123&summary=B
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules_filings/07-18-19.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules_filings/07-18-19.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules_filings/07-18-19.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules_filings/07-18-19.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/4c8b248cf24f7ec10154b60d0ab5d14ca9f0c0ba89e82452aca98adbe5684ef543a42eb0daa299d8a28a0fd7baf15832
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/4c8b248cf24f7ec10154b60d0ab5d14ca9f0c0ba89e82452aca98adbe5684ef543a42eb0daa299d8a28a0fd7baf15832
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/4c8b248cf24f7ec10154b60d0ab5d14ca9f0c0ba89e82452aca98adbe5684ef543a42eb0daa299d8a28a0fd7baf15832
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/4c8b248cf24f7ec10154b60d0ab5d14ca9f0c0ba89e82452aca98adbe5684ef543a42eb0daa299d8a28a0fd7baf15832
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/4c8b248cf24f7ec10154b60d0ab5d14ca9f0c0ba89e82452aca98adbe5684ef543a42eb0daa299d8a28a0fd7baf15832
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Texas 

Animal 
Health 
Cmsn.    
4 TAC 
44.1, 
44.2 

Would: 
1. Define the following terms: 

a. Bovine Viral Diarrhea (BVD); 
b. BVD Virus Persistently Infected (BVDV-PI) cattle; 
c. BVDV Retest; 
d. Cattle; and 
e. Commission;  

2. Require the seller of BVDV-PI to disclose this status in 
writing to the buyer prior to, or at the time of sale; 

3. Allow a BVD retest to be administered if cattle initially 
tested positive to a BVD antigen detection test; and 
a. Establish a BVD Program Review Working Group 

consisting of members from the cattle industry, 
veterinary profession, veterinary diagnostic lab, 
veterinary college, extension service, and agency 
representatives. 

Withdrawn 
& 

Proposed 
9/27/19 

Texas 
TAHC 
4 TAC 
45.2 

Would have required: 
1. Any veterinarian, veterinary diagnostic laboratory, or an 

animal’s owner to report the existence of specified 
diseases among domestic or exotic livestock or fowl within 
24 hours after detection; and 

2. The reporting veterinarian to convey the following 
information: 
a. The species and number of animals involved; 
b. Any clinical diagnosis or postmortem findings; 
c. Any death losses; 
d. Location; and  
e. Owner. 

Withdrawn 
9/27/19 

Washington HB 1741 

Would have classified positive antibody titer results as 
serological proof of rabies immunity and deem them acceptable 
to meet all rabies vaccination requirements by all state 
agencies for dogs, cats, or other household pets. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

West Virginia 
Dept of 

Ag       
61-01 

Would exempt the following birds from the Avian Influenza and 
Pullorum Import testing requirements if they originate from a 
state not affected by Virulent Newcastle Disease or Avian 
Influenza: 
1. Individual exotic pet birds; 
2. Non-Gallinaceous birds held in collections by accredited 

zoos; and  
3. Other birds not defined as poultry.  

Proposed 
7/22/19 

Wyoming 
Livestock 

Bd  
Chap. 6 

Would clarify: 
1. The eligibility and procedural requirements for possible 

compensation for veterinarians and approved livestock 
markets that conduct Brucellosis testing, adult vaccination, 
and heifer spaying; 

2. Where veterinarians can submit test samples by adding the 
phrase “and other USDA APHIS approved Brucellosis 
testing labs” in three sections; and 

3. Test sample collection and handling protocols. 

Proposed 
9/24/19 

 

 
 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/e3b138850f0334b44df915ac2ebd009816f951c2b8ec3c489d8de4d18179b122dd4b4058661e67e55def2cac0f30fdf5
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/e3b138850f0334b44df915ac2ebd009816f951c2b8ec3c489d8de4d18179b122dd4b4058661e67e55def2cac0f30fdf5
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/e3b138850f0334b44df915ac2ebd009816f951c2b8ec3c489d8de4d18179b122dd4b4058661e67e55def2cac0f30fdf5
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/e3b138850f0334b44df915ac2ebd009816f951c2b8ec3c489d8de4d18179b122dd4b4058661e67e55def2cac0f30fdf5
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/e3b138850f0334b44df915ac2ebd009816f951c2b8ec3c489d8de4d18179b122dd4b4058661e67e55def2cac0f30fdf5
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/e3b138850f0334b44df915ac2ebd009816f951c2b8ec3c489d8de4d18179b122dd4b4058661e67e55def2cac0f30fdf5
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/178accd95fa657fba5c8f8506a8c911c8cf17f437dbf451719ca40e7cb5d38bd3e355ed2321026d9b0d051139ca7db6a
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/178accd95fa657fba5c8f8506a8c911c8cf17f437dbf451719ca40e7cb5d38bd3e355ed2321026d9b0d051139ca7db6a
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/178accd95fa657fba5c8f8506a8c911c8cf17f437dbf451719ca40e7cb5d38bd3e355ed2321026d9b0d051139ca7db6a
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1741&Year=2019&Chamber=House
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51280&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51280&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51280&Format=PDF
https://rules.wyo.gov/DownloadFile.aspx?source_id=4083&source_type_id=109&doc_type_id=2122&file_type=pdf&filename=4083.pdf&token=020061220114206092088103032191199056099019008046
https://rules.wyo.gov/DownloadFile.aspx?source_id=4083&source_type_id=109&doc_type_id=2122&file_type=pdf&filename=4083.pdf&token=020061220114206092088103032191199056099019008046
https://rules.wyo.gov/DownloadFile.aspx?source_id=4083&source_type_id=109&doc_type_id=2122&file_type=pdf&filename=4083.pdf&token=020061220114206092088103032191199056099019008046
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Animal Drug Compounding 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Minnesota 
HF 1718 
SF 2169 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited any arrangement in which a pharmacy fills a 

prescription drug order and the prescribing practitioner is 
involved in any manner, directly or indirectly, in setting the 
price for the filled prescription that is charged to the client or 
other person paying for the prescription, for veterinary 
patients; 

2. Allowed a veterinarian and a pharmacy to enter an 
arrangement only if the client or person paying for the 
prescription is notified about the arrangement in writing, 
and with each prescription dispensed; and 

3. Allowed a pharmacy to compound and provide a drug 
product to a veterinarian without first receiving a patient-
specific prescription under certain circumstances. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Mississippi 

Bd of 
Pharm 
Title 30 

Part 
3001 
Article 
XXXI 

This new regulation: 
1. Requires all compounding for non-human medications 

to follow USP 795/797 compounding standards; 
2. Allows a pharmacist to compound a preparation 

intended for administration to an animal patient: 
a. Pursuant to a patient specific prescription; or 
b. Pursuant to a non-patient specific order from a 

veterinarian; and 
3. Requires the label for non-patient specific compounded 

preparations to contain at the minimum: 
a. Pharmacy’s name, address and telephone 

number; 
b. Veterinarian’s name; 
c. Name of preparation; 
d. Strength and concentration; 
e. Lot number; 
f. Beyond use date (BUD); 
g. Special storage requirements, if applicable; 

and 
h. Name or initials of the pharmacist responsible 

for final check of the preparation. 

Finalized
8/13/19 

Missouri 

Bd of 
Pharm           
20 CSR 
2220-
2.400 

This emergency regulation allows a pharmacy to provide non-
patient specific compounded preparations for veterinary use to 
a Missouri-licensed veterinarian to administer and dispense to 
the veterinarians’ animal patients. 

Finalized
3/30/19 

New 
Hampshire 

HB 627 

This new law requires the Board of Pharmacy to adopt rules on 
compounding exceptions from compliance with the United 
States Pharmacopeia for practice by veterinarians. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
7/30/19 

New York A 2915 

Would have allowed: 
1. A pharmacist to dispense compounded medications to a 

veterinarian; and 
2. A veterinarian to stock non-patient specific compounded 

medications for administration and sale.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%201718&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF%202169&ssn=0&y=2019
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024033b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024033b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024033b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024033b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024033b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024033b.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/adminsearch/ACProposed/00024033b.pdf
https://www.pr.mo.gov/pharmacists-news-publications.asp
https://www.pr.mo.gov/pharmacists-news-publications.asp
https://www.pr.mo.gov/pharmacists-news-publications.asp
https://www.pr.mo.gov/pharmacists-news-publications.asp
https://www.pr.mo.gov/pharmacists-news-publications.asp
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_status.aspx?lsr=0712&sy=2019&sortoption=billnumber&txtsessionyear=2019&txtlsrnumber=0712
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A2915
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North Dakota 

State Bd 
of Pharm 

61-02-
01-03 

This new regulation requires a pharmacy compounding and 
handling hazardous drugs to adhere to USP Chapter 800. Finalized 

10/1/19 

Ohio 

State Bd 
of Pharm 
4729:7-3-

03 

Would require a veterinarian engaged in the compounding of 
sterile and non-sterile drug preparations to comply with the 
following labeling requirements unless the preparation is 
administered immediately: 
1. Patient identification information, including the full name of 

the owner, if applicable, and the name or identification of 
the animal; 

2. The names and amounts of all ingredients; 
3. The date and time prepared;  
4. The beyond-use date; and 
5. The name or initials of the person who prepared the 

compounded drug preparation. 

Proposed 
3/18/19 

Ohio 

State Bd 
of Pharm 
4729:7-3-

06  

Would pertain to the person responsible for maintaining the 
records relating to the compounding of dangerous drugs.  
A veterinarian may use an animal aide, in lieu of one of the 
licensed or registered healthcare professionals required to 
witness the disposal of controlled substances. Records shall 
include the positive identification of the animal aide witnessing 
the disposal. 

Proposed 
3/27/19 

Oregon 

Board of 
Pharm 

855-045-
0200, 
0270 

Would: 
1. Require all sterile and non-sterile compounding adhere to 

standards of the current edition of the U.S. Pharmacopeia 
Chapters 795, 797, and 800, as well as all Chapters of 
USP and USP-NF related to the compounding practices at 
any location; and 

2. Permit preparing veterinary non patient-specific drug 
compounding by a pharmacy located in Oregon for a 
veterinary practitioner located in Oregon only. 

Proposed 
10/21/19 

South Dakota 

Bd of 
Pharm 
ARSD 

20:51:31 

Would require all facilities and practitioners engaging in sterile 
and nonsterile compounding to practice in accordance with 
federal law, these rules, and the current United States 
Pharmacopeia – National Formulary.  

Proposed 
9/27/19 

Texas 

Bd of VM 
Exam   

22 TAC 
573.44 

This new regulation: 
1. Specifies the amount of a drug that a veterinarian 

compounds or orders compounded, for dispensing or office 
use, must not exceed the patient’s established need for a 
specific drug; and 

2. Allows a veterinarian to only prescribe, administer, or 
dispense compounded drugs: 
a. To treat a specific occurrence of a disease or condition, 

which threatens the health of the animal or will cause 
suffering or death if left untreated; and 

b. If the veterinarian has observed and diagnosed in the 
particular patient for whom the compounded drugs are 
prescribed is intended.  

Finalized
2/15/19 

Washington 
HB 1352 
SB 5663 

Would have:  
1. Amended the definition of compounding to exclude mixing, 

reconstitution, or other acts that are performed in 
accordance with directions contained in approved labeling 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.nodakpharmacy.com/pdfs/61-02-01-03Compoundingstandards.pdf
https://www.nodakpharmacy.com/pdfs/61-02-01-03Compoundingstandards.pdf
https://www.nodakpharmacy.com/pdfs/61-02-01-03Compoundingstandards.pdf
https://www.nodakpharmacy.com/pdfs/61-02-01-03Compoundingstandards.pdf
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/305746/ruleAction/553532/rb/729186
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/305746/ruleAction/553532/rb/729186
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/305746/ruleAction/553532/rb/729186
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/305746/ruleAction/553532/rb/729186
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/305750
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/305750
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41940
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41940
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41940
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41940
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41940
https://rules.sd.gov/Uploads/559_OrginalDraftRules.pdf
https://rules.sd.gov/Uploads/559_OrginalDraftRules.pdf
https://rules.sd.gov/Uploads/559_OrginalDraftRules.pdf
https://rules.sd.gov/Uploads/559_OrginalDraftRules.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/6baa1f16187fa8fdd0177526db7637fecbc087e766415831075fa4c21dbf42ab24a00aeabe95486b76b066ed52047323
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/6baa1f16187fa8fdd0177526db7637fecbc087e766415831075fa4c21dbf42ab24a00aeabe95486b76b066ed52047323
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/6baa1f16187fa8fdd0177526db7637fecbc087e766415831075fa4c21dbf42ab24a00aeabe95486b76b066ed52047323
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/6baa1f16187fa8fdd0177526db7637fecbc087e766415831075fa4c21dbf42ab24a00aeabe95486b76b066ed52047323
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1352&Year=2019&Chamber=House
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1352&Year=2019&Chamber=House
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provided by a product's manufacturer and other 
manufacturer directions consistent with that labeling; and 

2. Required the Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission to 
adopt rules identifying which chapters or provisions of the 
official U.S. Pharmacopeia are applicable to nonsterile and 
sterile products and preparations compounded for patient 
administration or distribution to a licensed practitioner for 
patient use or administration. 

West Virginia 
Dept of 

Ag      
15-01 

Would require the Board of Pharmacy to enforce all applicable 
standards for sterile pharmaceutical compounding set forth by 
the United States Pharmacopeia Convention. 

Proposed 
6/26/19 

 

Animal Identification 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Illinois SB 1572 

Would have required a person harboring a lost or stray dog to 
do the following within 48 hours of taking possession:  
1. Report to the police station and animal control facility 

nearest to the location where the dog was found all relevant 
information; and  

2. Arrange for the dog to be scanned for the presence of a 
microchip by an animal control facility, animal shelter, 
veterinarian's office, or any other establishment with a 
working microchip scanner. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 3916 
S 76  

Would have required an animal’s owner to be notified via the 
following means when an animal is killed on the highway: 
1. Tags; 
2. Identification Chips; 
3. Publicly available website; 
4. Suitable temporary storage facility; or 
5. Alternatives such as a shelter or veterinarian. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Dakota SB 2177 

This new law requires: 
1. A law enforcement officer to provide a copy of an animal 

seizure request to the Chief Brand Inspector if they seize a 
bovine animal, horse, or mule; 

2. The Chief Brand Inspector to conduct an ownership 
disposition inspection of the seized animal; 

3. The animal’s owner to be given a court hearing at any time 
before a court makes a final ruling. 

Signed 
into law 
on 3/7/19 

Ohio HB 24  

Would require: 
1. A law enforcement officer to give a companion animal’s 

owner written notice that his/her animal has been seized 
and impounded within 24 hours; and 

2. A person who wants to be appointed as a humane society 
agent to: 
a. Successfully complete a minimum of 20 hours of 

training on issues relating to the investigation and 
prosecution of cruelty to and neglect of animals; and 

b. Present proof of successful completion of training to the 
current active approving authority for approval. 

Introduced 
in Senate 
11/4/19 

 
 

http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51303&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51303&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51303&Format=PDF
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=SB&DocNum=1572
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A3916
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A3916
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/66-2019/bill-index/bi2177.html
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-24
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Animal Welfare 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Maine 
LD 1230 
(HP 891) 

This new law allows an animal control officer or animal shelter 
to authorize in writing the euthanasia of severely sick or 
severely injured livestock under the following conditions: 
1. The clerk or animal control officer of the municipality in 

which the livestock was found has been notified of the 
livestock's presence and a reasonable attempt to contact 
the owner of the livestock has been made; and 

2. A veterinarian states in writing that given reasonable time 
and reasonable care the livestock's recovery from the 
livestock's sickness or injury is doubtful. 

A veterinarian may authorize immediate euthanasia if, in the 
veterinarian's judgment, there is no possibility of recovery for 
severely sick or severely injured livestock. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/20/10 

New Jersey 
A 5734 
S 4003 

Would: 
1. Establish a “New Jersey One Health Task Force” in the 

Department of Health; 
2. Charge this taskforce with developing a strategic plan to 

promote inter-disciplinary communication and 
collaboration between physicians, veterinarians, and 
other scientific professionals and State agencies, with 
the goal of promoting the health and well-being of the 
State’s residents, animals, and environment; and 

3. Specify that two members of this taskforce are to be 
veterinarians licensed or approved to practice in the 
State by the State Board of Veterinary Medical 
Examiners, one of whom shall have knowledge, 
competence, or experience with farm animals. 

Introduced 
8/23/19 

New York 
A 6995 
S 4577 

Would have required the Department of Agriculture and 
Markets to issue code red and blue alerts for companion 
animals during extreme weather. Owners of companion 
animals would have been required to bring their animals 
indoors whenever a code red or blue alert has been issued. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

 

 

Appropriations 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

California 
AB 109 
SB 109 

This new law appropriates: 
1. $5,000,000 for the purpose of providing shelter, food, and 

basic veterinarian services for the pets of individuals in 
homeless shelters; and 

2. $160,000 for the UC Davis SVM for a humane 
management tool for wild horse populations. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
9/27/19 

Delaware HB 225 

This new law funds the following: 
1. The Delaware Institute of Veterinary Medical Education 

funding would be used to provide tuition support Delaware 
residents studying veterinary medicine. An increase in 
funding would support (up from 7) at the University of 
Georgia CVM and (up from 1) at the Oklahoma State 
University CVM; 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/25/19 

http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=HP0891&SessionID=13
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=HP0891&SessionID=13
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S4500/4003_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S4500/4003_I1.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A6995
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4577
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB109
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB109
http://www.legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=47647
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2. The Poultry Disease Research and the Diagnostic Poultry 
Program at the University of Delaware; and 

3. The Department of Health and Social Services, Public 
Health, Director’s Office/Support Services for a State Office 
of Animal Welfare. 

Iowa SF 609 

This new law appropriates funding to the operation of the 
veterinary diagnostic laboratory; and for the Iowa State 
University College of Veterinary Medicine. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
5/13/19 

Massachusetts H 3801 

Would fund the following: 
1. $1,088,304 for the Department of Public Health for a drug 

registration and monitoring program from fees charged to 
registered practitioners, including veterinarians, for 
controlled substance registration; 

2. $5,500,000 for a contract with the Cummings School of 
Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University; and 

3. $6,783,662 for the Department of Agricultural Resources 
which includes funding the Division of Animal Health. 

Passed 
Senate 
5/23/19 

Massachusetts HD 4476 

This supplemental appropriations bills includes funding totaling 
$3,500,000 within the Department of Agricultural Resources for 
spraying to reduce the risk of Eastern equine encephalitis 
transmitted by mosquitoes. 

Reported 
10/15/19 

Michigan SB 205 
Would provide funding for an array of animal health programs 
including animal disease prevention and response; 
indemnification, livestock depredation; and laboratory services. 

Introduced 
3/13/19 

Minnesota 
HF 2544 
SF 2415 

Would have provided for the Large Animal Veterinarian Loan 
Forgiveness Program and funding for the Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Mississippi SB 3013 
This new law provides appropriations for the Mississippi State 
University CVM. 

Signed 
into law 
on 4/2/19 

Mississippi SB 3065 

This new law authorizes the issuance of state general 
obligation bonds for general repairs and renovations of facilities 
at state institutions including for the Mississippi State University 
CVM. 

Signed 
into law 
on 4/2/19 

New Jersey 
A 5600 
S 2020 

This new law funds the New Jersey Department of Agriculture 
including: 
1. $55,000 for the State Board of Veterinary Medical 

Examiners; 
2. $150,000 for animal welfare; 
3. $95,000 for the Rutgers Equine Science Center; and 
4. $1,274,000 for animal disease control. Note: Receipts from 

lab test fees are appropriated to support the Animal Health 
Diagnostic Laboratory program. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/30/19 

Oklahoma SB 1065 

This new law directs the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, 
Food and Forestry to appropriate the following funds: 
1. $90,000 for a veterinarian staff position; and 
2. $500,000 for feral swine control. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
5/28/19 

Pennsylvania HB 140 

Would fund animal programs including animal health diagnostic 
commission; veterinary laboratory; animal disease control; 
surveillance and response; FMD; Scrapie disease; Johnes 
disease; Avian Influenza; animal identification; animal feed 
regulatory program; and race horse development. 

Introduced 
3/11/19 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=SF609
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3801
https://app.fiscalnote.com/#/share/bill?url=1c187e99f397f630aa2d00b438c5cf17
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(llsoqpzbpiwqgofie00zvyim))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2019-SB-0205
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%202544&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF%202415&ssn=0&y=2019
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2019/pdf/history/SB/SB3013.xml
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2019/pdf/history/SB/SB3065.xml
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S2500/2020_V1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S2500/2020_V1.PDF
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB%201065&session=1900
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=140
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Pennsylvania HB 1124 
Would provide funding for several animal health programs, 
animal disease control and animal identification. 

Introduced 
4/8/19 

Pennsylvania HB 1157 
Would provide funding for the Pennsylvania Equine Toxicology 
and Research Laboratory. 

Introduced 
4/8/19 

Pennsylvania SB 712 

This new law stipulates that: 
1. No less than $1 million appropriated for agricultural 

preparedness and response will be used to fund research 
on chronic wasting disease (CWD) toward developing and 
testing live-animal tests for the detection of CWD and 
injectable and oral vaccines for CWD prevention in cervids;  

2. Research will include diagnostic tests to detect CWD in 
cervids and preventing humans from consuming infected 
venison; and 

3. Funding may only be awarded after the issuance of a 
request for proposals. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/28/19 

Utah SB 2 

This new law funds animal programs including predatory 
animal control; livestock inspection program; and the University 
of Utah SVM. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
3/27/19 

Wisconsin 
AB 533 
SB 473 

Would appropriate $1 million annually from the general fund in 
FYs 2019-20 and 2020-21 for research on and management of 
Chronic Wasting Disease. 

Introduced 
10/4/19 

 
Association Health Plans, Multiple Employer Welfare Arrangements 

(MEWA) 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Arizona SB 1085 

The new law specifies that: 
1. A bona fide group or association ("Group”) means for a 

health benefits plan issued by an accountable health plan, 
a group or association that meets the requirements of 
section 20 2352; 

2. A group sociation of employers that forms to establish a 
group must meet the primary purpose, commonality, and 
nondiscrimination standards and requirements of 29 Code 
of Federal Regulations Part 2510; 

3. A small employer has the same meaning prescribed in 
section 20 2301 and may include a sole proprietor or 
working owner; and 

4. A working owner means a person who a responsible plan 
fiduciary reasonably determines is an individual who meets 
the following requirements: 
a. Has an ownership right of any nature in a trade or 

business, whether incorporated or unincorporated, 
including a partner and another self-employed 
individual; 

b. Is earning wages or elf-employment income from the 
trade or business for providing personal services to the 
trade or business; and 

c. Either: 

Signed 
into law 
on 5/8/19 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1124
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1157
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=712
https://le.utah.gov/~2019/bills/static/SB0002.html
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/AB533
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/sen/bill/SB473
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/71257?SessionId=121
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i. Works on average of at least 20 hours/week or at 
least 80 hours/month providing personal services to 
the working owner’s trade or business; and 

ii. Has wages or self-employment income from such a 
trade or business that at least equals the working 
owner’s cost of coverage for participation by the 
working owner and any covered beneficiaries in the 
group health plan sponsored by the group or 
association in which the individual is participating. 

Maryland 
SB 802 
HB 814 

The new Maryland Easy Enrollment Health Insurance Program 
(MEEHP) aims to improve data collection on uninsured 
individuals while maximizing enrollment of eligible uninsured 
individuals in affordable insurance programs. The new law 
would maximize enrollment of eligible uninsured individuals in 
insurance affordability programs: 
1. Starting in 2020, give Marylanders a choice to sign up for 

the MEEHP when filling out their state income tax returns; 
2. Require the Comptroller to include a checkoff on State 

income tax forms to indicate whether they are interested in 
obtaining minimum essential health coverage; 

3. Those qualifying for Medicaid will be enrolled automatically, 
and also will help other residents sign up for private 
coverage. 

4. Defines minimum essential coverage as Medicare; 
Medicaid; the Maryland Children’s Health Program 
(MCHP); specified federal coverage under Tricare, 
Veterans Affairs, and the Peace Corps and for civilian 
military employees; coverage under an eligible employer-
sponsored plan; coverage under a health benefit plan in the 
individual market; coverage under a grandfathered health 
plan; or other specified coverage.  

 
Note: It has been publicly reported that state officials in 
Oregon, New Mexico and Virginia have reached out to 
Maryland expressing interest in this new law. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
5/13/19 

Maryland HB 1098 

The Maryland Health Benefit Exchange Small Business Tax 
Credit Subsidy paves the way for the Maryland Health Benefits 
Exchange to provide tax credit subsidies to small businesses 
who provide their employees with health care benefits. The tax 
credit benefits employers who have fewer than 25 full-time 
equivalent employees, pay an average wage of less than 
$51,600 a year, and pay at least half of employee health 
insurance premiums. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
5/13/19 

Virginia HB 1661 

Would have: 
1. Authorized a trust (benefits consortium) to sell health 

benefits plans to members of a sponsoring association in 
the Commonwealth; 

2. The trust would be subject to the federal ERISA of 1974 
and applicable US-DOL regulations and be required to 
operate as a nonprofit voluntary employee beneficiary 
association;  

3. Self-funded MEWAs would be prohibited from issuing 
health benefit plans in the Commonwealth until it obtained 
a license from the State Corporation Commission; and 

Vetoed 
5/2/19 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=SB0802&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=HB0814&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+HB1661
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would be subject to taxes and maintenance assessments 
levied upon insurance companies; as well as be subject to 
protections of and other provisions of the Virginia Life, 
Accident and Sickness Insurance Guaranty Association 
and subject to all financial and solvency requirements; and 

4. Health benefit plans issued by a self-funded MEWA would 
have been exempt from all statutory requirements relating 
to insurance premium rates, policy forms, and policy 
cancellation and nonrenewal. 

 

Breed Specific/Dangerous Dogs Legislation 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Idaho H 137  

This new law: 
1. Charges a person with a misdemeanor if he/she owns, 

possesses, or harbors a dog found to be a dangerous dog 
or at-risk dog; 

2. Allows a court to order a person, guilty of this crime, to pay 
the victim restitution related to incurred medical expenses, 
property damage, property repair and replacement costs; 
and 

3. Requires a dangerous dog be permanently identified by 
means of a color photograph in a file maintained by the 
court and local enforcement agency and by a microchip or 
tattoo used for the identification of companion animals. 

Signed 
into law 
on 4/4/19 

Kansas HB 2397 
Would have amended the definition of dangerous regulated 
animal and restrict proximity of such animals to members of the 
public. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Maryland SB 647  

Would have prohibited an insurance company from 
discriminating against a specific breed of dog in an offer of a 
homeowner’s or renter’s insurance policy. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Massachusetts H 1037  

Would prohibit an insurance company from refusing, canceling, 
or charging an increased premium on a homeowner’s 
insurance coverage or renters insurance policy if the applicant 
possesses any specific breed or breeds of dog. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

9/26/19 

Massachusetts S 595 

Would prohibit an insurance company from refusing, canceling, 
or charging an increased premium on a homeowners insurance 
coverage or renters insurance policy if the applicant possesses 
any specific breed or breeds of dog. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

9/26/19 

Michigan HB 4035  

Would: 
1. Prohibit a local governing body from enacting a rule that 

regulates a dog based upon its breed or perceived breed; 
and 

2. Allow a local governing body to enact a rule that places 
restrictions or imposes additional requirements on dogs or 
dog owners. 

Introduced 
1/15/19 

Minnesota 
HF 297 
SF 361  

Would have: 
1. Created a statewide dangerous dog database; and 
2. Specified that when an animal control authority issues a 

registration certificate, verifies the existence of a microchip, 
or implants a microchip for identification purposes into a 
dangerous or potentially dangerous, the animal control 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2019/legislation/H0137
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/hb2397/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=SB0647&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1037
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S595
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-HB-4035
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%20297&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%20297&ssn=0&y=2019
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authority must notify the Commissioner of Public Safety of 
the following: 
a. The name and address of the owner; 
b. The name of the dog; 
c. A physical description of the dog including but not 

limited to the breed, color, and sex; and 
d. The name of the microchip manufacturer and 

identification number of the microchip implanted in the 
dog. 

New Jersey A 1618 

Would have prohibited insurers engaged in the business of 
property and casualty insurance in this State, including 
commercial lines insurers, from utilizing underwriting guidelines 
which result in the declination or termination of, limit the 
amount or type of insurance coverage of, apply a rating plan to, 
or impose an increased premium under, a homeowner’s 
insurance policy on the basis of the type or specific breed of 
guide dog or service dog harbored on the insured property. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 1799  
A 1822  
S 1923 

Would have: 
1. Revised the current requirement for a municipality to 

declare a dog vicious if the dog has engaged in dog fighting 
activities;  

2. Before declaring a dog vicious, a municipal court would 
have been required to find by clear and convincing 
evidence that a dog that has engaged in dog fighting 
activities also poses a threat of serious bodily injury or 
death to a person; and  

3. Added to the criteria for declaring a dog potentially 
dangerous--specifically that in such situations the court also 
finds that the dog:  
a. Poses a threat of serious bodily injury or death to a 

person; or  
b. Poses a threat of death to another domestic animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey S 616 

Would have allowed an animal control officer to seize and 
impound a dog when the officer has reasonable cause to 
believe that the dog attacked another domestic animal and 
severely injured or killed the attacked domestic animal.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 723 
S 4286 

Would have prohibited insurers from refusing to issue or renew, 
cancel, or charge an increased premium for homeowners' 
insurance policies based on the breed of a dog owned. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 1025 
S 239 

Would have prohibited insurers from canceling a homeowner's 
liability insurance or renter’s insurance policy based on the 
ownership of a specific breed of dog.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 1960  

Would have prohibited a person from being denied housing 
because he/she owns a dog of a specific breed, size, or weight. 

Sine Die-
Failed  

New York S 122 

Would have: 
1. Found a dog owner liable for all injuries and damages 

suffered by a person that is bitten by a dog while in a public 
or private place regardless of the former viciousness of a 
dog or an owner’s knowledge of such viciousness; and 

2. Allowed a judge to order the humane euthanasia or 
permanent confinement of a dog that caused injury to a 
person, companion animal, farm animal, or domestic 
animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A2000/1618_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A2000/1799_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S1000/616_I1.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A723
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4286
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1025
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1025
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1960
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S122


 

 

1910 Sunderland Place, NW | Washington, DC 20036-1642 | p: 800.321.1473 | www.avma.org 

 

North Carolina HB 878 

Would have removed the following language from the definition 
of a dangerous dog: “Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in 
part for the purpose of dog fighting, or any dog trained for dog 
fighting.” 

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Carolina SB 482 
Would have expanded the definition of a “dangerous dog” and 
a “potentially dangerous dog”. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

South Carolina H 3709  

Would have: 
1. Required a person to register a fertile pit bull dog they 

keep, own or harbor with a governmental animal control 
agency;  

2. Established a breed determination procedure; 
3. Provided exceptions from registration; and 
4. Provided penalties. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Virginia HB 1894  

Would have allowed a court to order a dangerous dog be: 
1. Removed to another state that does not border the State of 

Virginia and be prohibited from ever returning; 
2. Transferred to another owner that the court deems 

appropriate; or 
3. Disposed of by a local governing body if the court, in 

writing, determines that no other options are appropriate. 

Failed 
2/5/19 

Virginia HB 2745  

This new law allows a: 
1. Court to defer furthering proceedings without entering a 

formal judgment that an animal is a dangerous dog after 
hearing the evidence; 

2. Deferring court to place specific conditions upon the dog's 
owner; and 

3. Court to dismiss the proceedings against the animal if the 
owner fulfills the court's specific conditions.  

Signed 
into law 
on 3/5/19 

Washington 
HB 1026  
SB 5204 

This new law prohibits a local government body from using a 
dog’s breed in limiting a person’s right to own a dog, to impose 
requirements specific to the possession of a dog, or to declare 
a dog dangerous unless all of the following conditions are met: 
1. The local government body has established and maintains 

a reasonable process for exempting any dog from breed-
based regulations or a breed ban if the dog passes the 
American Kennel Club canine good citizen test or a 
reasonably equivalent canine behavioral test; 

2. Dogs that pass a canine behavioral test are exempt from 
breed-based regulations for a period of at least 2 years; 

3. Dogs that pass a canine behavioral test are given the 
opportunity to retest to maintain their exemption from 
breed-based regulations; and 

4. Dogs that fail the canine behavioral test are given the 
opportunity to retest within a reasonable period of time.  

Signed 
into law 

on 
4/30/19 

 

Cannabis / Marijuana / Hemp 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Alaska 

Dept of 
Nat. Res. 
44.62.19

0 

Would specify requirements for industrial hemp products 
intended for human or animal consumption such as testing, 
packaging, and labeling requirements for these products. 

Proposed 
6/3/19 

https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/H878/True
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/S482/True
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=3709&session=123&summary=B
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+HB1894
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+HB2745
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1026&Year=2019&Chamber=House
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=194460
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=194460
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=194460
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=194460
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California SB 627 

Would have: 
1. Allowed a qualified veterinarian to discuss the use of 

medicinal cannabis or medicinal cannabis products on an 
animal patient and may recommend the use of medicinal 
cannabis for any condition for which cannabis provides 
relief; 

2. Required a veterinarian's recommendation to include the 
condition the recommendation is for; and the name of the 
patient and the name of the primary caregiver of the 
patient; 

3. Specified that a veterinarian cannot be punished or denied 
any right or privilege for recommending medicinal cannabis 
to a patient for medical purposes; and 

4. Prohibited a veterinarian from advertising that he or she 
offers recommendations for medicinal cannabis.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Connecticut HB 6518 
Would have prohibited a veterinarian from being arrested or 
disciplined by the Veterinary Medical Examining Board for 
discussing the use of cannabis-type substances. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Florida 
HB 333 
SB 1020 

Would have defined “hemp products” to mean all products with 
the federally defined THC level for hemp derived from or made 
by processing hemp plants or plant parts that are prepared in a 
form available for retail sale, including food intended for animal 
or human consumption. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Florida 

D-Ag & 
Cons. 
Svcs   

5E-3.003 

Would specify that pet food and specialty pet food as well as 
pet treats and specialty pet treats: 
1. Be tested and have a certificate of analysis prepared by an 

independent testing laboratory if it contains hemp extract; 
2. Cannot contain more than 0.3% total delta-9-

tetrahydrocannabinol concentration on a dry weight basis; 
3. Be labeled and declare the number of milligrams of hemp 

extract; and 
4. Cannot contain claims indicating the product is intended for 

diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of 
disease rendering it a drug.  

Proposed 
10/10/19 

Indiana HB 1385 

Would have specified that any state agency that adopts 
industrial hemp rules to comply with the following principles in 
the adoption of rules: 
1. Hemp-derived cannabinoids are not considered controlled 

substances or adulterated products; 
2. Products containing any hemp derived cannabinoids that 

are intended for human or animal ingestion are considered 
foods, not controlled substances or adulterated foods; and 

3. Packaging and labeling of products containing a hemp 
derived cannabinoid intended for human or animal 
ingestion must conform to the statutory requirements. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Indiana SB 213 

Would have removed prior language that allowed a licensing 
board, including the Board of Veterinary Medicine, to suspend, 
deny, or revoke a professional license if a licensee had been 
found guilty of possessing marijuana, hash oil, hashish, or 
salvia.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Kansas 
HB 2173 
SB 233 

Would have established a commercial hemp program and 
make it unlawful for hemp products intended for animal 
consumption to contain any ingredient derived from industrial 
hemp, unless any such ingredient is generally recognized as 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB627
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB06518&which_year=2019
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=63229
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=64679
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=22473074&type=1&file=5E-3.003.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=22473074&type=1&file=5E-3.003.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=22473074&type=1&file=5E-3.003.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=22473074&type=1&file=5E-3.003.doc
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/house/1385
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/senate/213
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/hb2173/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/sb233/
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safe under its intended conditions of use or otherwise approved 
by the United States Food and Drug Administration under the 
federal drug and cosmetic act, to be manufactured, marketed, 
sold or distributed by any person in the state of Kansas. 

Michigan HB 5085 
Would allow a veterinarian to consult with an animal’s owner on 
the use of marijuana or CBD oil on an animal patient. 

Introduced 
10/8/19 

Missouri SB 372 

Would have prohibited a licensing board from taking 
disciplinary action against a licensee, including veterinarians, if 
he/she provides professional services or assistance to 
cannabis establishments. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Nebraska LB 657 

This new law defines hemp to mean the plant Cannabis sativa 
L. and any part of such plant, including the viable seeds of such 
plant and all derivatives, extracts, 
cannabinoids, isomers, acids, salts, and salts of isomers, 
whether growing or not, with a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol 
concentration of not more than 0.3 percent on a dry weight 
basis.  
 
Hemp shall be considered an agricultural commodity. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, hemp shall not be 
considered a controlled substance under the Uniform 
Controlled Substances Act. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
5/31/19 

Nevada AB 533 

This new law requires the Cannabis Compliance Board to 
adopt regulations establishing quality standards and 
requirements for the packaging and labeling of: 
1. Any commodity or product made using industrial hemp 

which is intended for human or animal consumption; and 
2. Any other commodity or product that purports to contain 

cannabidiol with a THC concentration of not more than 0.3 
percent which is intended for human or animal 
consumption. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/12/19 

New Jersey 
A 5322 
S 3686 

This new law defines “hemp product” as a finished product with 
a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of not more than 
0.3 percent that is derived from or made by processing a hemp 
plant or plant part and prepared in a form available for 
commercial sale.   
 
The term includes food intended for human or animal 
consumption. 

Signed 
into law 
on 8/9/19 

New York 
A 970 
S 2835 

Would have amended the definition of “serious condition” to 
include any medical condition that a licensed veterinarian 
determines may benefit from treatment with medical marijuana. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 7680 
S 6184 
S 6612 

Would have defined "hemp extract" to mean the plant Cannabis 
sativa L. and any part of such plant, including the seeds and all 
derivatives, extracts, cannabinoids, isomers, acids, salts, and 
salts of isomers, whether growing or not, with a delta-9-
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of not more than an 
amount determined by the Department in Regulation, used or 
intended for human or animal consumption or use for its CBD 
content. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Carolina HB 409 
Would have made it lawful to prescribe, distribute, dispense, 
administer, transfer, transport, possess, or use any prescription 
drug product containing marijuana or tetrahydrocannabinol, for 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-HB-5085
http://www.senate.mo.gov/19info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=3582661
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=37622
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/7056/Overview
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5322_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S4000/3686_I1.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2835
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2835
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A7680
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S6184
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/H409/True
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which an application has been approved under the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. 

Ohio SB 57 

This new law defines “hemp product” to mean any product, 
containing a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of not 
more than three-tenths percent, that is made with hemp. A 
hemp product includes dietary supplements or food intended 
for animal or human consumption. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
7/30/19 

Tennessee 
HB 793 
SB 541 

Would have prohibited the Board of Veterinary Medicine from 
revoking or suspending a veterinarian's license based solely on 
the veterinarian's recommending or marketing products derived 
from industrial hemp. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas HB 989 

Would have defined "compliant use" to mean the use or 
recommended use of a hemp-derived product with a delta-9 
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of not more than 0.3 
percent for any purpose, including feed for animal consumption 
and animal application. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas HB 2563 

Would have created the Texas Medical Cannabis Council and 
require several state departments, including the State Board of 
Veterinary Medical Examiners, to each appoint a member to 
the council.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas SB 1240 
Would have specified that commercial feed is not adulterated 
solely on the basis that the feed contains hemp. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Virginia HB 2256 

This new law exempts animal remedies that contain any part of 
the Cannabis plant from certain provisions governing animal 
remedies, including the requirement that the manufacturer or 
distributor of an animal remedy obtain a registration for such 
remedy from the Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services. 

Signed 
into law 
on 3/8/19 

Washington 
HB 1401 
SB 5719 

Would have classified CBD and CBD products derived from 
hemp as a food product that must be tested and treated in 
accordance with other agricultural crop derived food products 
for human and animal consumption. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

 

Emergency Medical Services 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Massachusetts H 2037  

Would allow EMS providers to: 
1. Render pre-hospital emergency veterinary care to 

operational working animals injured in the line of duty; and 
2. Transport an injured working animal to a veterinary 

treatment facility so long as there are no persons requiring 
medical transport at that time. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

7/18/19 

Minnesota 
HF 1527 
SF 1095 

Would have allowed certified emergency medical personnel to 
provide emergency medical care to police dogs without a 
license to practice veterinary medicine. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 2071  
S 454 

Would have: 
1. Provided civil immunity for veterinarians and emergency 

responders who in good faith render emergency care to an 
animal at the scene of an accident or emergency; and  

2. Defined emergency responder as a law enforcement 
officer, paid or volunteer firefighter, paid or volunteer 
member of a duly incorporated first aid, emergency, 
ambulance, or rescue squad association, or any other 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-57
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=HB0793&ga=111
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=HB0793&ga=111
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB989
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2563
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB1240
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+HB2256
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1401&Year=2019&Chamber=House
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5719&Year=2019&Chamber=Senate
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2037
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%201527&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF%201095&ssn=0&y=2019
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A2500/2071_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A2500/2071_I1.PDF
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individual who, during employment, provides medical care 
or other assistance at the scene of an accident or 
emergency. 

New Jersey 
A 2318  
S 1860 

Would provide civil or criminal immunity for a person that 
breaks into a vehicle and renders emergency care to a 
companion animal when:  
1. A domestic companion animal has been left unattended 

in a motor vehicle under inhumane conditions adverse 
to the health or welfare of the animal; 

2. The person breaking into the vehicle reasonably 
believes that the health or welfare of the animal may be at 
risk under such circumstances; and 

3. Prior to entering the motor vehicle, the person 
contacted appropriate rescue personnel to report the 
circumstances and made a reasonable attempt to locate 
the owner of the motor vehicle or other person 
responsible for the animal, unless exigent 
circumstances warrant foregoing such actions. 

Introduced 
5/23/19 

New Mexico HB 598 

Would have: 
1. Exempted a first responder providing emergency veterinary 

services from the veterinary license requirement; and 
2. Allowed a first responder to provide any of the following 

emergency veterinary services to a cat or dog prior to 
transferring the animal to a veterinarian: 
a. Manually maintaining or managing an airway; 
b. Administering cardiopulmonary resuscitation; 
c. Administering oxygen; 
d. Immobilizing fractured or injured limbs; 
e. Bandaging or applying pressure to wounds; and 
f. Administering an opioid antagonist or veterinary 

medications. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 

A 61 
A 7608 
S 792 
S 5654 

Would have: 
1. Provided immunity from civil or criminal liability to: 

a. A certified first responder or EMT that renders basic 
first aid to a dog or cat while responding to an 
emergency; and 

b. A licensed veterinarian that provides off-site instruction 
to any first responder providing basic first aid to a dog 
or cat; 

2. Limited basic first aid performed on an animal to the 
following: 
a. Opening and manually maintaining an airway; 
b. Providing mouth-to-mouth or mouth-to-barrier 

ventilation; 
c. Administering oxygen; 
d. Managing ventilation by mask; 
e. Controlling hemorrhage with direct pressure; 
f. Immobilizing fractures;  
g. Bandaging; and  
h. Administering naloxone allowed by law and as directed 

by a licensed veterinarian. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 1066 
Would require all state and local police officers who handle 
police detection dogs to be trained in the canine administration 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S2000/1860_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S2000/1860_I1.PDF
https://app.fiscalnote.com/#/share/bill?url=ee08988af0cc72caa431ed408377a63c
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A61
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A7608
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S792
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S5654
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1066
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of opioid antagonists intranasally, intravenously, or 
intramuscularly. 

New York 
A 7053 
S 5054 

This new law allows emergency medical services personnel, a 
paid firefighter, or a volunteer firefighter to take the necessary 
steps to remove an animal from a vehicle if he or she is 
responding to a call for assistance. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
7/31/19 

Pennsylvania SB 477 

Would grant an emergency response provider civil liability 
immunity if they render emergency care, treatment, or rescue 
to a police animal in good faith at the scene of an emergency 
event. 

Introduced 
3/26/19 

Texas HB 1931 

Would have granted civil immunity to a certified veterinary 
assistant, licensed veterinary technician, or veterinarian that 
provides volunteer medical assistance to an injured animal in 
good faith and the assistance is:  
1. In response to a man-made incident or a natural disaster 

that injures or endangers the animal;  
2. At the request of the animal's owner or an authorized 

representative of a local, state, or federal agency; and  
3. Within the scope of practice authorized and level of 

supervision required under the Veterinary Practice Act. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

 

Equines/Racing Animals 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Arkansas SB 405 

Would have amended the requirement that a certified equine 
infectious anemia (EIA) verifier may be present at the event to 
verify that each of the equidae is accompanied by a record of a 
negative current official EIA test. 

Failed 
4/24/19 

California 

Horse 
Racing 

Bd    
Rule 

1660.1 

Would: 
1. Establish procedures by which a claimed horse’s 

intra−articular injection information will be transferred to the 
new attending veterinarian upon purchase in a claiming 
race; and 

2. Require California Horse Racing Board (CHRB) licensed 
veterinarians complete the required sections of the 
CHRB−245 (New 08/19) and submit the form to the new 
CHRB licensed attending veterinarian within 5 days of the 
claim. 

Proposed 
9/20/19 

California 

Horse 
Racing 

Bd     
Rule 
1844 

Would require a horse that is prescribed or otherwise tests 
positive for clenbuterol in a blood, urine, or other official test 
sample be placed on the Veterinarian’s List until clenbuterol is 
no longer detected in the horse’s blood or urine by an official 
test sample. 

Proposed 
3/29/19 

California 

Horse 
Racing 

Bd      
Title 4 

This new regulation specifies that any horse is ineligible to start 
in a race if the horse: 
1. Has not raced within 12 consecutive months since its 

previous start until the horse has performed satisfactorily in 
a workout or a standardbred qualifying race; and 

2. Has never started in a race and is four years of age or 
older until such horse has performed satisfactorily in a 
workout or a standardbred qualifying race.  

Finalized
8/16/19 

California 
Horse 
Racing 

This new regulation: 
Finalized 
8/23/19 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A7053
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S5054
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=477
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB1931
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=SB405
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/09/2019-Notice-Register-Number-38-Z-September-20-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/09/2019-Notice-Register-Number-38-Z-September-20-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/09/2019-Notice-Register-Number-38-Z-September-20-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/09/2019-Notice-Register-Number-38-Z-September-20-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/09/2019-Notice-Register-Number-38-Z-September-20-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/03/13z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/03/13z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/03/13z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/03/13z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/03/13z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/04/17z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/04/17z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/04/17z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/04/17z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/04/17z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/04/17z-2019.pdf
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Bd       
Title 4 

1. Removes language that prohibits a horse from entering a 
race if it does not carry a microchip or has not received a 
microchip waiver from the stewards; 

2. Designates the horse identifier as the person who shall be 
informed of the horse’s microchipping rather than the 
stewards and stable superintendent; and 

3. Deletes the requirement that a horse must be implanted 
with a microchip within 72 hours of arriving on the grounds.  

Florida 

Dept of 
Bus. & 
Prof. 
Reg. 
61D-

6.0052 

This new regulation specifies that any designated greyhound 
shall be sent to the detention enclosure for examination, prior 
to a race, by an authorized Division representative and urine 
samples shall be taken to monitor/detect both permissible and 
impermissible substances. 

Finalized
2/18/19 

Florida 

Dept of 
Bus. & 
Prof. 
Reg. 
61D-

6.007, 
6.012 

This new regulation clarifies and describes the rules governing 
the drug and substance classification system and penalty 
schedule for drug violations in greyhounds as well as permitted 
and prohibited substances for racing greyhounds. 

Finalized
7/12/19 

Idaho 

Dept of 
Ag 

02-0421-
1901 

This new regulation: 
1. Amends the Extended Validity Equine Certificate to 

allow participation in an electronic certificate program 
and modify the requirements of the certificate; 

2. Amends entry permit language to allow for the use of 
Idaho’s online livestock entry permit database; and 

3. Removes the brucellosis testing requirement for import 
of domestic cervidae that originate from a state/region 
that is declared free of brucellosis. 

Finalized 
11/6/19 

Idaho 

Idaho 
State 
Police 
State 
Brand 
Board 

11.02.01 

Would: 
1. Negotiate the fee schedule to more accurately reflect the 

cost for service of Ownership and Transportation 
Certificates and Brand Inspection (per head) for horses, 
mules, and asses; 

2. Implement an Equine Farm Service Fee to be charged as a 
convenience fee to equine owners who choose to have a 
brand inspector come to their residence to perform brand 
inspection duties on horses, mules, or asses; and 

3. Allow equine owners to transport their animals to a brand 
inspector's assigned duty post, livestock market, or feedlot 
approved by the Idaho State Department of Agriculture for 
inspection in lieu of the convenience fee.  

Proposed 
8/28/19 

New York 
A 1102 
S 1497 

Would have prohibited a person from: 
1. Slaughtering a horse if they know (or have reason to know) 

that the horse will be used for human consumption; and 
2. Selling, transporting, or receiving horseflesh if they know 

(or should know) that such horseflesh is intended for 
human consumption. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 1218 
S 6221 

Would have required: 
1. Owners and trainers to complete an online training course 

detailing their responsibilities as a condition of their 
licensure; and 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/04/17z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/04/17z-2019.pdf
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21217118&type=1&file=61D-6.0052.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21217118&type=1&file=61D-6.0052.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21217118&type=1&file=61D-6.0052.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21217118&type=1&file=61D-6.0052.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21217118&type=1&file=61D-6.0052.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21217118&type=1&file=61D-6.0052.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21980605&type=1&file=61D-6.007.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21980605&type=1&file=61D-6.007.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21980605&type=1&file=61D-6.007.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21980605&type=1&file=61D-6.007.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21980605&type=1&file=61D-6.007.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21980605&type=1&file=61D-6.007.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=2&tid=21980605&type=1&file=61D-6.007.doc
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/11.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/11.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/11.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/11.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/07.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/07.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/07.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/07.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/07.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/07.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/07.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1102
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1102
https://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?leg_video=&term=2019&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Text=Y&bn=A1218&default_fld=&Memo=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Actions=Y&Summary=Y
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S6221
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2. Educational material established by the Department of 
Agriculture and Markets regarding the responsible and 
humane retirement of horses be distributed by equine 
veterinarians in the state. 

New York 
A 7871 
S 5983 

Would have prohibited any person from slaughtering a horse 
when they know, or should know, that any part of such horse 
will be used for human consumption. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 8106 
S 6142 

Would adopt the Interstate Compact on Anti-Doping and Drug 
Testing Standards. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 8556 

Would: 
1. Require horses be allowed sufficient time to recuperate 

from normal exercise-induced micro-damage to the bones 
and any other injuries; 

2. Prohibit a horse from receiving any therapeutic medication 
or invasive treatment within the two weeks before a race or 
a workout where the horse will be running at a racing pace; 
and 

3. Prohibit striking a horse with a riding crop, whip or similar 
implement, for the purpose of urging such horse to move 
forward or to increase the pace at which such horse is 
moving forward. 

Introduced 
8/23/19 

Oklahoma SB 633  

Would have: 
1. Created the Medication Advisory Committee under the 

Oklahoma Horse Racing Commission (OHRC); and 
2. Required any rule made by the OHRC related to equine 

medications or drug testing of a horse prior to or during a 
race on and after Nov. 1, 2019. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

South Dakota 

Dept. of 
Ag. 

ARSD 
12:68:16 

Would:  
1. Define extended equine certificate of veterinary inspection 

(CVI);  
2. Require all imported horses to be accompanied by a CVI 

issued by an accredited veterinarian within the 30 days 
prior to the date of importation; and  

3. Require all horses imported for exhibition, pleasure rides, 
other equine events to be accompanied by:  
a. A CVI issued by an accredited veterinarian within the 

30 days of the importation date; or  
b. An extended equine CVI and permit issued within the 

180 days prior to the date of importation. 

Proposed 
2/20/19 

Texas 

TAHC 
4 TAC 
49.1, 
51.13 

This new regulation: 
1. Adds unique and permanent forms of identification, 

such as electronic identification injected into the equine 
and digital photographs sufficient to identify the 
individual equine; and 

2. Specifies that for an official equine passport, the official 
identification includes a microchip or digital 
photographs which sufficiently identify the individual 
equine. 

Finalized 
9/27/19 

Texas 

Racing 
Cmsn.  
16 TAC 
319.102 

Would require a horse participating in a workout or qualifying 
race for the purpose of being removed from the veterinarian's 
list, have no detectable level of any permissible therapeutic 
medication other than furosemide. 

Proposed 
9/27/19 

Texas 
Racing 
Cmsn.  

Would: 
1. Add albuterol to the current prohibition on clenbuterol; 

Proposed 
9/27/19 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A7871
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S5983
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A8106
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S6142
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A8556
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB%20633&session=1900
https://rules.sd.gov/Uploads/501_OrginalDraftRules.pdf
https://rules.sd.gov/Uploads/501_OrginalDraftRules.pdf
https://rules.sd.gov/Uploads/501_OrginalDraftRules.pdf
https://rules.sd.gov/Uploads/501_OrginalDraftRules.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/0827b60d95136757db375bae43b5bed7458d640bc9fbddcda2d70c73306ec52330e5c7ae91ef293a04f13fd890f99290
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/0827b60d95136757db375bae43b5bed7458d640bc9fbddcda2d70c73306ec52330e5c7ae91ef293a04f13fd890f99290
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/0827b60d95136757db375bae43b5bed7458d640bc9fbddcda2d70c73306ec52330e5c7ae91ef293a04f13fd890f99290
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/0827b60d95136757db375bae43b5bed7458d640bc9fbddcda2d70c73306ec52330e5c7ae91ef293a04f13fd890f99290
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/d77550a6de09bc7526895dd069d3187b479da6d6d539baa61ac1c24e913de6a4ac9b0d2dbe3504d7a03e879e21ceeb8a
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/d77550a6de09bc7526895dd069d3187b479da6d6d539baa61ac1c24e913de6a4ac9b0d2dbe3504d7a03e879e21ceeb8a
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/d77550a6de09bc7526895dd069d3187b479da6d6d539baa61ac1c24e913de6a4ac9b0d2dbe3504d7a03e879e21ceeb8a
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/d77550a6de09bc7526895dd069d3187b479da6d6d539baa61ac1c24e913de6a4ac9b0d2dbe3504d7a03e879e21ceeb8a
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/c92232dd757a44fc73062605bef38db0010f43b5d09fe8636f044a63ba8e1e1b309b397d6572d77f756c2f15e377b4f1
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/c92232dd757a44fc73062605bef38db0010f43b5d09fe8636f044a63ba8e1e1b309b397d6572d77f756c2f15e377b4f1
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16 TAC 
319.3 

2. Eliminate the provisions placing a horse on the 
veterinarian's list for testing positive for clenbuterol; and 

3. Require a negative test for all beta-agonist drugs before 
being removed from the veterinarian's list after being 
voluntarily placed on the list for the therapeutic use of 
clenbuterol or albuterol. 

Texas 

Racing 
Cmsn.  
16 TAC 
319.333 

Would: 
1. Eliminate the specific requirements for specimen labeling 

for drug testing; 
2. Require that specimens be marked for identification in a 

manner that ensures that the racing commission can 
identify which horse, trainer, owners, and race the 
specimen came from; and 

3. Outline specific labeling requirements in the written test 
barn procedures.  

Proposed 
9/27/19 

Utah 

Ag & 
Food, 
Animal 
Industry 
R58-1 

This new regulation: 
1. Allows for an Extended Electronic Certificate of 

Veterinary Inspection (EECVI) which would be valid for 
up to six (6) months; and 

2. Specifies that horse owners who choose the EECVI 
option will self-report their intended horse movement to 
the State Veterinarian's office in each state that they 
visit instead of obtaining a new CVI for each 
destination. 

Finalized 
11/1/19 

Washington HB 1025 

Would have prohibited a person from: 
1. Slaughtering a horse if they know that any of the meat is 

intended to be used for human consumption; 
2. Possessing, purchasing, or selling a horse if they know that 

the horse or its meat will be used for human consumption; 
or 

3. Transporting a horse into or from Washington if they know 
or should know that it is intended for human consumption. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Washington 

Racing 
Cmsn. 

WSR 19-
11-031 

Would require trainers, upon request, to provide veterinarian 
treatment reports for horses not stabled on the grounds of a 
licensed race meet when they are scheduled to race. 

Proposed 
5/7/19 

West Virginia 
Racing 
Cmsn. 
178-01 

Would: 
1. Adopt the most recent version (version 4.0/Dec. 2018) of 

the ARCI Endogenous, Dietary, or Environmental 
Substances Schedule with adds morphine to the schedule;  

2. Amend out-of-competition testing rule and veterinary 
practices rule to conform to the ARCI Model Rule Penalty 
Guidelines; 

3. Amend rules pertaining to the veterinarian’s list to conform 
to ARCI Model Rule Penalty Guidelines; and 

4. Amend rules pertaining to furosemide to conform to ARCI 
Model Rule Penalty Guidelines.  

Proposed 
6/18/19 

 

Euthanasia 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/c92232dd757a44fc73062605bef38db0010f43b5d09fe8636f044a63ba8e1e1b309b397d6572d77f756c2f15e377b4f1
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/c92232dd757a44fc73062605bef38db0010f43b5d09fe8636f044a63ba8e1e1b309b397d6572d77f756c2f15e377b4f1
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/83d232129a35d0a9a6f52d24dd901f86f0bae7997e1df3967c0be8663c72ba8fa64a2b3e208e8c4563a286396f3ad945
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/83d232129a35d0a9a6f52d24dd901f86f0bae7997e1df3967c0be8663c72ba8fa64a2b3e208e8c4563a286396f3ad945
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/83d232129a35d0a9a6f52d24dd901f86f0bae7997e1df3967c0be8663c72ba8fa64a2b3e208e8c4563a286396f3ad945
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/83d232129a35d0a9a6f52d24dd901f86f0bae7997e1df3967c0be8663c72ba8fa64a2b3e208e8c4563a286396f3ad945
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2019/20190815/43911.htm
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2019/20190815/43911.htm
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2019/20190815/43911.htm
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2019/20190815/43911.htm
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2019/20190815/43911.htm
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1025&Year=2019&Chamber=House
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/11/19-11-031.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/11/19-11-031.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/11/19-11-031.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/11/19-11-031.htm
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51210&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51210&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51210&Format=PDF
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Alaska 
CCED 

12 AAC 
02.215 

Would alter the application, permit, and renewal fees for 
agencies that purchase, possess, and use certain drugs to 
euthanize domestic animals. 

Proposed 
8/28/19 

Indiana HB 1615 

This new law:  
1. Amends the definition of "domestic or family violence" to 

mean abusing a vertebrate animal without justification with 
the intent to threaten or terrorize a family member; and  

2. Defines "humane euthanasia" to mean the humane 
destruction of an animal by a method that uses sodium 
pentobarbital or a derivative and that causes painless loss 
of consciousness and subsequent death.  

Signed 
into law 

on 
4/29/19 

Minnesota 
HF 916 
SF 960  

Would have prohibited a person from euthanizing a companion 
animal in an animal shelter, humane society, or animal control 
facility by use of carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, or other 
non-anesthetic gas. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey A 2069 

Would have allowed an impounded animal to be euthanized 
immediately if a licensed veterinarian contracted by the shelter, 
pound, or kennel operating as a shelter or pound, or the 
authorized staff of the shelter, pound, or kennel operating as a 
shelter or pound, certifies in writing that, to prevent further 
suffering, euthanasia is the best option for the animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 3855     
S 2157 

Would have: 
1. Specified that a person is guilty of improperly euthanizing 

an animal if the individual kills or causes the death of an 
animal by hypoxia induced by: 
a. Decompression; 
b. The administration of a lethal gas other than an 

inhalant anesthetic; 
c. The use of succinylcholine chloride, curare, 

curariform drugs, or other substance which acts as a 
neuromuscular blocking agent; or 

d. Means other than those used for the proper 
euthanizing of the animal in accordance with the 
American Veterinary Medical Association Euthanasia 
Guidelines 

2. Revised the law concerning the care and euthanizing of 
impounded animals and the impoundment of seized 
animals 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 1241 

Would have prohibited a slaughterhouse, stockyard, or dealer 
from: 
1. Buying or selling a downed animal for human consumption; 
2. Holding a downed animal without taking immediate action 

to humanely euthanize or remove the animal for veterinary 
treatment; or 

3. Dragging or pushing a downed animal at any time. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 5699 
S 1555  

Would require the: 
1. Informed consent of the owner of a companion animal prior 

to euthanizing such animal; and 
2. Veterinarian that performs the procedure to explain the 

procedure to the animal’s owner in a truthful manner: 
a. The various methods which can be used to humanely 

euthanize the companion animal; 
b. The benefits and risks of each method; 
c. The negative impacts upon the animal of each method; 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=195285
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=195285
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=195285
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/house/1615
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%20916&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%20916&ssn=0&y=2019
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A2500/2069_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4000/3855_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4000/3855_I1.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1241
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A5699
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A5699
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d. The alternative method of humane euthanasia to be 
used if the preferred method cannot be humanely used; 
and 

e. Fully answer any questions that the animal’s owner has 
with regard to euthanizing the owner’s pet.  

Ohio HB 30  

Would: 
1. Specify that pet food is adulterated if it contains any of the 

following: 
a. Animal remains from an animal that has been 

euthanized using any drug injected intravenously or 
any drug injected through another nonvascular route; or 

b. Dog or cat remains, regardless of how the dog or cat 
died or was killed; 

2. Prohibit a person from adulterating pet food or distributing 
adulterated pet food. 

Introduced 
2/12/19 

Ohio 

Bd of 
Pharm 
4729:5-
15-02 

Would require controlled substance dangerous drugs 
authorized to perform euthanasia by means of lethal injection to 
be stored in a securely locked, substantially constructed 
cabinet or safe. 

Proposed 
4/2/19 

Oregon SB 71 

This new law allows the use of sedative and analgesic 
medications when euthanizing animals. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
5/24/19 

Pennsylvania 

State Bd 
of Vet 
Med 
16A-
5726 

Would require the State Board of Veterinary Medicine to 
register animal welfare organizations, license euthanasia 
technicians, permit such organizations to purchase controlled 
substances, and employ euthanasia technicians for the 
humane euthanasia of small domestic animals. 

Proposed 
8/10/19 

Utah HB 365 

Would have:  
1. Required an animal shelter to use sodium pentobarbital as 

the exclusive method for euthanizing an animal; and  
2. Prohibited an animal shelter from using carbon monoxide, 

carbon dioxide, or another non-anesthetic inhalant; or a 
chamber that alters atmospheric pressure or is connected 
to an internal combustion engine. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Vermont H 158  

Would have prohibited: 
1. An animal shelter from euthanizing an animal by means 

other than injection of euthanasia solutions; and 
2. Euthanasia by use of carbon monoxide gas, carbon dioxide 

gas, or any euthanasia method other than authorized 
injection of euthanasia solutions.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

 

Higher Education 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Arkansas HB 1355  

Would have: 
1. Repealed a previously authorized (but unfunded) program 

for Arkansas residents to enroll at out-of-state veterinary 
medical schools, and other health professions schools; and 

2. Authorized a new "Medical Student Loan Repayment and 
Tuition Reimbursement Program Act" to assist with the 
repayment of federal student loans or with tuition 
reimbursement, or both, for Arkansas residents who 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-30
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306613/ruleAction/556069/rb/732944
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306613/ruleAction/556069/rb/732944
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306613/ruleAction/556069/rb/732944
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306613/ruleAction/556069/rb/732944
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/SB71
https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol49/49-32/1216.html
https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol49/49-32/1216.html
https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol49/49-32/1216.html
https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol49/49-32/1216.html
https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol49/49-32/1216.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2019/bills/static/HB0365.html
http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/H.158
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1355
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complete the requirements and are licensed in Arkansas to 
practice veterinary medicine and other health professions. 

Arkansas HB 1509 

Arkansas law now gives priority for the funding of veterinary 
medicine student loans at Mississippi State University College 
of Medicine. The Director of the Department of Higher 
Education is authorized to use of money in the Private Career 
School Student Protection Trust Fund, above $200,000, to fund 
student scholarships as provided for by the Higher Education 
Grants Fund Account. 

Signed 
into law 
on 4/5/19 

Florida HB 3661  

Would have appropriated $500,000 to the Department of 
Education to fund the University of Florida: Increasing 
Veterinary Medicine Class Size Appropriations Project Request 
for FY 2019-2020. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Minnesota 
HF 170 
SF 285  

Would have appropriated money for the large animal 
veterinarian loan forgiveness program: 
1. $500,000 in fiscal year 2020; and 
2. $500,000 in fiscal year 2021. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 2775     
S 2266 

Would have allowed a county improvement authority to:  
1. Create a student loan refinancing program for certain 

borrowers. This bill would apply to a student or a parent-
borrower who is a resident of the county, is a New Jersey 
resident, has his or her primary employment in New Jersey, 
or who is the obligor on a student loan for a student who 
resides in the county. 

2. Set the interest rate and other terms of the student loan 
refinancing loan, provided that the interest rates charged 
are sufficient to pay the principal and interest on any bonds 
issued by the authority to fund its program. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey S 737 

Would have: 
1. Directed Higher Education Student Assistance Authority 

(HESAA) to contract with out-of-state schools of veterinary 
medicine for the acceptance of 30 New Jersey students for 
the 2017-2018 academic year and to increase the number 
of contractual agreements for an additional 30 students in 
each of the next three subsequent academic years, until 
the total number of contractual agreements supports the 
education of 120 students in the 2020-2021 academic year; 
and  

2. Established a service requirement for students whose 
education is supported through these contractual 
agreements.   

3. Upon completion of a student’s veterinary medical 
education, the student would have been required to work in 
a veterinary medicine position in New Jersey for a period of 
18 months for each year of contract funding provided for 
the student.  

4. If this service requirement is not met in whole or in part, 
then the student is obligated to refund to HESAA the 
portion of the funding that has not been redeemed through 
service in the State. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Mexico SB 545 
This new law allows the New Mexico Department of Agriculture 
to enter into agreements with veterinary medicine schools in 
other states to allow students to intern with New Mexico 

Signed 
into law 
on 4/4/19 

http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1509
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=64663
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%20170&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%20170&ssn=0&y=2019
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S2500/2266_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S2500/2266_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S1000/737_I1.PDF
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=B&legNo=545&year=19
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veterinary clinics and practices as part of the students' degree 
program. 

New York S 5817 

Would have: 
1. Established the Veterinarians Across Rural New York State 

Student Loan Repayment Fund; and 
2. Specified veterinarian eligibility to receive a rural health 

grant when a veterinarian makes a 2-year commitment to 
practice in a tract or county defined as being "rural" or 
eligible, and the practice is at least: 
a. 50% equine; or 
b. 50% beef cattle; or 
c. 50% dairy animals, including goats; or 
d. 50% swine.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Washington SB 5705  

Would have reenacted the Washington Opportunity 
Scholarship Program for which eligible veterinary students may 
qualify for scholarships under the “Advanced Degrees 
Pathways Account.” 

Sine Die-
Failed 

 

Legal Issues / Courts Proceedings 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Connecticut HB 7104  

This new law: 
1. Allows a pet trust to be created to provide for the care 

of an animal(s) or alive during the settlor's or testator's 
lifetime; and 

2. Specifies that a pet trust terminates upon the death of 
the last surviving animal. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
7/12/19 

Florida 
HB 379 
SB 774 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a licensed veterinarian from furnishing written 

patient medical records or discussing a patient's condition 
unless the veterinarian has received written authorization 
from the client; 

2. Allowed the court to grant a plaintiff, in a domestic abuse 
case, exclusive care or custody of an animal owned or 
preventing the defendant from having any contact with the 
animal; and 

3. Prohibited the formation of lease contracts where dogs and 
cats are used as collateral. 

Failed 
5/3/19 

Florida 
HB 1105 
SB 1236 

Would have prohibited a person from entering into a contract 
for the following:  
1. Transfer ownership of a pet, if the pet is used as collateral 

for the contract or is subject to repossession in any manner 
upon default of the contract; or  

2. Lease a pet, if the contract provides for or offers the option 
of transferring ownership of the animal at the end of the 
lease term. 

Failed 
5/3/19 

Illinois HB 1631  

Would have: 
1. Allowed a special advocate to be court-appointed to 

represent the health or safety of a cat or dog; and 
2. Given this advocate the authority to: 

a. Monitor the case; 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S5817
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5705&Year=2019&Chamber=Senate
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB07104&which_year=2019
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=63285
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=63285
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=65807
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=65516
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=1631
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b. Consult any person with information that could aid the 
court and review records relating to the condition of the 
animal; 

c. Attend hearings; and 
d. Present information or recommendations to the 

court. 

Indiana SB 475 
Would have prohibited rental purchase agreements involving 
companion animals. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Maine 
LD 1049 
(SP 309) 

This new law: 
1. Allows a dog or cat purchaser to retain the animal and 

receive a full refund for the animal's original purchase price 
if the animal has a life expectancy of less than one year as 
determined by a veterinarian; 

2. Specifies that reimbursement of veterinarian fees, by the 
seller, is not required when a purchaser chooses to retain 
the animal and receive a full refund for the animal's original 
purchase price; and 

3. Prohibits sellers from, contractually or otherwise, exempting 
themselves from the remedies provided for deaths or health 
problems in dogs and cats caused by hereditary or 
congenital defects. 

Signed 
into law 
on 5/8/19 

Maine 
LD 1442 

(HP 
1054) 

Would allow a court to appoint law students or volunteer 
lawyers to advocate for the interests of justice in animal cruelty 
proceedings. 

Passed 
Senate 

and 
House on 
6/14/19 

Maryland 
HB 135 
SB 152  

This new law: 
1. Allows a court to order the following if an animal's owner is 

convicted of animal cruelty: 
a. Removal of the mistreated animal for the animal's 

protection; and 
b. Removal of any other animal for the animal's 

protection;  
2. Specifies that ownership of an animal that is ordered to be 

removed shall transfer immediately to an impounding 
agency. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
4/18/19 

Massachusetts H 1561  

Would: 
1. Find a person liable if he/she kills or injures an animal 

companion by willful, wanton, or negligent act; 
2. Specify that this person is liable in damages for the fair 

monetary value of the deceased animal to his/her human 
companions, including damages: 
a. For the loss of the reasonably expected society, 

companionship, comfort, protection and services of the 
deceased animal to his/her human companions; 

b. Reasonable burial expenses of the deceased animal; 
c. Court costs and attorney's fees; and 
d. Other reasonable damages resulting from the willful, 

wanton, reckless or negligent act or omission; 
3. Cap non-economic damages at $25,000.  

Hearing 
Scheduled 

5/14/19 

Massachusetts S 958 
Would specify that a person who willfully, recklessly, or 
negligently kills or injures a companion animal is liable for the 
following damages: 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

5/14/19 

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/senate/475
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=SP0309&SessionID=13
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=SP0309&SessionID=13
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=HP1054&SessionID=13
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=HP1054&SessionID=13
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=HP1054&SessionID=13
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=HB0135&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=HB0135&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1561
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S958
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1. The fair monetary value of the deceased animal to his or 
her human companions; 

2. The loss of the reasonably expected society, 
companionship, comfort, protection and services of the 
deceased animal to his or her human companions; 

3. Reasonable burial expenses of the deceased animal; 
4. Court costs and attorney's fees; and 
5. Other reasonable damages resulting from the willful, 

wanton, reckless, or negligent act.  
 
Non-economic damages shall have a cap value of $25,000. 

Michigan HB 4592 
Would allow a court to appoint an advocate to represent the 
interests of the animal in a criminal prosecution. 

Introduced 
5/15/19 

Mississippi HB 990  

Would have: 
1. Allowed a court to order the seizure of a dog if there was 

probable cause that the dog was used for dog fighting; 
2. Required that the animal's owner request a hearing within 5 

days of the seizure or permanently forfeit the animal to an 
animal control agency; and 

3. Allowed a seized animal to be euthanized if the animal was 
unlikely to recover upon written certification of a licensed 
veterinarian or a humane society officer.  

Failed 
2/5/19 

Mississippi SB 2014 

Would have allowed a court to require the: 
1. Defendant, in a domestic abuse case, to not remove, harm, 

or dispose of any companion animal owned by the plaintiff; 
and 

2. Companion animal be removed from the defendant’s 
possession. 

Failed 
3/13/19 

Missouri 
HB 204 
SB 115 

Would have: 
1. Allowed law enforcement to enter private property, with a 

warrant, to confiscate neglected or abused animals; 
2. Prohibited a confiscated animal from being sterilized before 

the disposition hearing concludes unless it is necessary to 
save the animal’s life or relieve its suffering; and 

3. Specified that the animal’s owner is not responsible for the 
animal’s care prior to the disposition hearing if they are 
acquitted or there is a final discharge without conviction.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Nevada AB 165  

Would have specified that a person that intentionally or 
negligently kills or injuries a companion animal is liable for the 
mental anguish, emotional distress, loss of companionship, and 
any other non-economic damages suffered by each owner of 
the pet; and would remove the limit on the total amount of 
damages for which a person is liable. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New 
Hampshire 

SB 77 

Would have: 
1. Required a preliminary hearing be held by the court within 

14 days in cases where animals have been confiscated by 
an arresting officer; 

2. Outlined the process for a defendant to post bond to retain 
a legal interest in the animals; 

3. Defined the courts ability to ban a person convicted of 
animal cruelty from owning animals; and 

4. Allowed an agency caring for animals held during a 
prosecution to place the animals into foster homes when 
appropriate. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-HB-4592
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2019/pdf/history/HB/HB0990.xml
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2019/pdf/history/SB/SB2014.xml
http://www.house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB204&year=2019&code=R
http://www.house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB204&year=2019&code=R
https://app.fiscalnote.com/#/share/bill?url=ebaaaf7c551aeb240662c3941f6df516
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_status.aspx?lsr=0829&sy=2019&sortoption=billnumber&txtsessionyear=2019&txtlsrnumber=0829
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New Jersey 
A 781    
S 242 

Would have:  
1. Provided for the cost of care for domestic companion 

animals involved in animal cruelty violations,  
2. Established a procedure, when the owner of the domestic 

companion animal is the alleged violator, for the owner of 
the animal to pay for the cost of care of the animal; and 

3. Required: 
a. The custodial animal care agency at which the animal 

is impounded to issue, no later than 7 days after the 
animal has been impounded, a custodial care notice 
with the information required, including an itemized 
accounting of the actual costs of caring for the animal 
during the first 7 days of impoundment, and the 
projected reasonable costs of caring for the animal for 
each 30-day period the animal may be impounded after 
the first 7 days; and 

b. The defendant to pay the amounts set forth in the 
notice, within 15 business days after receipt thereof, or 
to request a court hearing, within 10 business days 
after receipt of the custodial care notice, to contest the 
reasonableness of the amounts itemized therein. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 1507 

 

Would have: 
1. Eliminated the limitation on pet trusts by providing that a pet 

trust terminates upon the death of the animal, or, if the trust 
was created to care for more than one animal, upon the 
death of the last surviving animal or the death of the last 
surviving direct offspring of animals in gestation at the time 
the trust is enacted; and  

2. Expanded the law by allowing pet trusts for exotic animals 
as well as domestic animals. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey A 3117 

Would have created statutory rights of action for pecuniary 
damages against persons committing certain acts of harm to 
domestic companion animals that includes, but is not limited to, 
the following:  
1. Economic value of the Animal; 
2. Replacement Value of the Animal; 
3. Breeding Potential of the Animal;  
4. Veterinary Expenses incurred by the Owner in Treating the 

Animal; 
5. Reasonable Burial or Cremation Expenses; 
6. Reimbursement of Animal Training Expenses; 
7. Any unique or special value of the animal, such as if the 

animal is a guide or service animal; and 
8. Lost Wages incurred by the owner due to the loss of or 

injury to the animal.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 4157  
S 2674 

This new law: 
1. Revises the standard that must be met to authorize the 

warrantless seizure of an animal at risk; and 
2. Inserts language, “has a reasonable basis to believe that 

the animal is at risk of imminent harm due to a violation . . . 
and requires immediate assistance to protect or preserve 
the animal’s life or prevent serious injury to the animal.” 

Signed 
into law 
on 5/7/19 

New Jersey 
A 4385  
S 2558 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person from leasing a companion animal; and 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A1000/781_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A2000/1507_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A3500/3117_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4500/4157_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4500/4157_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3000/2558_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3000/2558_I1.PDF
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2. Defined “lease a domestic companion animal” as the 
transfer of ownership of a domestic companion animal 
contingent on the making of payments over a period of time 
subsequent to the transfer of possession of the domestic 
companion animal, unless those payments are on an 
unsecured loan for the purchase of the animal. 

New Jersey 
A 4840 
S 3322 

Would: 
1. Authorize a court to appoint an advocate in certain criminal 

cases that affect the welfare or care of a cat or dog; and 
2. Allow the advocate to: 

a. Monitor the case;  
b. Attend hearings;  
c. Consult any individual with information relating to the 

welfare or care of the cat or dog;  
d. Review records relating to the condition of the cat or 

dog and the defendant’s actions; and  
e. Present information or recommendations to the court 

that relate to the best interests of the animal. 

Introduced 
1/15/19 

New Jersey A 5108 
Would require for-profit veterinary facilities, that board 
companion animals overnight, to obtain a signed consent form 
from an animal’s owner for unsupervised overnight stays. 

Introduced 
3/5/19 

New Jersey A 5405 

Would: 
1. Establish a civil action for damages that may be brought 

by any person whose animal is injured or killed as a 
result of an unlawful and intentional, or a negligent act of 
another; 

2. Allow the animal’s owner to seek the following damages: 
a. The monetary value of the animal; 
b. Veterinary expenses incurred on behalf of the 

animal,  
c. Any other expenses incurred by the owner in 

rectifying the effects of the cruelty, pain, and 
suffering of the animal; and  

d. Compensation for emotional distress suffered by the 
owner limited to compensation for the loss of the 
reasonably expected society, companionship, love, 
and affection of the animal; and 

3. Cap noneconomic damages at $5,000. 

Introduced 
5/20/19 

New Jersey 
A 5549 
S 3886 

Would prohibit a person from surrendering or releasing a cat or 
dog to a shelter, pound, or kennel in divorce without the 
consent of the other party. 

Introduced 
6/10/19 

New Jersey 
A 5691 
S 4040 

Would prohibit the enforcement of any provision in an 
individual’s will that requires a healthy pet to be euthanized. 

Introduced 
8/23/19 

New York 
A 25 

S 3027 

Would have: 
1. Allowed a court to order a separate advocate be appointed 

in proceedings regarding animal welfare to represent the 
interests of justice; and 

2. Allowed this advocate to: 
a. Monitor the case; 
b. Consult any individual with information that could aid 

the judge or jury; 
c. Review records relating to the condition of the cat or 

dog and the defendant’s actions, including records from 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3500/3322_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3500/3322_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5108_I1.HTM
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5405_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5549_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S4000/3886_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5691_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5691_I1.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3027
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3027
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animal control officers, veterinarians, and police 
officers; 

d. Attend hearings; and 
e. Present information or recommendations to the court 

pertinent to determinations that relate to justice.  

New York 
A 634 
S 2623 

Would have: 
1. Required a person convicted of animal cruelty to forfeit 

his/her animals to local law enforcement or a duly 
unincorporated humane society if ordered by a court; 

2. Allowed a court to order a convicted person be banned 
from owning any animals for a reasonable time; and 

3. Prohibited any forfeited cat or dog from being transferred to 
any person for research or testing purposes.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 750 
S 3412 

Would have required any person allowed to enter a vacated 
property to promptly contact local law enforcement if he/she 
encounters an animal that appears to have been abandoned by 
its owner. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 767 
S 1251 

Would have:  
1. Allowed the plaintiff in a domestic abuse case to take 

custody of the plaintiff or defendant's companion animal by 
court order; and 

2. Prevented the defendant from seeing and/or taking the 
companion animal away to conceal, harm, or otherwise 
dispose of the animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 1113 
S 3414  

Would have: 
1. Established a tort cause of action for the wrongful injury or 

death of a companion animal; 
2. Allowed an animal owner to obtain compensatory and 

punitive damages as well as injunctive relief; and 
3. Specified that there will be a 3-year statute of limitations 

starting after the action took place. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 6035 
Would have allowed a private veterinarian practice to adopt out 
or humanely destroy an animal in its possession after a 5-day 
waiting period. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York S 2747  

Would have specified that a dog's owner is liable for any 
medical costs that result when they are negligent and their dog 
bites another person or companion animal.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Carolina HB 856 

Would have prohibited a person from leasing or selling an 
animal if the lease is subject to any provision authorizing the 
use of the animal as security where it can be repossessed 
contingent on the purchaser making payments. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oregon HB 2500 

This new law: 
1. Gives a private right of action against another person when 

he or she provides for an animal’s veterinary care for the 
purpose of addressing the effects of abuse; and 

2. Allows a court to award the prevailing party with 
compensatory damages for all incurred expenses deemed 
necessary by a treating veterinarian, plus costs and 
reasonable attorney fees. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/10/19 

Pennsylvania SB 302 

Would:  
1. Require a releasing agency to provide a new dog owner 

with the dog’s health record at the time of adoption;  
2. Allow a dog buyer to receive reimbursement for treatment 

of incurable conditions;  

Introduced 
2/15/19 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2623
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2623
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3412
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3412
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A737
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A737
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3414
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3414
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A6035
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2747
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/H856/True
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/HB2500
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=302
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3. Extend the time frame that a hereditary or congenital 
condition must be certified by a veterinarian from 30 days to 
90 days of the purchase;  

4. Extend the time frame that a dog buyer must obtain 
certification from a veterinarian that a dog has a contagious 
or infectious disease from 10 days to 14 days; and 

5. Extend the time frame that a dog buyer must notify the 
seller that he or she has received a certification from a 
veterinarian that their dog is ill from 2 days to 5 and 5 days 
to 7. 

Rhode Island 
HB 5023 
SB 225  

This new law allows a family court to enter protective orders for 
the safety and welfare of household pets in domestic abuse 
situations. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/28/19 

Rhode Island HB 5062 

Would have specified that it is not abandonment if a person 
traps unowned feral or free-roaming cats, spays or neuters the 
cats, and subsequently releases the cats, provided: 
1. Any medical or surgical procedures performed on those 

cats are performed by a licensed veterinarian; 
2. The cats are returned to the property where they were 

trapped; and 
3. If the cats were trapped on private property, the person 

entering the property has written permission from a person 
with authority to give such permission stating that they have 
been granted permission to enter the property to trap cats. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Rhode Island 
HB 5246 

SB 83 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited an entity from entering into any rental, leasing, or 

loan agreement for the sale of a dog or cat in which the 
animal is used as collateral for the agreement or is subject 
to repossession in any manner upon default of the 
agreement; and 

2. Allowed the temporary leasing of purebred dogs for 
breeding, animals used in shows and exhibitions, and 
working animals such as guide dogs.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas 
HB 1097 
SB 361  

Would have prohibited a contract for the transfer of a pet of 
financing for a pet transfer from: 
1. Making pet ownership contingent upon the buyer making 

payments after the transfer of possession of the pet to the 
buyer; 

2. Providing for the lease of the pet with the option to 
purchase the pet at the end of the lease term; or 

3. Authorizing the use of the pet as collateral that may be 
repossessed by the seller. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas HB 2891 
Would have prohibited a person from recovering attorney’s fees 
against a licensed veterinarian in a veterinary malpractice claim 
for killed or injured stock. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas HB 3021 

Would have required the Attorney General and the State Bar of 
Texas to jointly develop information to provide to the public 
about the provisions that may be included in a protective order, 
including the ability of a court to render a protective order 
prohibiting a party from removing a pet, companion animal, or 
assistance animal from the possession of a person named in 
the order. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/SenateText19/S0225.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/SenateText19/S0225.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/HouseText19/H5062.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/HouseText19/H5246.pdf
https://app.fiscalnote.com/#/share/bill?url=73dd60ddf23d4ce50ee0d8aab82d4c6e
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB1097
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB1097
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2891
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB3021
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Vermont 
H 61 
H 307 

Would have held a dog's owner liable for any injury caused by 
the dog regardless of whether the dog has shown any 
dangerous propensities or whether the owner knew or should 
have known of the dog’s dangerous propensities. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Virginia SB 1065 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person from renting or leasing a companion 

animal to a consumer, including by a purported sale of the 
animal in such a manner as to vest no permanent 
ownership in the consumer at the time of the purported 
sale; 

2. Prohibited a person from entering into an agreement where 
the consumer uses a companion animal as collateral for the 
agreement or is subject to repossession if the consumer 
defaults on the agreement; and 

3. Prohibited a financial institution from offering a loan or 
financing agreement for the rental, lease, or sale of a 
companion animal where the animal is used as collateral.  

Failed 
1/17/19 

Washington SB 5551  

This new law: 
1. Allows a court to permit a courthouse facility dog for use by 

witnesses in any judicial proceeding; and 
2. Requires courts, with an available courthouse facility dog, 

to allow a witness to use a courthouse facility dog while 
testifying in court if he or she is under 18 years of age or 
has a developmental disability. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
5/13/19 

Washington SB 5768  

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person from offering or entering into a contract 

that transfers ownership of a dog or cat and: 
a. Is contingent upon making payments over a period 

subsequent to the transfer of the dog or cat; or 
b. Provides for or offers the option of transferring 

ownership at the end of a lease term; 
2. Prohibited a person from entering into a contract to repay a 

loan for the purchase of a dog or cat, whereby a security 
interest is granted. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Wyoming HB 235  

This new law allows a court issuing an order of protection to: 
1. Grant sole possession of any household pet if the order is 

for protecting the animal; or 
2. Order that the defendant not to have contact with any 

household pet in the custody of the plaintiff. 

Signed 
into law 
on 3/8/19 

 

Licensure - General 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Alabama HB 88 
Would have required the Sunset Committee to review 
proposals for the regulation of additional professions and the 
necessity and cost-effectiveness of the proposed regulation. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Alaska HB 169 

Would have required a licensing board to issue an occupational 
license to an applicant who: 
1. Has completed eighth grade; 
2. Has completed an apprenticeship approved by the 

appropriate licensing board; 
3. Has passed the appropriate licensing examination, if 

applicable; 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/H.61
http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/H.307
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+SB1065
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5551&Year=2019&Chamber=Senate
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5768&Year=2019&Chamber=Senate
https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2019/HB0235
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/465d3ea1a09bab958a4ce8447353d48a5bb35616c8d8ba7b8826346ad4943335a3812209f1d7259cddd8e4e231d75f77
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/Bill/Detail/31?Root=HB%20169
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4. Is at least 18 years of age; and 
5. Has completed the number of apprenticeship hours equal 

to the number of hours required for licensing training. 

Alaska SB 108 

Would have required a licensing board to issue an occupational 
license to an applicant who has: 
1. Completed eighth grade; 
2. Completed an approved employer-sponsored job training 

plan; 
3. Passed a licensing examination required by a board or the 

department for an applicant who has completed an 
employer-sponsored job training plan; and 

4. Paid a fee required by the board or the department. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Arizona HB 2182 

Would have required a: 
1. Licensing agency to specify the criteria for licensure 

approval in clear and unambiguous language; 
2. Court to determine whether this language is clear and 

unambiguous without deference to the legislature of the 
agency; and 

3. Licensing agency to approve or deny a licensure 
application within 30 days after the application is submitted 
unless another period is specified by law.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Arizona HB 2231 

Would have allowed a reference committee to recommend that, 
if a state agency administers an occupational regulation, the 
legislature should: 
1. Repeal the occupational license; 
2. Convert the license to a less restrictive regulation; or 
3. Instruct the state agency to seek legislation or adopt rules 

to reflect reference committee’s recommendation to: 
a. Impose less restrictive regulations than occupational 

licenses; 
b. Change the requisite personal qualifications of an 

occupational license; or 
c. Redefine the scope of practice in an occupational 

license. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Arizona HB 2569 

This new law allows a veterinarian, licensed for a year in 
another state with equivalent licensure requirements, to obtain 
an Arizona license upon establishing residency in Arizona and 
taking a jurisprudence exam if the Board requires one.  

Signed 
into law 

on 
4/10/19 

Arkansas HB 1296 

This new law prohibits a licensing board from suspending or 
revoking a person’s professional license solely based on him or 
her being: 
1. In default on the repayment obligations required by one or 

more student loans; or 
2. In delinquency in the payment of one or more student 

loans. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
2/28/19 

Arkansas HB 1301 

This new law requires an occupational licensing entity to adopt 
the least restrictive requirements for occupational licensure for 
an individual who: 
1. Demonstrates that he/she: 

a. Holds similar professional licensure in another U.S. 
state; 

b. Holds his/her license in good standing; 
c. Has not had his/her license revoked; 

Signed 
into law 

on 
3/12/19 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/Bill/Detail/31?Root=SB%20108
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/71286?SessionId=121
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/71305?SessionId=121
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/72039?SessionId=121
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1296
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1301
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d. Is not holding a suspended or probationary license in 
any state; and 

e. Is sufficiently competent in his/her field; 
2. Pays any occupational license fee required by law or rule. 

Arkansas HB 1527 

This new law requires the Legislative Council to: 
1. Review each occupational authorization and entity on an 

annual rotating basis to determine if it implements the least 
restrictive form of occupational authorization to protect 
consumers; 

2. Analyze whether consumers are sufficiently protected by 
competition, public knowledge of the reputations of 
occupational practitioners, private ratings and reviews, 
private certification, voluntary bonding, and voluntary 
insurance; and 

3. Make recommendations regarding the repeal of an 
occupational authorization; the conversion of an 
occupational authorization to a less restrictive occupational 
authorization; or the promulgation of revised rules reflecting 
the use of less restrictive occupational authorization.  

Signed 
into law 

on 
3/29/19 

Arkansas SB 171 

Would have: 
1. Created the Occupational Licensing Sunrise and Sunset 

Act of 2019 and the Sunrise and Sunset Occupational 
Licensing Commission; 

2. Required proposed legislation to be submitted to the 
Commission if it would create or significantly affect an 
occupational licensure, occupational licensing entity, or 
both no later than Dec. 31st of an even-numbered year; 
and 

3. Required the Commission to review all occupational 
licensure of occupational licensing entities on a 6-year 
rotating basis. 

Failed 
4/25/19 

California AB 193 

Would have required the Department of Consumer Affairs to: 
1. Conduct a comprehensive review of all occupational 

licensing requirements and identify unnecessary licensing 
requirements that cannot be adequately justified beginning 
on Jan. 1, 2021; 

2. Report to the Legislature on Jan. 1, 2023, and every 2 
years thereafter, on the Department’s progress, and 

3. Issue a final report to the Legislature no later than Jan. 1, 
2033. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

California AB 1271 
Would have required the Department of Consumer Affairs to 
provide a report on licensing examinations for each licensed 
profession and vocation under the Department’s jurisdiction. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Colorado 
HB 19-
1117 

Would have required the Department of Regulatory Agencies 
to: 
1. Find a present, significant, and substantiated harm to 

consumers before recommending a regulation; and 
2. Recommend only the least restrictive regulation necessary 

to address the harm and sets guidelines for recommended 
regulation. 

Failed 
2/13/19 

Connecticut SB 9 

Would have reduced all existing fees for initial occupational 
licenses, certifications and registrations by 75% and increase 
existing fees for renewals of such licenses, certifications and 
registrations to account for the lost revenue. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1527
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=SB171
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB193
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1271
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1117
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1117
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=SB00009&which_year=2019
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Florida 
HB 115 
SB 356 

Would prohibit a licensing board from suspending or revoking a 
person’s professional license solely because he or she is in 
default on or delinquent in the payment of his or her student 
loans. 

Filed 
9/20/19 

Florida 
HB 391 
SB 978 

Would have exempted an out-of-state resident from all 
occupational application and licensing fees if he/she is 
displaced by a natural disaster and relocates to Florida during a 
state of emergency.  
 
This exemption would have remained in effect until 30 days 
after the state of emergency declared is terminated. 

Failed 
5/3/19 

Georgia 
HB 42 
SB 92 

Would have prohibited professional licensing boards from 
refusing to issue, suspending, or revoking a person's license if 
he/she has defaulted on an educational loan issued through the 
Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation or a federal 
agency. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Hawaii 
HB 112 
SB 114 

Would have required a tax clearance before a professional or 
vocational license may be issued or renewed. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Indiana HB 1659 
Would have prohibited a licensing board from suspending or 
revoking a practitioner’s license solely because the practitioner 
is delinquent in or in default on his/her student loans. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Indiana SB 384 

Would have:  
1. Required a designated small business ombudsman to 

review any proposed rule that imposes an occupational 
regulation on a person;  

2. Required the ombudsman to approve or deny the 
occupational regulation after determining if the least 
restrictive regulation is used; and 

3. Established guidelines to analyze an occupational 
regulation to determine if it is the least restrictive regulation. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Iowa 
HF 666 
HF 752 

Would have required the State Government Efficiency Review 
Committee to review: 
1. 1/3 of all professional licenses, certifications, and 

registrations every 2 years; and 
2. All professional licenses, certifications, and registrations 

every 6 years. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Iowa 

Prof. Lic. 
& Reg. 
Bureau 

8.2 
(272C) 

Would prohibit a licensing board from suspending or revoking a 
person’s license solely on the basis that he/she is in default or 
is delinquent on repayment or a service obligation under 
federal or state postsecondary educational loans or public or 
private services-conditional postsecondary tuition assistance. 

Proposed 
10/9/19 

Kentucky HB 118 

This new law prohibits a licensing board from suspending or 
revoking a person’s occupational license solely because that 
person is in default or is delinquent in the payment of his/her 
student loans. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
3/11/19 

Maine 
LD 532 

(HP 389) 

Would have required: 
1. Each professional licensing and certification board to 

undertake a thorough review of its rules and procedures 
and survey its licensees to research barriers to obtaining 
licensure and certification, including existing deficiencies in 
reciprocity provisions; 

2. Each board to submit a report to the Joint Standing 
Committee on Innovation, Development, Economic 

Failed 
6/6/19 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66555
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66705
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=63292
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=63292
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/display/20192020/HB/42
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/display/20192020/HB/42
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/Archives/measure_indiv_Archives.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=112&year=2019
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/Archives/measure_indiv_Archives.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=112&year=2019
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/house/1659
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/senate/384
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=HF666
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=HF752
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4680C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4680C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4680C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4680C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4680C.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb118.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=HP0389&SessionID=13
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=HP0389&SessionID=13
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Advancement and Business by Jan. 15, 2020, with its 
findings and any proposed alterations; and 

3. The joint standing committee to review the reports and 
suggest changes to the licensing and certification boards.  

Maryland SB 852 

This new law requires the Department of Labor, Licensing, and 
Regulation to establish a timeframe in which an expedited 
temporary license application must be approved or denied. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
4/30/19 

Massachusetts H 2752 

Would specify that only an applicant who has defaulted on their 
student loans, 3 months with a 12-month period, can have 
his/her license revoked or suspended.  
 
License revocation or suspension cannot occur unless the 
applicant receives written notice 30 days after the first 
defaulted student loan payment. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

9/10/19 

Michigan SB 40 

Would: 
1. Require the Michigan Law Revision Commission to 

annually review the occupational regulations of 
approximately 20% of the occupations beginning Jan. 1, 
2020; and 

2. Require this Commission to review all occupation regulation 
every 5 years and evaluate whether those regulations are 
consistent with the policy of using least restrictive regulation 
needed to protect consumers. 

 
“Certification” is defined to mean a voluntary program where 
the government or a private organization grants recognition to 
an individual who meets established personal qualifications; 
and specify that certification is not synonymous with the term 
occupational license. 

Introduced 
1/22/19 

Mississippi HB 375 

Would have required that all licensing rules automatically 
repeal on December 31 of the rule’s fifth year or on December 
31, 2024, whichever is appropriate, unless the rule has been 
readopted at least 60 days before its scheduled repeal. 

Failed 
2/5/19 

Mississippi SB 2375 

Would have required the Occupational Licensing Review 
Commission to review existing occupational regulations 
promulgated by occupational licensing boards and ensure that 
these regulations comply with state policy. 

Failed 
2/5/19 

Missouri HB 705 
Would have prohibited a licensing board from utilizing 
occupational fees or contract with any outside agency for the 
purpose of offering continuing education classes. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Missouri SB 500 

Would have: 
1. Created the Occupational Licensing Consumer Choice Act; 
2. Applied to all licensed occupations except for human 

healthcare providers; and 
3. Allowed an unlicensed person to provide a service, 

requiring a state license, if he or she makes a non-licensed 
disclosure to consumers. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 2810  
S 2963 

This new law: 
1. Directs a regulatory officer to review and approve 

regulations, actions, and decisions proposed by a licensing 
board to make sure it is consistent with, and promotes, 
clearly articulated and affirmatively expressed, State policy; 

Signed 
into law 

on 
5/10/19 

 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=SB0852&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2752
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-SB-0040
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2019/pdf/history/HB/HB0375.xml
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2019/pdf/history/SB/SB2375.xml
http://www.house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB705&year=2019&code=R
http://www.senate.mo.gov/19info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=5254558
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A3000/2810_I1.PDF
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2. Gives a regulatory officer the ability to disapprove, veto, 
modify, amend, or remand a proposed regulation if it is not 
consistent with, and does not promote, state policy; and 

3. Stipulates that a proposed regulation will not take effect 
unless a regulatory officer has conducted a review of the 
language and deems that it is not creating a private right of 
action or precludes any action to address possible 
anticompetitive impact. 

New Jersey 
A 5734 
S 4003 

Would: 
1. Establish a “New Jersey One Health Task Force” in the 

Department of Health; 
2. Charge the Task Force with developing a strategic plan to 

promote inter-disciplinary communication and collaboration 
between veterinarians, physicians, and other scientific 
professionals and State agencies, with the goal of 
promoting the health and well-being of the State’s 
residents, animals, and environment; and 

3. Specify that two members of the Task Force be 
veterinarians licensed or approved to practice in New 
Jersey by the State Board of Veterinary Medical 
Examiners. One of the two veterinarians named to the Task 
Force will have knowledge, competence, or experience 
with farm animals. 

Introduced 
8/23/19 

New York A 1895 
Would have authorized the denial of renewal of professional, 
business or trade licenses where a taxpayer has outstanding 
tax debt which the taxpayer has failed to settle. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Carolina HB 770 

This new law requires an occupational licensing board to grant 
a license to any applicant who meets the following criteria: 

1. Completed an apprenticeship approved by the State or 
federal Department of Labor; and 

2. Passed an examination, if one is deemed to be 
necessary by the licensing authority. 

Signed 
into law 
on 7/8/19 

North Dakota SB 2353 

Would have allowed a licensing board to: 
1. Establish and implement a strategic plan to regulate 

occupations and professions in the least restrictive manner 
appropriate to protect public health and safety; 

2. Establish continuing education requirements, which may 
include board-approval requirements; and 

3. Provide professional education for licensees or individuals 
who may be interested in pursuing the regulated 
occupation or profession. 

Failed 
4/8/19 

Oklahoma SB 651 

Would have required: 
1. All occupational regulations be limited to those 

demonstrably necessary and carefully tailored to fulfill 
legitimate public health, safety, or welfare objectives; and 

2. Every agency to conduct a comprehensive review of all 
occupational regulations and occupational licenses within 
their jurisdictions within 1 year following enactment. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oregon SB 773 

Would have required each professional licensing board to study 
criminal background criteria and character standards for 
licensure, certification, or other authorization to provide 
occupational or professional service regulated by board. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Rhode Island SB 1022 This new law: 
Signed 
into law 

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5734_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S4500/4003_I1.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1895
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/H770/True
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/66-2019/bill-index/bi2353.html
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB%20651&session=1900
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/SB773
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/SenateText19/S1022.pdf
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1. Defines pet trainers as persons who actively engage in 
the application of behavior analysis using the 
environmental events of antecedents and 
consequences to modify the behavior of an animal; 

2. Requires pet trainers to be licensed; and 
3. Provides an exception to the licensing requirements for 

dog training programs operated by government 
agencies. 

on 
7/15/19 

Tennessee 
HB 1108 

SB 37 

Would have prohibited a licensing board from suspending, 
denying, or revoking a person’s license based solely upon the 
person being in default for repayment of student loans. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas 
HB 846 
SB 296 

Would have stipulated that student loan default or breach of a 
student loan repayment or scholarship contract by an employee 
of the State of Texas is grounds for nonrenewal or other 
disciplinary action in relation to a professional or occupational 
license: 
1. License means a certificate or similar form of permission 

issued or renewed by a licensing agency and required by 
law to engage in a profession or occupation; 

2. Licensee means a person to whom a licensing agency 
issues a license; and 

3. Licensing agency means a board, commission, department, 
or other agency in the executive branch of state 
government that issues or renews a license. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas 
HB 2014 
SB 1209 

Would have prohibited a local governing body from adopting or 
enforcing a regulation that requires a state-licensed individual 
to: 
1. Possess an occupational issued by a local governing body 

to engage in that occupation; or 
2. Meet any other requirement or precondition to engage in 

that occupation. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas HB 2635 
Would have prohibited a licensing board from disciplining a 
person based on a person’s default of a student loan or breach 
of a student loan repayment contract. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas HB 4111 

Would have required a state licensing agency to publicly make 
available a written statement regarding each rule adopted by 
the agency. The statement would have to identify the health 
and safety or welfare related reason for which the rule was 
adopted. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas 
HB 4112 
SB 1995 

Would have required: 
1. The governor to establish a division to review all state 

agency rules; 
2. A state agency to submit any proposed rule affecting 

market competition relating to a licensed profession to the 
division for review before the rule is adopted or 
implemented; and 

3. The division to conduct a thorough, independent review of 
each proposed rule to determine: 
a. If the effect of the proposed rule on market competition 

is consistent with applicable state policy; and 
b. Whether the proposed rule promotes a clearly 

articulated and affirmatively expressed policy to 
displace competition with government action. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=HB1108&ga=111
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=HB1108&ga=111
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB846
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB296
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2014
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB1209
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2635
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB4111
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB4112
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB1995
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Virginia SB 1751 

This new law: 
1. Specifies that criminal history record can be disseminated 

only to the Department of Professional and Occupational 
Regulation for investigating individuals for initial licensure, 
certification, or registration; and 

2. Requires the Board for Professional and Occupational 
Regulation to prepare an evaluation of any legislation that 
increases or creates an occupational regulation.  

Signed 
into law 

on 
3/18/19 

Washington HB 1770 

Would have: 
1. Required each legislative standing committee to annually 

review and analyze 20% of occupational regulations and 
submit a report to the legislature beginning in 2020; 

2. Required each committee to review and analyze all 
occupational regulations every 5 years and report which 
regulations should be terminated, continued, or modified; 
and 

3. Allowed a person with a past criminal conviction to submit a 
preliminary application to a licensing board for a 
determination as to whether the criminal conviction would 
disqualify the applicant from obtaining a license. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

West Virginia 
HB 2697 
SB 492 

Would have: 
1. Created the Occupational Licensing Consumer Choice Act; 

and 
2. Allowed a person to work for employers or consumers 

without first obtaining a professional license. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

 
Licensure – Veterinary Specific 

 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Arkansas HB 1763 

This new law: 
1. Transfers the Veterinary Medical Examining Board to the 

Department of Agriculture; and 
2. Has the Department of Agriculture administer the 

Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission Veterinary 
Diagnostic Laboratory.  

Signed 
into law 

on 
4/11/19 

California SB 639 

Would prohibit a veterinarian or other healing arts licensee, 
from arranging or establishing credit for a patient under these 
circumstances, the patient: 
1. Has been administered or is under the influence of 

general anesthesia, conscious sedation, or nitrous oxide; 
and 

2. Is in a treatment area, including, but not limited to, an 
exam room, surgical room, or other area where medical 
treatment is administered. 

Passed 
Assembly 
& Senate 
9/12/19 

California 

RPF and 
Cert. 

Specialty 
AMD 

Would provide the Veterinary Medical Board the authority to 
require an examination of an applicant by a physician and 
surgeon, or psychologist if it appears the applicant may be 
unable to safely practice due to a mental illness or a physical 
illness that affects competency.  

Proposed 
3/8/19 

District of 
Columbia 

(D.C.) 

Dept. of 
Health 

N0074387 

Would: 
1. Clarify that the practice of veterinary medicine is now 

regulated as a health occupation; and 

Proposed 
3/15/19 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+SB1751
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1770&Year=2019&Chamber=House
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=492&year=2019&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=492&year=2019&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1763
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB639
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/03/10z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/03/10z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/03/10z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/03/10z-2019.pdf
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=74387
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=74387
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=74387
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2. Add the Board of Veterinary Medicine to the list of health 
occupation boards with administrative and enforcement 
authorities. 

Florida 
HB 27 

SB 1640 

Would have: 
1. Amended the definition of limited-service veterinary 

medical practice to include a practice that vaccinates or 
immunizes against disease, performs preventative 
procedures for parasitic control, and microchipping; and 

2. Required a licensing board to enter into a reciprocal 
licensing agreement with other states if a practice permits 
such agreement. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Florida SB 474 

Would: 
1. Amend the definition of limited-service veterinary medical 

practice to include locations that provide vaccinations or 
immunizations against disease, preventative procedures 
for parasitic control, and microchipping; 

2. Require the Department of Business and Professional 
Regulation to license an applicant who the Board of 
Veterinary Medicine (Board) certifies has graduated from 
a college of veterinary medicine listed in the AVMA roster 
of veterinary colleges of the world and obtained a 
certificate from the program for the assessment of 
veterinary education equivalence; and 

3. Amend the licensure by endorsement requirements to 
include an applicant has successfully completed a state, 
regional, national, or other examination that is equivalent 
to, or more stringent than the examination required by the 
Board. 

Filed 
10/7/19 

Florida HB 7125 

This new law allows veterinary records to be furnished without 
written authorization in any criminal action or situation where a 
veterinarian suspects a criminal violation.  
 
If a criminal violation is suspected, a veterinarian may, without 
notice to or authorization from the client, report the violation to 
a law enforcement officer, a certified animal control officer, or 
an appointed agent. 

Signed 
into law 
on 7/1/19 

Florida 

Bd of Vet. 
Med. 

61G18-
14.002 

This new regulation develops rule amendments to address the 
requirements for licensure by endorsement including: 

1. Applicants must demonstrate knowledge of the laws 
and rules governing the practice of veterinary 
medicine of Florida by successfully completing the 
laws and rules portion of the licensure examination; 
and 

2. Applicants who have never had disciplinary action 
taken against any professional license by any 
jurisdiction may complete a Board approved 2 hour 
continuing education course on Florida's law in lieu of 
taking a licensure exam. 

Finalized 
9/11/19 

Florida 

Bd of Vet. 
Med. 

61G18-
15.007 

This new regulation amends the definition of: 
1. A “limited-service veterinary medical practice” to mean 

a privately or publicly supported vaccination clinic 
where a veterinarian performs for a limited time 
vaccinations and/or immunizations against disease on 
multiple animals, and where the veterinarian may also 

Finalized 
9/11/19 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66102
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66001
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66850
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66347
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=1&tid=22056265&type=1&file=61G18-14.002.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=1&tid=22056265&type=1&file=61G18-14.002.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=1&tid=22056265&type=1&file=61G18-14.002.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=1&tid=22056265&type=1&file=61G18-14.002.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=1&tid=22056168&type=1&file=61G18-15.007.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=1&tid=22056168&type=1&file=61G18-15.007.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=1&tid=22056168&type=1&file=61G18-15.007.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=1&tid=22056168&type=1&file=61G18-15.007.doc
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perform microchipping and preventative procedures 
for parasitic control; and 

2. "Limited time" to mean no more often than once every 
two (2) weeks and no more than four (4) hours in any 
one day for any single location where a vaccination 
clinic is held unless the following additional conditions 
are met in which case the available hours shall be 
expanded from four (4) to eight (8) per day up to two 
(2) days per week. 

Georgia SB 75 

Would have allowed the Board of Veterinary Medicine to 
conduct a professional health program that provides 
monitoring and rehabilitation to impaired veterinarians. 

Vetoed 
by the 

Governor 
5/11/19 

Hawaii HB 146 

Would have established and appropriated funds for 1 full-time 
permanent veterinary medical officer (VMO) position within the 
Department of Health. The VMO would have been required to 
possess a DVM from a veterinary college meeting all the 
standards established by the AVMA and a license to practice 
veterinary medicine. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Idaho 
Bd of Vet 

Med 
46.01.01 

Would: 
1. Remove specifically listed veterinary practice standards 

already established by the “standard of care” statement in 
the rules; 

2. Remove Committee on Humane Euthanasia (COHE) 
language on specific types of training because the 
committee no longer provides remote capture training; 

3. Modify the jurisprudence rule by eliminating time limit 
language and replacing it with unlimited exams at cost to 
owner; and 

4. Increase the number of Board licensing periods from two 
to four per year and modify the CE and audit rules to 
coincide with the renewal period. 

Proposed 
6/5/19 

Indiana SB 576 

Would have: 
1. Eliminated the professional licensing agency; 
2. Established the health professions licensing agency 

(HPLA) within the State Department of Health to license 
health professions, including veterinarians; and 

3. Required the State Health Commissioner to appoint the 
director and deputy directors of the HPLA. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Indiana 
BVME 
19-457 

The Board of Veterinary Medicine would be required to: 
1. Revise its licensing or certification requirements to 

explicitly list the convictions of concern that may disqualify 
an individual from receiving a license; 

2. Establish criteria to determine whether an applicant should 
be denied a license if the applicant has a conviction of 
concern; and 

3. Establish a procedure for an individual to receive a pre-
application determination as to whether his or her criminal 
history would preclude the individual from obtaining a 
license.  

Proposed 
9/11/19 

Iowa SF 134 
Would have prohibited any public member on the Board of 
Veterinary Medicine from ever being associated with the 
practice of veterinary medicine or being authorized to act 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/display/20192020/SB/75
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/Archives/measure_indiv_Archives.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=146&year=2019
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/06.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/06.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2019/06.pdf
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/senate/576
http://iac.iga.in.gov/iac/20190911-IR-888190457NIA.xml.pdf
http://iac.iga.in.gov/iac/20190911-IR-888190457NIA.xml.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=SF134
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under the supervision of the Board as a veterinarian, 
veterinary technician, or veterinary assistant.  

Iowa SF 218 

Would have required the Board of Veterinary Medicine to: 
1. Conduct a review of provisions in its enabling statute 

including the administrative rules relating to the regulation 
of veterinary assistants, veterinary technicians, and other 
auxiliary personnel; 

2. Consult with interested organizations and conduct 
hearings in which veterinarians are invited to participate as 
part of this review; and 

3. Submit a report summarizing its findings and 
recommendations on or before Jan. 10, 2020.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Massachusetts H 209 

Would: 
1. Require a licensed veterinarian to biannually pay a 

licensing fee to the Board of Veterinary Medicine; and 
2. Require a veterinarian to present satisfactory evidence 

that he/she has successfully completed all continuing 
education requirements. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

5/13/19 

Massachusetts H 1920 

Would: 
1. Create a subsidiary board of veterinary technology under 

the Board of Registration of Veterinary Medicine that 
consists of:  
a. 2 veterinarian members of the Board of Registration in 

Veterinary Medicine;  
b. 4 technician members appointed by the 

Massachusetts Veterinary Technician Association; 
and 

c. 1 public member; 
2. Allow the subsidiary board to determine and establish the 

criteria and regulations by which veterinary technicians 
would be licensed and registered; 

3. Establish the duties which supervising, Massachusetts 
licensed veterinarians may assign to licensed veterinary 
technicians and to non-licensed veterinary assistants; and  

4. Stipulate explicit differences in the duties and actions 
allowed for by licensed veterinary technicians and 
unlicensed veterinary assistants.  

Hearing 
Scheduled 

7/16/19 

Massachusetts S 135 

Would require any website advertising persons for hire to 
provide pet care services to state the following online: 
1. Persons listed for hire are not necessarily accredited or 

certified pet care professionals;  
2. Persons listed for hire are not employed by the website; 

and 
3. Individuals who hire persons listed on the website to 

provide pet care services do so at their own risk. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

7/22/19 

Missouri SB 164 

Would have: 
1. Specified that non-resident military spouses are eligible to 

apply for a license from the Missouri Veterinary Medical 
Board; and 

2. Removed language requiring a person to have good moral 
character to apply for a veterinary or veterinary technician 
license. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Missouri VMB 
Would clarify that the veterinarian-in-charge (VIC) of a 
veterinary establishment is responsible for: 

Proposed 
9/16/19 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=SF218
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H209
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1920
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S135
http://www.senate.mo.gov/19info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=53844
https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/AdRules/moreg/2019/v44n18Sept16/v44n18.pdf
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20 CSR 
2270-
5.011 

1. The operation and management of the veterinary facility;  
2. Regularly being on site which means being directly 

present at the facility on a routine basis;  
3. Maintaining the facility within the standards set forth by 

this chapter and Chapter 4—Minimum Standards; and  
4. The supervision of all veterinary and veterinary technician 

personnel, to assure full compliance with the veterinary 
laws of Missouri. 

New 
Hampshire 

HB 313 

Would have established a committee to study the authority 
and duties of the Board of Veterinary Medicine as well as 
study the authorization and license requirements for 
corporate-owned veterinary hospitals. 

Failed 
3/7/19 

New Jersey 
A 480      

S 2264 

Would have shortened the statute of limitations period for 
malpractice actions brought against licensed veterinarians. 
Specifically, malpractice claims would be required to be 
brought within two years of the date of the alleged action. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 4124    
S 2832 

Would have required animal and veterinary facilities to 
register with the State Board of Veterinary Medical 
Examiners and to be inspected on an annual basis. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 

Division of 
Consumer 

Affairs     
51 N.J.R. 

938(a) 

Would require a veterinarian directly supervising a veterinary 
student providing veterinary services to: 
1. Provide the Board of Veterinary Medicine with written 

notification that they will be providing direct supervision to 
the veterinary student; 

2. Maintain written documentation from an instructor at the 
student’s accredited veterinary school identifying the 
duties or actions assigned to the student; and 

3. Provide the owner of an animal receiving services from 
the student with written notification identifying the licensed 
veterinarian providing the student with direct supervision 
and notifying the animal’s owner that the veterinary 
student is not a licensed veterinarian. 

Proposed 
6/17/19 

New Mexico 

Cmsn. of 
Public 

Records 
NMAC 
1.21.2 

Would create a classification for veterinarian-client/patient files 
in the rules regarding retention and disposition of public 
records. 

Proposed 
9/24/19 

North Carolina HB 910 
Would have amended the grounds for disciplinary action in the 
veterinary practice act by removing public offenses involving 
moral turpitude. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Carolina SB 604 

Would have: 
1. Defined “impairment” in the practice of veterinary 

medicine; 
2. Allowed the Board of Veterinary Medicine to establish all 

requirements for a veterinary facility permit and for a 
supervising veterinarian for each veterinary facility 
maintaining a valid veterinary facility permit; and 

3. Prohibited a person from owning a veterinary facility 
without having a veterinary facility permit from the Board. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Ohio HB 263 
Would remove the following language from veterinary 
licensing requirements:  
 

Introduced 
5/28/19 

https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/AdRules/moreg/2019/v44n18Sept16/v44n18.pdf
https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/AdRules/moreg/2019/v44n18Sept16/v44n18.pdf
https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/AdRules/moreg/2019/v44n18Sept16/v44n18.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_status.aspx?lsr=0488&sy=2019&sortoption=billnumber&txtsessionyear=2019&txtlsrnumber=0488
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S2500/2264_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S2500/2264_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4500/4124_I1.PDF
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/3c7589854bffb7d2f66b0f4107f5ec6b0bfb30d19e80942b3d91a64d8771e2b47afaef23f33422a92c73264932de0a18
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/3c7589854bffb7d2f66b0f4107f5ec6b0bfb30d19e80942b3d91a64d8771e2b47afaef23f33422a92c73264932de0a18
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/3c7589854bffb7d2f66b0f4107f5ec6b0bfb30d19e80942b3d91a64d8771e2b47afaef23f33422a92c73264932de0a18
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/3c7589854bffb7d2f66b0f4107f5ec6b0bfb30d19e80942b3d91a64d8771e2b47afaef23f33422a92c73264932de0a18
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/3c7589854bffb7d2f66b0f4107f5ec6b0bfb30d19e80942b3d91a64d8771e2b47afaef23f33422a92c73264932de0a18
http://164.64.110.134/nmac/nmregister/xxx/CPRnotice_xxx18.html
http://164.64.110.134/nmac/nmregister/xxx/CPRnotice_xxx18.html
http://164.64.110.134/nmac/nmregister/xxx/CPRnotice_xxx18.html
http://164.64.110.134/nmac/nmregister/xxx/CPRnotice_xxx18.html
http://164.64.110.134/nmac/nmregister/xxx/CPRnotice_xxx18.html
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/H910/True
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/S604/True
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-263


 

 

1910 Sunderland Place, NW | Washington, DC 20036-1642 | p: 800.321.1473 | www.avma.org 

 

“The board, in its discretion, decides that the results of the 
criminal records check do not make the applicant ineligible for 
an issued license.” 

Oregon 

Vet Med 
Exam Bd 
875-005-

0005 

Would clarify the definition and requirements of a mobile 
practice. Proposed 

4/9/19 

Oregon 

Vet Med 
Examining 

Bd 
875-010-

0000 

This new regulation: 
1. Allows the Veterinary Medical Examining Board to conduct 

background checks on applicants for veterinary licenses; 
and 

2. Requires applicants and licensees to provide any police 
and court records for any arrests and convictions. 

Finalized 
10/28/19 

Oregon 

Vet Med 
Examining 

Bd 
875-011-

0010 

Would update the definition of unprofessional or dishonorable 
conduct to include: 
1. Handling animals in an inhumane manner or with 

unnecessary force; 
2. Altering or falsifying medical records; 
3. Failure to respond or appear as requested without good 

cause within the time required by the Board; and 
4. Providing false, misleading, or deceptive information to the 

Board.  

Proposed 
8/9/19 

Pennsylvania HB 1818 

Would allow the Board of Veterinary Medicine to refuse to 
issue, renew, suspend, or revoke an individual’s license if he 
or she has been convicted of a felony which relates to the 
profession for which the license is sought. 

Introduced 
9/12/19 

Rhode Island SB 681 

Would have allowed the Division of the Board of Veterinary 
Practice to assess administrative monetary penalties against 
any licensed professional found guilty of unprofessional 
conduct. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

South Carolina S 330 

Would have required the Department of Labor, Licensing, and 
Regulation (“Department”) to biennially conduct a formal 
review of all regulations that it has promulgated and identify 
those regulations that the Department: 
1. Intends to begin the process of repeal;  
2. Intends to begin the process of amendment; and  
3. Finds no repeal or amendment is required. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Tennessee 
HB 496 
SB 53 

This new law exempts licensed, out-of-state, veterinarians or 
veterinary technicians from state licensing requirements if 
he/she is: 
1. An active or reserve member of the U.S. Armed Forces, a 

member of the national guard, or a civilian employee of the 
U.S. Department of Defense; and 

2. Engaged in the practice of veterinary medicine through a 
program in partnership with the federal Innovative 
Readiness Training. 

Signed 
into law 
on 5/9/19 

Texas 
HB 2787 
SB 1750 

Would have waived the privilege of confidentiality between an 
animal’s owner and a treating veterinarian if: 
1. The animal’s owner publishes information about the 

animal’s care and the veterinarian’s treatment on a public 
forum; and 

2. The veterinarian provides the following information to local 
law enforcement of another veterinarian: 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=40978
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=40978
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=40978
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=40978
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewReceiptPDF.action?filingRsn=42656
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewReceiptPDF.action?filingRsn=42656
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewReceiptPDF.action?filingRsn=42656
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewReceiptPDF.action?filingRsn=42656
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewReceiptPDF.action?filingRsn=42656
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41900
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41900
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41900
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41900
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41900
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1818
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/21721a0b673080b8b02b898caa2ff3cfa425ec758ba4feed024a975613aee9a07d5243ee4b880e28893ee8ded9bf0628
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=330&session=123&summary=B
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=HB0496&ga=111
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=HB0496&ga=111
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2787
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB1750
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a. The prescribing, dispensing, or requesting of a 
controlled substance; or 

b. Cruelty to or an attack of an animal. 

Texas SB 1144 

Would have: 
1. Subjected a veterinarian to licensure denial or to 

disciplinary action if he or she has improperly obtained, 
possessed, used, or distributed a habit-forming drug or 
narcotic; and 

2. Allowed the Board of Veterinary Medicine to request an 
applicant or licensed veterinarian to submit to a mental or 
physical evaluation by a physician or other health care 
professional. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas 

Bd Vet 
Med 

Exam 22 
TAC 

573.28 

This regulation prohibits a veterinarian from disclosing any 
information concerning the relationship between the 
veterinarian and the client except: 
1. For law enforcement purposes, 
2. Upon receipt by the veterinarian of an appropriate court 

order or subpoena; or 
3. As part of a good faith effort to determine ownership of the 

animal. 

Finalized
2/15/19 

Utah 

Occup. & 
Prof. 

Licensing 
COMM. 
R156-28 

This new regulation: 
1. Adds the definition of “working under” to mean an 

individual: 
a. Who performs services in Utah as unlicensed assistive 

personnel while employed by a licensed veterinarian; 
b. Whose manner and means of work performance are 

subject to the right of control of, or are controlled by, a 
licensed veterinarian; 

c. Whose compensation for federal income tax purposes 
is reported, or is required to be reported, on a W-2 
form; and 

d. Who is entitled to workers compensation and 
unemployment insurance provided by the individual's 
employer under state or federal law; 

2. Clarifies the examination requirements when initially sitting 
for the North American Veterinarian Licensing Examination 
(NAVLE) and when retaking the NAVLE; and 

3. Specifies that a licensee’s required number of continuing 
education hours shall be decreased proportionately if a 
licensee first becomes licensed during the two-year period.  

Finalized
4/15/19 

Washington 

Dept of 
Health 

WSR 19-
15-077 

Would remove the clinical competency test as a veterinary 
license examination requirement. Proposed 

7/17/19 

West Virginia 
HB 118 
SB 1011 

This new law removes the following language from veterinary 
and veterinary technician application requirements: “Not have 
been convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude.”  

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/28/19 

West Virginia 
Vet Med 

26-01 

Would: 
1. Remove any reference of “other crimes involving moral 

turpitude” from the reasons that the Board of Veterinary 
Medicine can deny, revoke, or suspend a veterinary 
license; 

Proposed 
9/9/19 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB1144
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/d0798ac78bbc71d584e0c358ed8bd8dd2fa92195a881a73327e967f776c63abaeed0f567ea567832f358b03912822c70
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/d0798ac78bbc71d584e0c358ed8bd8dd2fa92195a881a73327e967f776c63abaeed0f567ea567832f358b03912822c70
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/d0798ac78bbc71d584e0c358ed8bd8dd2fa92195a881a73327e967f776c63abaeed0f567ea567832f358b03912822c70
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/d0798ac78bbc71d584e0c358ed8bd8dd2fa92195a881a73327e967f776c63abaeed0f567ea567832f358b03912822c70
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/d0798ac78bbc71d584e0c358ed8bd8dd2fa92195a881a73327e967f776c63abaeed0f567ea567832f358b03912822c70
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2018/20181001/43189.htm
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2018/20181001/43189.htm
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2018/20181001/43189.htm
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2018/20181001/43189.htm
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2018/20181001/43189.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/15/19-15-077.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/15/19-15-077.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/15/19-15-077.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/15/19-15-077.htm
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=118&year=2019&sessiontype=1X&btype=bill
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=1011&year=2019&sessiontype=1X&btype=bill
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=52558&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=52558&Format=PDF
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2. Allow an individual with a criminal record to petition the 
Board at any time for a determination of whether the 
individual’s criminal record will disqualify the individual 
from obtaining a license; and 

3. Prohibit the Board from disqualifying an applicant because 
of a prior criminal conviction unless the conviction bears a 
rational nexus to the practice of veterinary medicine. 

 

Livestock / Food Producing Animals 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Hawaii HB 1281 

Would have prohibited a person from knowingly: 
1. Slaughtering a dog or cat for human consumption; 
2. Transporting or selling a dog or cat to be slaughtered for 

human consumption; and 
3. Causing any covered animal to be confined in a cruel 

manner. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Illinois HB 2563 

Would have prohibited pet food if it contains: 
1. Any animal remains from an animal that has been 

euthanized by any drug injected intravenously or through a 
nonvascular route; or 

2. Any dog or cat remains, regardless of how the dog or cat 
was killed. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Illinois SB 1186  

Would have: 
1. Created the Administration of Antibiotics to Food-

Producing Animals Act; 
2. Allowed a medically important antibiotic to be administered 

to a food-producing animal only if prescribed by a 
veterinarian who has visited the farm operation within the 
past 6 months and only if deemed necessary: 
a. To treat a disease; 
b. To control the spread of a disease or infection; or 
c. In relation to a surgical or other medical procedure 

that exposes normally sterile body sites to infection;  
3. Prohibited a medically important antibiotic to be 

administered solely for the purpose of: 
a. Promoting weight gain; 
b. Improving feed efficiency; or 
c. Disease prevention. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Indiana SB 489 

Would have: 
1. Established the State Board of Animal Health; and 
2. Prohibited an individual or entity from inspecting grounds 

or facilities that are located in Indiana and used for: 
a. The production of eggs;  
b. The production of milk or other dairy products;  
c. The raising of livestock or poultry; or  
d. The production or raising of dogs or other animals that 

are not used to produce food products. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Indiana 
SBAH  
18-280 

This new regulation: 
1. Changes the definition of test eligible cattle for purposes of 

moving animals to mean the following: 
a. Cattle and bison of all ages from accreditation 

preparatory states or zones; 

Finalized 
2/27/19 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/Archives/measure_indiv_Archives.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1281&year=2019
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=2563
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=SB&DocNum=1186
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/senate/489
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/20181107-IR-345180280PRA.xml.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/20181107-IR-345180280PRA.xml.pdf
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b. Cattle and bison of all ages except those under 2 
months of age from modified accredited states or 
zones; 

c. Cattle and bison 18 months of age and older from 
modified accredited advanced states or zones; and 

d. Cattle and bison from accredited-free states or zones 
need not be tested except that cattle and bison 
moving from a herd that is not accredited to an 
accredited herd must be tested within 60 days of the 
movement; 

2. Removes the test requirement for sexually intact female 
cattle of dairy breeds, including dairy cross breeds, that 
are 6 months of age or older that originate from an 
accredited-free state or zone or a modified accredited 
advanced state or zone prior to movement; 

3. Extends the validity of the accredited herd status for both 
cattle and goat herds from 365 days to 730 days from the 
date it is earned. 

Maryland 
HB 652 
SB 471  

This new law: 
1. Specifies that a medically important antimicrobial drug 

may not be administered in feed or water to cattle, swine, 
or poultry unless ordered by a licensed veterinarian 
through: 
a. A medically important anti-microbial drug prescription; 

or 
b. A veterinary feed directive; 

2. Prohibits the administration of an antimicrobial drug for 
longer than 21 days for the purpose of prophylaxis unless 
the federal label directions require a longer period of use;  

3. Allow a licensed veterinarian to extend the administration 
of an antimicrobial drug if he or she determines that the 
extension is necessary to treat or control the spread of a 
disease/infection after conducting an on-site visit; and 

4. Require a licensed veterinarian to annually submit the 
following to the Department of Agriculture beginning 
February 1, 2021: 
a. A copy of the record prescribing the medically 

important anti-microbial drug or a copy of the 
veterinary feed directive for each drug administered in 
feed or water; and 

b. The owner’s accounting of the total number of animals 
raised during the previous calendar year, categorized 
by species and production class. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
5/25/19 

Minnesota 
HF 2744 
SF 2783 

Would have increased the membership of the Board of Animal 
Health from 5 to 11 members including: 
1. One member who is a practicing large-animal veterinarian 

licensed in Minnesota; 
2. One member who is a practicing swine veterinarian 

licensed in Minnesota; and 
3. One member who is a practicing poultry veterinarian 

licensed in Minnesota. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Mississippi SB 2157 
Would have required the Department of Wildlife to issue 
metallic tags to each permittee that must be affixed to each 
wild hog’s ear being transported. 

Failed 
2/5/19 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=HB0652&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=HB0652&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%202744&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF%202783&ssn=0&y=2019
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2019/pdf/history/SB/SB2157.xml
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Missouri HB 793  

Would have prohibited the state from implementing any 
substantially similar federal rule that requires a livestock 
producer to obtain a veterinary feed directive to use medicated 
feed requiring veterinary oversight. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Missouri HB 951 

Would have given the Missouri Department of Agriculture and 
the USDA the exclusive authority to inspect grounds or 
facilities used for: 
1. The production of eggs; 
2. The production of milk or other dairy products; 
3. The raising of livestock or poultry; or 
4. The production or raising of dogs or other animals that are 

not used to produce any food product. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New 
Hampshire 

Dept of 
Ag, 

Markets & 
Food       

Ag 1200  

This new regulation regulates commercial feed, including pet 
food, by: 
1. Updating approved ingredients; 
2. Addressing drugs and feed additives;  
3. Addressing current good manufacturing practices; and 
4. Providing specific feed labeling requirements for both 

livestock and pet food products. 

Finalized 
5/22/19 

New Jersey 
A 3752     
S 161 

 

Would have: 
1. Established the animal cruelty offense of cruel 

confinement of a gestating sow;  
2. Defined cruel confinement of a gestating sow as crating, 

confining, or tethering a gestating sow kept on the farm in 
a manner that prevents the animal from being able to turn 
around freely, lie down, stand up, or fully extend its limbs; 
and 

3. Exempted the use of farrowing crates as an animal cruelty 
offense.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey S 3535 
Would require pregnancy testing of any cow to be 
slaughtered; and prohibit the slaughter of any gestating cow. 

Introduced 
3/5/19 

New York 
A 752 
A 800 
S 657  

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person from tethering or confining a covered 

animal on a farm for most of the day in a manner that 
prevents the animal from lying down, standing up, and fully 
extending its limbs; 

2. Exempted the following lawfully performed activities from 
this prohibition: 
a. Transportation; 
b. Exhibitions; 
c. Slaughtering process; 
d. Scientific or agricultural research; 
e. Examination, testing, or operation for veterinary 

purposes; and 
f. To a pig during the 7-day period prior to when the pig 

is expected to give birth. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 8335 
S 5741 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited medically important antimicrobials from being 

administered to a food-producing animal unless ordered 
by a licensed veterinarian who has visited the farm 
operation within the previous six months; 

2. Allowed only use of medically important antimicrobial in a 
food-producing animal to control the spread of a disease 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://www.house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB793&year=2019&code=R
http://www.house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB951&year=2019&code=R
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/register/2019/January-24-19.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/register/2019/January-24-19.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/register/2019/January-24-19.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/register/2019/January-24-19.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/register/2019/January-24-19.pdf
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S0500/161_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S0500/161_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S4000/3535_I1.HTM
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S657
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S657
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S657
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A8335
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S5742
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or infection; to treat a disease or infection; or in relation to 
surgical or other medical procedures;  

3. Prohibited medically important antimicrobials from being 
administered to food-producing animals solely for the 
purposes of disease prevention; and 

4. Required any veterinarian who writes a prescription or 
authorizes a Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) to a food-
producing animal to file an annual report with the state 
legislature indicating every prescription or VFD written 
(for what animal, dose, route and duration, and 
indication) on an annual basis. 

New York S 2367  

Would prohibit a person from: 
1. Engaging in the non-therapeutic use of antimicrobial 

agents in any animal raised for providing food for human 
consumption; and 

2. Selling or transporting any food product derived from an 
animal that has been subject to non-therapeutic use of 
antimicrobial agents. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York S 5742 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited medically important antimicrobials from being 

administered to a food-producing animal, starting January 
1, 2020, unless ordered by a licensed veterinarian who 
has visited the farm operation within the past 6 months; 

2. Allowed a livestock producer to provide a medically 
important antimicrobial to a food-producing animal only if a 
licensed veterinarian determines that the antimicrobial is 
necessary: 
a. To control the spread of a disease or infection; 
b. To treat a disease or infection; or 
c. In relation to surgical or other medical procedures; 

3. Prohibited medically important antimicrobials from being 
administered by any person to food-producing animals 
solely for the purposes of promoting weight gain, 
improving feed efficiency, or disease prevention; and 

4. Required any veterinarian who writes a prescription or 
authorizes a Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) to a food-
producing animal to file an annual report with the state 
legislature indicating every prescription or VFD written (for 
what animal, dose, route and duration, and indication) on 
an annual basis. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Carolina 

Dept. of 
Ag & 

Cons. Svs      
02 NCAC 
52B.0207 

This new regulation requires: 
1. All imported swine to be accompanied by an interstate 

certificate of veterinary inspection (CVI) issued by a 
state, federal, or accredited veterinarian; 

2. A CVI to contain the ear tag or tattoo number of each 
animal; and 

3. A CVI to show the pseudorabies status of both the 
herd and state or area of origin. 

Finalized 
8/1/19 

North Dakota HB 1134 

This new law exempts a person from registering with the 
Agriculture Commissioner if they: 
1. Produce pet food in a kitchen designed and intended for 

use by the residents of a residential dwelling; 
2. Sell the pet food directly to the end consumer at a 

community event or farmer's market; and 

Signed 
into law 

on 
3/14/19 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2367
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S5742
https://www.ncoah.com/rules/register/Volume%2033%20Issue%2017%20March%201,%202019.pdf
https://www.ncoah.com/rules/register/Volume%2033%20Issue%2017%20March%201,%202019.pdf
https://www.ncoah.com/rules/register/Volume%2033%20Issue%2017%20March%201,%202019.pdf
https://www.ncoah.com/rules/register/Volume%2033%20Issue%2017%20March%201,%202019.pdf
https://www.ncoah.com/rules/register/Volume%2033%20Issue%2017%20March%201,%202019.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/66-2019/bill-index/bi1134.html
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3. Do not use meat as an ingredient in the product. 

Oregon SB 1019 

This new law: 

1. Amends standards regulating egg production and sale 
of eggs and egg products; 

2. Makes amendments to egg-laying hen housing 
standards operative January 1, 2024; 

3. Prohibits transactions involving eggs or egg products 
not produced in accordance with standards; 

4. Creates exceptions to egg-laying hen confinement 
prohibition; and 

5. Requires inspection of farms engaged in commercial 
production of eggs. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
8/14/19 

Pennsylvania SB 188  

Would prohibit a person from administering to an animal: 
1. A non-therapeutic amount of penicillin, tetracycline, 

erythromycin, lincomycin, bacitracin, or virginiamycin; 
2. A non-therapeutic amount of any other antimicrobial agent 

designated by the Department of Health; and 
3. An antimicrobial agent for growth promotion. 

Introduced 
2/1/19 

South Carolina S 770 
Would have added the definition of specialty pet and specialty 
pet food. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas 
HB 3181 
SB 1596 

Would allow: 
1. A licensed veterinarian to administer, prescribe, dispense, 

or deliver any drug for off-label use in breeding stock; and 
2. An animal’s owner to use any drug for off-label use in 

breeding stock in the manner prescribed by a veterinarian.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Washington 
Dept of Ag 
WSR 19-
11-116 

Would: 
1. Establish definitions for call out fee, certified veterinarian, 

electronic official individual identification, field livestock 
inspector, and livestock legacy brand; 

2. Increase the membership of the livestock identification 
advisory committee; 

3. Expand the electronic cattle transaction reporting (ECTR) 
system to allow for all cattle producers to report change of 
ownership and movement out of state transactions 
electronically; 

4. Establish an ECTR licensing and renewal fee; and 
5. Modify those able to perform livestock inspections and the 

requirements associated with being a certified inspector.  

Proposed 
5/22/19 

Washington 
Dept of Ag 
WSR 19-
15-141 

Would: 
1. Establish a definition for legacy brand; 
2. Increase the membership of the livestock identification 

advisory committee; 
3. Expand the electronic cattle transaction reporting system 

to allow for all cattle producers to report change of 
ownership and out-of-state movement transactions 
electronically; and 

4. Reflect livestock inspection, legacy brand transfer, and 
brand transfer fees. 

Proposed 
7/24/19 

 

Pet Adoption / Pet Dealers / Pet Stores 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/SB1019
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=188
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=770&session=123&summary=B
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB3181
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB1596
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/11/19-11-116.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/11/19-11-116.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/11/19-11-116.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/15/19-15-141.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/15/19-15-141.htm
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2019/15/19-15-141.htm
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Alabama SB 183 

Would have prohibited a pet store from knowingly selling a live 
dog unless the dog was obtained from one of the following 
sources: 
1. An animal rescue for dogs; 
2. An animal shelter for dogs; 
3. A dog wholesaler, provided that, if the dog wholesaler 

originally obtained the dog from a breeder, the breeder is a 
qualified breeder; or 

4. A qualified breeder. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Arizona HB 2329  

Would have deemed a cat or dog, purchased from a pet 
dealer, unfit for sale if the purchaser shows that the animal 
had an illness, injury, or a congenital/hereditary condition 
when the purchases took possession of the animal by a 
preponderance of the evidence. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

California AB 486 

Would have required a kennel owner to create and submit an 
animal natural disaster evacuation plan for any kennel 
covered by a mandatory city or county kennel license or 
permit. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

California AB 889 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person from using animals for diagnostic 

purposes, education, or research unless approved by the 
State Department of Public Health (Department); and 

2. Required a person seeking to use an animal for research 
to submit an annual application to the Department that 
includes: 
a. The total number of animals kept or used during the 

previous year, by species; 
b. The purposes for which animals were used during the 

previous year, and the number of animals used for 
each purpose, by species; and 

c. For the previous year, the common name and number 
of animals in each pain and distress category. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Colorado 
Dept of Ag 

8 CCR 
1202-15 

This new regulation: 

1. Adds the definition of direct supervision, commercial 
pet animal facility, and pet animal dealership-
wholesale;  

2. Allows a retail pet animal dealership to submit a 
written request to the Commissioner of Agriculture for 
an exemption to purchase animals from an unlicensed 
individual on a wholesale basis;  

3. Amends and creates license fees; 
4. Revises enclosure requirements to better reflect 

industry standards for housing lizards, hedgehogs, 
chinchillas, and sugar gliders; and 

5. Requires an animal shelter or pet rescue to sterilize a 
dog or cat before releasing the animal. 

Finalized 
9/17/19 

Connecticut HB 5246 
Would have prohibited the sale of dogs, cats, and rabbits at 
pet shops. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Connecticut HB 6439  

Would have prohibited pet stores from selling cats, dogs, or 
rabbits that have not been acquired from a public animal 
welfare agency or animal welfare organization that has a 
contractual agreement with at least one such public animal 
welfare shelter. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/72b512bf6d9187316d2d0b3f984ea4c4f68012d751a29a60209242747bf6cb858f3731747f1439dbb74fae0252c6db6a
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/71504?SessionId=121
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB486
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB889
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Upload/NoticeOfRulemaking/ProposedRuleAttach2019-00314.rtf
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Upload/NoticeOfRulemaking/ProposedRuleAttach2019-00314.rtf
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Upload/NoticeOfRulemaking/ProposedRuleAttach2019-00314.rtf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB05246&which_year=2019
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB06439&which_year=2019
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Florida HB 181 

Would require a research facility to offer retired animals for 
adoption through an animal rescue organization, animal 
shelter, or to an individual through an arrangement between 
the facility and the individual.  

Filed 
9/17/19 

Hawaii HB 930  

Would have prohibited a pet store operator from selling a dog, 
cat, or rabbit unless the animal was obtained from certain 
humane sources. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Illinois HB 2933 

Would have prohibited a pet shop operator from selling a dog 
or cat unless the animal is obtained from: 
1. An animal care facility or animal control center; 
2. A humane society or rescue organization; and 
3. A breeder that: 

a. Holds a valid USDA Class "A" license listing all site 
addresses where regulated animals are located; 

b. Owns or possesses no more than 5 female dogs or 
cats capable of reproduction in any 12-month period; 
and 

c. Does not hold more than 5 female dogs or cats 
capable of reproduction. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Illinois HB 3390 
This new law requires a kennel operator from installing a fire 
alarm monitoring system that triggers notification to local 
emergency responders when activated. 

Signed 
into law 
on 8/6/19 

Illinois HB 3533 
Would have prohibited a pet shop operator from selling a dog 
or cat if the animal was obtained from a dog dealer or a 
cattery operator. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Illinois HB 3620 

Would have: 
1. Allowed a pet shop operator to sell dogs or cats obtained 

from an animal control center or animal care facility 
operated by a local, state, or federal government unit; or a 
humane society or rescue organization; and 

2. Prohibited a pet shop operator from selling a dog or cat 
from a breeder unless the following requirements are met: 
a. The breeder holds a valid USDA Class "A" license 

listing all site addresses where regulated animals are 
located; 

b. The breeder owns or possesses no more than 5 
female dogs or cats capable of reproduction in any 12-
month period; and 

c. No more than 5 female dogs or cats capable of 
reproduction are housed at the site address where the 
retail animal was born or housed. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Illinois 

Dept. of 
Ag.          
8 Ill. 

Admin 
Code 25 

This new regulation: 
1. Prohibits kennels from group housing animals unless their 

owners provide prior consent and a record of that consent 
is maintained for a period of 12 months; and 

2. Allows a kennel operator to adopt or humanely euthanize 
an animal if the animal’s owner does not appear or contact 
the kennel within 30 days after their stated return time.  

Finalized 
4/12/19 

Indiana HB 1604  

Would have required a research facility to offer a retired 
research animal for adoption: 
1. Through an animal care facility; or 
2. By an individual through an arrangement between the 

research facility and the individual. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66657
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/Archives/measure_indiv_Archives.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=930&year=2019
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=2933
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=3390
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=3533
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=3620
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume42/register_volume42_issue43.pdf
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume42/register_volume42_issue43.pdf
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume42/register_volume42_issue43.pdf
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume42/register_volume42_issue43.pdf
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume42/register_volume42_issue43.pdf
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/house/1604
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Iowa 

D-Ag & 
Land 

Steward 
21-67.3 
(162) 

Would: 
1. Ensure that all dogs and cats handled by commercial 

establishments be provided with humane care and 
treatment; 

2. Regulate the transportation, sale, purchase, housing, 
care, handling, and treatment of dogs and cats by persons 
engaged in transporting, buying, or selling them; 

3. Provide that all vertebrate animals consigned to pet shops 
be provided humane care and treatment, by regulating the 
transportation, sale, purchase, housing, care, handling, 
and treatment of such animals by pet shops; and 

4. Authorize the sale, trade, or adoption of only those 
animals which appear to be free of infectious or 
communicable disease. 

Proposed 
10/9/19 

Kansas SB 224 

Would have:  
1. Required a retail pet shop to provide the purchaser of a 

dog with a valid pet health certificate signed by a licensed 
veterinarian; 

2. Required documentation of certain vaccinations and 
parasite control measures be accompanied by an 
interstate health certificate or certificate of veterinary 
inspection signed by an accredited veterinarian licensed to 
practice in the dog’s state of origin for a retail pet shop to 
import a dog; and 

3. Placed restrictions on how and from where a dog may be 
obtained by a retail pet shop. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Massachusetts H 758  

Would: 
1. Require a research institution to offer a dog or cat for 

adoption before the animal is euthanized for any purpose 
other than scientific, medical, or educational research; and  

2. Exempt research institutions from this adoption 
requirement if the dog or cat: 
a. Manifests a behavioral or temperamental defect that 

poses a risk to the health and safety of the public; or 
b. Manifests symptoms of a disease, injury, a congenital 

or hereditary condition that adversely affects, or is 
likely to adversely affect, the health of the dog or cat. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

9/10/19 

Massachusetts H 800  

Would prohibit a pet shop from selling a cat, dog, or rabbit 
unless it offers an animal owned by a charitable nonprofit 
animal shelter or animal rescue organization if: 
1. The pet shop does not receive any fee from the adoption; 

and 
2. Does not have any monetary or ownership interest in the 

cat, dog, or rabbit. 

Senate 
Concurred 

7/25/19 

Massachusetts H 1773 

Would: 
1. Prohibit a person from selling a puppy or kitten that is 

under 8 weeks old; and 
2. Allow a licensed veterinarian to declare a puppy or kitten 

unfit for sale by providing a written statement that includes 
the following: 
a. Date on which the puppy or kitten was examined; 
b. Affirmation that the veterinarian examined the animal; 
c. Diagnosis that the animal had previously had a 

contagious or infectious disease or severe parasitism, 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

6/4/19 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4696C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4696C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4696C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4696C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4696C.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/sb224/
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H758
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H800
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1773
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currently has a disease or parasitism, or has died from 
a disease or parasitism; 

d. Diagnosis that the veterinarian found the presence of 
symptoms of the disease or severe parasitism; and 

e. Diagnosis that the disease or severe parasitism is 
likely to have been contracted prior to or at the time of 
the sale. 

Massachusetts H 1774 

Would: 
1. Prohibit a person from selling a puppy or kitten that is less 

than 5 weeks old; 
2. Prohibit a person from selling or trading any cat or dog for 

commercial purposes on a roadside, public right-of-way, or 
outdoor market unless: 
a. The dog or cat is transferred by, or to, an animal 

rescue organization regardless of payment or 
compensation; or 

b. The dog or cat is displayed as part of a state or county 
fair exhibition, a 4-H program, or similar exhibition 
program; 

3. Require the local law enforcement or animal control to 
inspect a kennel or cattery at least once a year; and 

4. Require a person that keeps more than 4 dogs, 3 months 
old or older, to obtain a kennel license. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

6/4/19 

Massachusetts H 1823  

Would allow a licensed veterinarian to declare a puppy or 
kitten unfit for sale by providing a written statement including: 
1. Date on which the puppy or kitten was examined; 
2. Breed, sex, and age of the puppy or kitten; 
3. An affirmation that the veterinarian examined the puppy or 

kitten; 
4. A diagnosis that the puppy or kitten: 

a. Had or currently has a contagious or infectious 
disease or severe parasitism, or 

b. Has a congenital or hereditary condition; 
5. An affirmation that the examination occurred within:  

a. 14 days after the transfer of the puppy or kitten if the 
animal was declared unfit for sale based on an illness 
that existed prior to or at the time of the sale; 

b. 1 year after the sale or transfer if the animal has been 
declared unfit for sale based on a hereditary or 
congenital condition that has a significant adverse 
effect on its health; or 

c. 1 year after the sale or transfer if the breed, sex, or 
health of the animal was misrepresented at the time of 
the transfer.  

Hearing 
Scheduled 

6/4/19 

Massachusetts H 3828 
Would prohibit a pet shop operator from selling a live dog, cat, 
or rabbit in a pet shop unless the animal was obtained from an 
animal control agency, humane society, or animal shelter.  

Hearing 
Scheduled 

7/22/19 

Massachusetts S 114 

Would: 
1. Prohibit a person from selling a puppy or kitten that is less 

than 8 weeks old; 
2. Prohibit a person from selling or trading any cat or dog for 

commercial purposes on a roadside, public right-of-way, 
or outdoor market unless: 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

6/4/19 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1774
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1823
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3828
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S114
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a. The dog or cat is transferred by, or to, an animal 
rescue organization regardless of payment or 
compensation; or 

b. The dog or cat is displayed as part of a state or county 
fair exhibition, a 4-H program, or similar exhibition 
program; 

3. Require the local law enforcement or animal control to 
inspect a kennel or cattery at least once a year; and 

4. Require a person that keeps more than 4 dogs, 3 months 
old or older, to obtain a kennel license. 

Massachusetts S 175 

Would prohibit a pet shop from selling or delivering a cat, dog, 
or rabbit except by a: 
1. A public or private charitable nonprofit animal shelter or 

animal rescue organization; or 
2. A pet shop offering an animal owned by a nonprofit animal 

shelter or animal rescue organization for purposes of 
adopting out an animal to the public so long as the pet 
shop does not receive any adoption fees. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

7/22/19 

Massachusetts S 503 
Would require a commercial boarding or training kennel 
actively used for daycare services to ensure continuous 
supervision of all animals on such premises. 

Introduced 
1/22/19 

Massachusetts S 504  

Would: 
1. Require an annual inspection of a residential breeder and 

that this inspection ensure the premises contains safe, 
sanitary and humane conditions; 

2. Prohibit a person from selling a cat or dog less than 8 
weeks old, except for animals used for law enforcement 
purposes or as service animals; and 

3. Prohibit a person from allowing a dog or cat to whelp more 
than 6 liters over the animal's lifetime. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

9/10/19 

Massachusetts S 534 

Would: 
1. Require a research institution to offer a dog or cat for 

adoption before the animal is euthanized for any purpose 
other than scientific, medical, or educational research; and  

2. Exempt research institutions from this adoption 
requirement if the dog or cat: 
a. Manifests a behavioral or temperamental defect that 

poses a risk to the health and safety of the public; or 
b. Manifests symptoms of a disease, injury, a congenital 

or hereditary condition that adversely affects, or is 
likely to adversely affect, the health of the dog or cat. 

Introduced 
1/22/19 

Massachusetts S 1204 

Would allow a licensed veterinarian to declare a puppy or 
kitten unfit for sale by providing a written statement including: 
1. The date on which the puppy or kitten was examined; 
2. The breed, sex, and age of the puppy or kitten; 
3. Affirmation the veterinarian examined the puppy or kitten; 
4. A diagnosis that the puppy or kitten: 

a. Had, or currently has, a contagious or infectious 
disease or severe parasitism; or 

b. Has a congenital or hereditary condition; 
5. An affirmation that the examination occurred: 

a. Within 14 days after the transfer of the puppy or kitten 
if the animal was declared unfit for sale based on an 
illness that existed prior to, or at the time of, the sale; 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

6/4/19 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S175
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S503
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S504
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S534
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1204
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b. Within 1 year after the sale or transfer if the animal 
has been declared unfit for sale based on a hereditary 
or congenital condition that has a significant adverse 
effect on its health; or 

c. Within 1 year after the sale, or transfer, if the breed, 
sex, or health of the animal was misrepresented at the 
time of the transfer. 

Michigan SB 316 

Would prohibit a person or pet shop owner from knowingly 
providing an animal to a person who: 
1. Intends to use the animal for fighting; and 
2. Intends to abuse the animal. 

Introduced 
5/14/19 

Mississippi SB 2101 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person from acting as a pet dealer or kennel 

operator unless they have a valid license; 
2. Specified that these licenses shall be issued for a period of 

1 year and shall be renewed annually; and 
3. Required a license to be prominently displayed at each 

place of business of a pet dealer and at each kennel, 
stable, and animal shelter.  

Failed 
2/5/19 

Nebraska LB 382  

Would have: 
1. Required a pet shop to maintain sufficient records that 

document the source of each animal for the duration of its 
housing and for at least 1 year after the date of sale; and 

2. Prohibited a pet shop from knowingly selling a dog that 
was produced by inbreeding or line breeding a dog with its 
own parent or offspring. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 1454    
S 2658 

Would have: 
1. Established new requirements for pet dealers and pet 

shops; and 
2. Required pet dealers to comply with the same sourcing 

and reporting requirements for cats and dogs that are 
required for pet shops. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 2317    
S 3295 

Would have required kennels and veterinary facilities to: 
1. Provide direct supervision of any indoor or outdoor 

common play area whenever two or more dogs are 
present in that area at the same time; 

2. Keep a record of each time a dog is released from or 
returned to its cage or enclosure, which must be 
maintained for at least one year, and made available upon 
request to the dog’s owner and relevant governmental 
authorities; 

3. Develop and implement a training program for all 
employees of the kennel or veterinary facility who handle 
or provide care for dogs or who supervise staff handling or 
providing such care; and 

4. Post a sign in a conspicuous location near the entrance to 
the kennel or veterinary facility indicating that the facility is 
required to comply with the supervision, record keeping, 
and employee training requirements of this bill.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 3257 

 

Would have required:  
1. Any person importing 10 or more cats or dogs in any 

calendar year, for sale or adoption, to register as an 
animal importer with the Department of Health; and  

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-SB-0316
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2019/pdf/history/SB/SB2101.xml
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=37295
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3000/2658_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3000/2658_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A2500/2317_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A3500/3257_I1.PDF
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2. All imported cats and dogs to have an animal history and 
health certificate, certified by a licensed veterinarian, 
providing the following information: 
a. The name, address, and other contact information of 

the breeder of the cat or dog, if known;  
b. The origin of the cat or dog, its date of birth, and, if the 

date of birth is not known, its approximate age as 
estimated by a licensed veterinarian; and 

c. Any illnesses identified in the cat or dog; any 
treatments, medications, or vaccinations received; and 
a list of the treatments, medications, and vaccinations 
received, the dates of administration thereof, and the 
illnesses identified in the cat or dog and the date on 
which the illness was identified. 

New Jersey 
A 5040 
S 3551 

Would require every animal rescue organization facility, 
shelter, pound, and pet shop to obtain and retain the following 
records before adopting out an animal:  
1. A complete medical examination by a licensed veterinarian 

performed on the animal when received and a subsequent 
medical examination no more than 14 days before the 
animal is adopted; 

2. A complete behavioral and psychological assessment 
verifying that the animal does not appear to exhibit 
behavior or tendencies that would make the animal 
dangerous or unsuitable for adoption; and 

3. Any information concerning the animal’s history that may 
cause concern for a person adopting the animal. 

Introduced 
3/5/19 

New Jersey A 5202 
Would prohibit the intentional sale of a domestic companion 
animal that is less than eight weeks old. 

Introduced 
3/18/19 

New Jersey S 2820 

Would have: 
1. Directed the Department of Health (DOH) to develop 

standards for the appropriate breeding of dogs in 
commercial and residential settings; and 

2. Prohibited breeding a dog: 
a. Without a current U.S. Department of Agriculture 

license for the breeding of a dog; and 
b. In a manner that does not comply with the 

standards established by DOH. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 737 

Would have exempted a pet dealer from dog licensing 
requirements if the dealer: 
1. Is a person, firm, or corporation engaged in the business 

of breeding or raising dogs for profit and licensed as a 
Class A dealer under the Federal Animal Welfare Act; and 

2. Sells dogs exclusively to USDA registered research 
facilities or research facilities with a public health services 
approved animal welfare assurance from the Office of 
Laboratory Animal Welfare at the National Institute of 
Health. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 2616 
S 2850  

Would have prohibited a pet dealer from selling an animal 
unless it is obtained from: 
1. An animal shelter; 
2. A private, non-profit animal rescue organization; or 
3. An animal shelter or non-profit animal rescue organization 

that operates out of or in connection with a pet dealer. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5040_I1.HTM
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S4000/3551_I1.HTM
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5202_I1.HTM
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3000/2820_I1.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A737
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A2616
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A2616
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New York 
A 4517 
S 1449  

Would have: 
1. Required a 12% surcharge to be levied whenever a pet 

dealer sells an animal; 
2. Specified that this surcharge amount will be based on the 

total price of the animal and any ancillary products sold on 
the same day the animal was purchased; and  

3. Specified that this mandatory surcharge must be paid into 
the New York Animal Shelter and Wildlife Rehabilitator 
Account via the State Comptroller's Office.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 6299 
S 593 

Would have prohibited a retail pet shop from selling dogs or 
cats unless the shop collaborates with an animal rescue 
organization to provide space in order to showcase animals 
for adoption.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York S 6769 

Would require a pet dealer to provide the following information 
to a person to whom an animal is sold, given, or transferred: 
1. The name and address of and a telephone contact 

number for the person from whom each animal was 
acquired; 

2. A description of each animal showing age, color, 
markings, sex, breed of the animal and of the dam and 
sire of the animal; and 

3. Any information available concerning hereditary, genetic, 
or congenital defects in the animal's lineage. 

Introduced 
10/9/19 

Oklahoma SB 950  

Would have: 
1. Created the Pet Store Licensing Act to be administered by 

the State Board of Agriculture; and 
2. Prohibited a pet store from selling a dog unless the dog 

was obtained from one of the following sources: 
a. An animal rescue for dogs; 
b. An animal shelter; 
c. A dog wholesaler; and 
d. A qualified breeder. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oregon HB 2804  

Would have prohibited a retail pet store from selling a dog, 
cat, or rabbit acquired from source other than animal shelter or 
rescue organization. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oregon SB 268  

Would have created a personal income tax subtraction for 
adopting one dog or one cat from animal rescue entities per 
year for a single filer. Spouses filing jointly may claim the 
credit for a maximum of two qualified animal adoptions per tax 
year. The subtraction may not exceed the lesser of:  
1. The tax liability of the taxpayer for the tax year; 
2. $400 on a joint return; or  
3. $200 on any other type of return. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Pennsylvania SB 44  

Would prohibit a pet shop or kennel from selling a dog, cat, or 
rabbit unless the animal was obtained from or displayed in 
cooperation with an: 

1. Animal care facility; or 
2. Animal rescue organization. 

Introduced 
2/5/19 

Pennsylvania SB 665 

Would: 
1. Prohibit a releasing agency from adopting out a dog or cat 

unless the animal has been sterilized by a licensed 
veterinarian of the releasing agency; and 

2. Remove prior language allowing a new owner to sign an 
agreement to have the animal sterilized by a licensed 

Introduced 
5/24/19 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A4517
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A4517
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A6299
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S593
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S6769
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB%20950&session=1900
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/HB2804
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/SB268
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=44
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=665
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veterinarian and deposit funds with the releasing agency 
to ensure that the adopted animal will be sterilized.  

Rhode Island 
HB 5072 
SB 705 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a pet shop from selling a dog or cat unless the 

animal came from an animal shelter, dog pound, or animal 
rescue; 

2. Required a pet shop maintain sufficient records to 
document the source of each dog or cat it obtains for at 
least 2 years following the animal's date of acquisition; and 

3. Prohibited a person from selling, exchanging, or displaying 
any dog or cat on any roadside, public right-of-way, 
parkway, median, park, or outdoor market. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Rhode Island 
HB 6168 
SB 699 

This new law prohibits: 
1. Pet shops from purchasing dogs or cats from: 

a. Breeder, broker, or dealer that are not in good 
standing with the USDA and/or state 
regulations; 

b. Hobby breeders or individuals who have any 
criminal violations directly related to the 
general well-being of animals; or 

c. Animal shelters or rescues whose licensure 
has been revoked; and 

2. Any individual from selling a dog or cat on any 
roadside, public right-of-way, parkway, median, park, or 
other outdoor market. 

Signed 
into law 
on 7/8/19 

Texas 
HB 146 
SB 121 

Would have: 
1. Allowed a research facility to adopt-out a retired research 

animal: 
a. Through an animal rescue organization or animal 

shelter; or 
b. By an individual through an arrangement between the 

facility and the individual; 
2. Exempted retired research animals from this adoption 

provision if the animal has a substantial medical condition 
that prevents the animal from successfully integrating into 
an adoptive home; and 

3. Provided a research facility with immunity from civil liability 
if that facility provides research animals to an animal 
rescue organization in good faith. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas HB 2667 
Would have required the responsible pet owner program be 
offered online by a licensed program provider. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas HB 2721 

Would have prohibited a pet store from selling a dog or cat 
unless the pet store obtained the animal from: 
1. An animal control agency; 
2. An animal shelter; 
3. An animal rescue organization; or 
4. A licensed breeder. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Virginia SB 1043 

Would have prohibited a pet shop or dealer from purchasing 
or selling a dog from a commercial dog breeder unless the 
breeder provides a signed form that he or she is in full legal 
compliance. 

Failed 
1/24/19 

Virginia SB 1462 
This new law makes the following offenses a prohibited 
practice under the Virginia Consumer Protection Act: 
1. Misrepresenting an animal's condition; 

Signed 
into law 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/HouseText19/H5072.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5fd4c08303dbe1ee1da392fe024c4a6a9ccffd989ca575d1f3e696b0c498a3663d33cb1e419c6e4066342540e6bd485b
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/HouseText19/H6168.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/SenateText19/S0699A.pdf
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB146
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB146
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2667
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2721
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+SB1043
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+SB1462
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2. A pet shop's failure to post information about dogs in a 
clear and conspicuous place; 

3. Failure to provide consumer remedies for receipt of a 
diseased animal upon a veterinary certification; 

4. Failure to provide written notice of consumer remedies 
required to be supplied by pet dealers; and 

5. Failure to provide written notice of consumer remedies 
required to be supplied by boarding establishments. 

on 
3/18/19 

West Virginia HB 3068  

Would have prohibited a pet store operator from selling a live 
dog, cat, or rabbit unless the animal was obtained from an 
animal shelter or humane society. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Wisconsin 
AB 298 
SB 478 

Would prohibit a pet store from selling dogs and cats 
beginning on January 1, 2020.  

Introduced 
10/4/19 

 

Pets-General 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Florida 
HB 379 
SB 774  

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a licensed veterinarian from furnishing written 

patient medical records or discussing a patient's condition 
unless the veterinarian has received written authorization 
from the client; 

2. Allowed the court to grant a plaintiff, in a domestic abuse 
case, exclusive care or custody of an animal owned or 
preventing the defendant from having any contact with the 
animal; and 

3. Prohibited the formation of lease contracts where dogs 
and cats are used as collateral. 

Failed 
5/3/19 

New York 
A 5044 
S 3379  

Would have specified that any fees collected by a landlord, for 
a tenant's household pet, can only be retained if the landlord 
uses the money to clean or repair damages directly caused by 
the pet after the tenant has vacated the premises. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

 

Prescription Drug Monitoring Program/Controlled Substances 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Alaska 

Bd of Vet 
Examiners 

12 AAC 
68 

Would require a veterinarian who has a federal DEA 
registration number to register with the prescription drug 
monitoring program (PDMP) controlled substance prescription 
database. 

Proposed 
6/10/19 

California AB 714 

This new law excludes licensed veterinarians from the 
definition of “prescriber” in sections of current California law. 
 
Currently, California law requires a prescriber to offer to a 
patient a prescription for naloxone hydrochloride or another 
drug approved by the FDA for the complete or partial reversal 
of opioid depression when certain conditions are present.  

Signed 
into law 
on 9/5/19 

Colorado 
HB 19-
1009 

This new law creates the Board of Governors (“Board”) of the 
Opioid Crisis Recovery Fund and include a licensed 
veterinarian in the Board’s membership composition. 

Signed 
into law 

on 5/23/19 

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=3068&year=2019&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/AB298
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/sen/bill/SB478
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=63285
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=63285
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A5044
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A5044
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=194452
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=194452
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=194452
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=194452
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB714
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1009
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1009
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Colorado SB 19-228 

This new law requires a licensed veterinarian to complete up 
to 4 credit hours of Board-approved continuing education on 
best practices for opioid prescribing, substance use disorders, 
and the use of the electronic prescription drug monitoring 
program starting October 1, 2019. 

Signed 
into law 

on 5/23/19 

Colorado 

Bd of Vet 
Med 4 

CCR 727-
1 

This new regulation requires every veterinarian, including 
academic veterinarians, to complete at least 1 hour of 
substance use prevention training per renewal period in order 
to demonstrate competency. 

Finalized 
on 

10/10/19 

Connecticut HB 7159 

This new law specifies that each veterinarian who dispenses a 
controlled substance prescription shall report to the 
commissioner the following information at least weekly, by 
electronic means or, if the veterinarian does not maintain 
records electronically, in a format approved by the 
commissioner:  

1. Dispenser identification number; 
2. The date the prescription for the controlled substance 

was filled; 
3. The prescription number;  
4. Whether the prescription for the controlled substance 

is new or a refill; 
5. The national drug code number for the drug 

dispensed;  
6. The amount of the controlled substance dispensed 

and the number of days' supply of the controlled 
substance;  

7. A patient identification number;  
8. The patient's first name, last name and street address, 

including postal code;  
9. The date of birth of the patient;  
10. The date the prescription for the controlled substance 

was issued by the prescribing practitioner;  
11. The prescribing practitioner's DEA identification 

number; and  
12. The type of payment. 

Signed 
into law 
on 7/9/19 

Delaware 

Dept of 
State 
16 DE 

Reg. 79 

Would specify the requirements pertaining to expiration of 
Schedule II and III prescriptions and partial filling of controlled 
substance prescriptions.  

Proposed 
7/1/19 

District of 
Columbia 

Dept of 
Health 

N0078625  

This new regulation adds Gabapentin to the list of covered 
substances as a drug of concern. 

Finalized 
6/7/19 

District of 
Columbia 

D-Health 
N0086451 

Would: 
1. Require a practitioner, including veterinarians, to register 

with the District of Columbia Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Program (PDMP) prior to applying for renewal of a 
controlled substance registration starting Aug. 1, 2019; 
and 

2. Prohibit the Department of Health from renewing a 
controlled substance registration for a practitioner that is 
not registered with the PDMP.  

Proposed 
10/4/19 

Florida 
HB 287 
SB 488  

Would have prohibited a practitioner or pharmacist from 
dispensing a new Schedule II prescription opioid unless the 
prescription container bears a red warning sticker that warns 

Failed 
5/3/19 

http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb19-228
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Upload/AGORequest/AdoptedRules02019-00480.doc
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Upload/AGORequest/AdoptedRules02019-00480.doc
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Upload/AGORequest/AdoptedRules02019-00480.doc
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Upload/AGORequest/AdoptedRules02019-00480.doc
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB07159&which_year=2019
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/july2019/proposed/23%20DE%20Reg%2016%2007-01-19.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/july2019/proposed/23%20DE%20Reg%2016%2007-01-19.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/july2019/proposed/23%20DE%20Reg%2016%2007-01-19.htm
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/july2019/proposed/23%20DE%20Reg%2016%2007-01-19.htm
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=78625
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=78625
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=78625
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=86451
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=86451
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=63180
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=63180
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users about the addictive nature of opioids and the risks of 
overdoses. 

Illinois HB 163 

Would have required prescription monitoring program 
information be transmitted:  
1. No later than the end of the business day on which a 

controlled substance is dispensed; or 
2. At such other time as required by the Department of 

Human Services. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Illinois HB 2303  

Would have prohibited a person from knowingly using or 
possessing a prescriber's Illinois controlled substance license 
or U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration registration number: 
1. Other than for: 

a. Prescribing or dispensing controlled substances;  
b. Insurance processing related to controlled substances;  
c. Professional employment; 
d. Collecting credentials data under the Health Care 

Professional Credentials Data Collection Act; or 
e. Licensure purposes; 

2. Without authorization;  
3. To fraudulently obtain any medication or to fraudulently 

create a prescription or order; or  
4. Except as authorized by law. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Illinois 
HB 2439 
SB 1665 

This new law: 
1. Exempts licensed veterinarians from registration in the 

Prescription Monitoring Program; 
2. Prohibits veterinarians from accessing patient 

information in the Prescription Monitoring Program; 
and 

3. Requires a veterinarian to report to local law 
enforcement any instance where he or she suspects 
that a person is presenting an animal for treatment in 
order to fraudulently obtaining any controlled 
substance or prescription for a controlled substance. 

 
Licensed veterinarians that are existing registrants shall be 
removed from the Prescription Monitoring Program. 

Signed 
into law 

on 8/16/19 
 

Illinois HB 3300 

Would have: 
1. Required a licensed veterinarian to limit the initial amount 

of a: 
a. Dispensed Schedule II controlled substance to a 5-day 

supply at a dosage clinically appropriate for the animal 
being treated; and 

b. Dispensed benzodiazepine to a 14-day supply at a 
dosage clinically appropriate for the animal being 
treated; and 

2. Prohibited a veterinarian from dispensing more than a 30-
day supply of a Schedule II controlled substance or a 
benzodiazepine, at one-time, to an animal with a chronic 
condition after the initial 5 or 14-day period. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Indiana HB 1246  

This new law amends the definition of controlled substance to 
include gabapentin. 

Signed 
into law 
on 5/5/19 

http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=163
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=2303
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=2439
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=SB&DocNum=1665
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=3300
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/house/1246
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Indiana HB 1294 

This new law: 
1. Defines dispense to mean delivering a controlled 

substance to an ultimate user or research subject by or 
pursuant to the lawful order of a practitioner, including 
veterinarians; 

2. Requires a dispenser to transmit information to the 
INSPECT program each time he or she dispenses 
ephedrine, pseudoephedrine, or a controlled substance 
within 24 hours; and 

3. Requires all practitioners to query the INSPECT program 
before prescribing a controlled substance or 
benzodiazepine beginning January 1, 2021. 

Signed 
into law 

on 4/18/19 

Indiana HB 1295 

This new law: 
1. Specifies that a veterinarian may issue an opioid 

prescription only if the prescription is for an animal and 
does not exceed a 7-day supply; and 

2. Allows a veterinarian who is treating an animal to obtain, 
from the prescription drug monitoring database, 
information about: 
a. The animal’s owner; or 
b. The individual to whom an opioid or benzodiazepine 

will be dispensed for the animal. 

Signed 
into law 
on 4/3/19 

Kansas HB 2358 

Would have required a prescriber, including veterinarians, to: 
1. Discuss any relevant medical risks with a patient before he 

or she issues a Schedule II controlled substance or any 
opiate to treat acute or chronic pain; 

2. Not issue an opiate prescription that exceeds the amount 
or time period established by the State Board of Pharmacy 
rules and regulations; and  

3. Biennially complete 3 hours of continuing education on 
prescribing and administering opiates and 1 hour of 
continuing education on the prescription drug monitoring 
program starting July 1, 2019. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Maryland HB 755  

Would have required the Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Program to monitor the prescribing and dispensing of 
Gabapentin by all prescribers and dispensers in Maryland. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Massachusetts H 1866  

Would specify that only licensed dentists, nurses, physicians, 
veterinarians, or a student acting under the supervision of said 
licensed person can administer Schedule II-VI controlled 
substances. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 
11/19/19 

Massachusetts H 1936  

Would require any person prescribing Schedule II-V controlled 
substances to submit a daily report on the issuance of said 
prescriptions by any and all medical practitioners. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

9/10/19 

Minnesota 
HF 400 
SF 502  

This new law requires: 
1. Each manufacturer and wholesale drug distributor to 

report every opiate sale, delivery, or distribution made to 
any practitioner, pharmacy, hospital, or veterinary hospital 
to the Board of Pharmacy starting March 1, 2020; and 

2. A licensed veterinarian to check a person’s valid 
photographic identification when the veterinarian 
dispenses a Schedule II-V controlled substance. 

Signed 
into law 

on 5/22/19 

Minnesota 
HF 630 
SF 751  

Would have: 
1. Required every manufacturer and wholesale drug 

distributor to report each sale of opiates made to a 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/house/1294
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/house/1295
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/hb2358/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=HB0755&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1866
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1936
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%20400&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%20400&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%20630&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%20630&ssn=0&y=2019
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practitioner, pharmacy, or veterinary hospital within the 
state beginning March 1, 2020; and 
2. Specified that a Schedule II-IV opiate prescription 

cannot be dispensed more than 30 days after the 
prescription was issued.  

Minnesota 
HF 1731 
SF 1943 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a veterinarian from issuing a controlled 

substance prescription or dispensing a controlled 
substance for more than 7 days if the patient does not 
possess an implanted, approved microchip containing the 
unique identification number assigned to the patient; 

2. Required a veterinarian to report to the prescription 
monitoring database within 72 hours of prescribing a 
reportable prescription starting July 1, 2021; 

3. Exempted a veterinarian from this reporting requirement if 
a controlled substance is administered to a patient under 
direct veterinary care; and 

4. Required every veterinarian who prescribed controlled 
substances to register with the database by March 1. 
2021. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Minnesota HF 2589 

Would have required: 
1. Each manufacturer and wholesale drug distributor to 

report every opiate sale, delivery, or distribution made to 
any practitioner, pharmacy, hospital, or veterinary hospital 
to the Board of Pharmacy starting March 1, 2020; and 

2. A licensed veterinarian to check a person’s valid 
photographic identification when the veterinarian 
dispenses a Schedule II-V controlled substance. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Minnesota SF 858  

Would have required a prescriber or dispenser to: 
1. Query the prescription electronic reporting system before 

initially prescribing or dispensing an opioid to a patient; 
and 

2. Perform periodic queries if treatment with opioids 
continues for more than 30 days.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Mississippi HB 468 
Would have prohibited a veterinarian from prescribing more 
than 75 units of oxycontin (oxycodone), per prescription, 
unless the patient is admitted to a hospital. 

Failed 
2/5/19 

Montana HB 654 

This new law revises laws for funding of treatment courts 
through taxing the sale of opioids and requiring licensing of 
opioid sellers. The law: 
1. Requires veterinarians and pharmacists as first point of 

sales to pay a license fee of $500 if they would be 
dispensing opioids. 

2. Requires suppliers to pay a 10% tax on the sale of those 
items that is not recoverable as a line item expense. It is 
included in the retail price. 

Signed 
into law 
on 5/9/19 

Montana SB 322 

Would have required a license endorsement for wholesale 
distributors of opioid in Montana. Drug distributors would have 
been required to pay $5 million annually to conduct business 
in Montana. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Nebraska LB 489  

Would have required a credential holder, including 
veterinarians, to register with the prescription drug monitoring 
system if the credential holder is a dispenser or prescriber. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%201731&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF%201943&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF%202589&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF%20858&ssn=0&y=2019
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2019/pdf/history/HB/HB0468.xml
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W%24BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=654&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W%24BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=322&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=37034
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Nebraska LB 556  

This new law requires licensed veterinarians to report the 
dispensing of Schedule IV controlled substances to the 
prescription drug monitoring program. 

Signed 
into law 
on 5/1/19 

Nevada 
Bd of 

Pharm 
NAC 453 

Would: 
1. Allow the Board of Pharmacy (Board) to place any of its 

certificates of registration issued to a practitioner, 
including veterinarians, on inactive status if the Board 
receives notice that the practitioner has been placed on 
inactive status by an occupational licensing board; and 

2. Prohibit a practitioner from dispensing any controlled 
substance during the period that his/her certificate of 
registration is placed on inactive status.  

Proposed 
9/12/19 

New 
Hampshire 

HB 284 
This new law requires practitioners, including veterinarians, to 
conduct biennial controlled substance inventories every odd-
numbered year. 

Signed 
into law 

on 5/13/19 

New 
Hampshire 

Bd of 
Pharm    

Ph 2100 

Would set forth: 
1. Pre-inspection requirements; 
2. Information on inspection frequency; 
3. Rules on inspections depending on risk level; and 
4. Rules on self-inspections, inspection processes for 

practitioners, rules on inspection reports, and rules on 
violations. 

 
This proposal will affect all those licensed by the Board of 
Pharmacy, as well as veterinarians with prescriptive authority. 

Proposed 
4/25/19 

New 
Hampshire 

Bd of 
Pharm    

Ph 2200 

Would adopt rules to govern the Board of Pharmacy’s 
investigation procedures: 
1. For inspection and regulation of certain users of 

prescription drugs; 
2. On drug compounding; 
3. On complaints relative to misconduct by licensees and 

others, and 
4. On dealing in or possessing prescription drugs. 
 
This proposal will affect all those licensed by the Board of 
Pharmacy, as well as veterinarians with prescriptive authority. 

Proposed 
4/24/19 

New Jersey 
A 996      

S 2639 

Would have:  
1. Specified that when a veterinarian prescribes an animal 

medication: 
a. A prescription is to be issued in the name of the 

animal owner; 
b. A prescription blank must identify both the name of the 

animal owner and the name of the animal that is to be 
administered the prescribed medication; and 

c. Only the person who is named on the prescription 
blank will be authorized to possess the drug for the 
purposes of administering it to the identified animal. 

2. Required a veterinarian to review relevant prescription 
monitoring information under the State’s Prescription 
Monitoring Program (PMP) before prescribing any 
controlled dangerous substance for use in the treatment of 
an animal;  

3. Amended the State’s PMP to clarify that veterinarians are 
authorized to access PMP information for the purposes of 

Sine Die-
Failed 

 

http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=37836
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Register/2019Register/R071-19I.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Register/2019Register/R071-19I.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Register/2019Register/R071-19I.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_status.aspx?lsr=0589&sy=2019&sortoption=billnumber&txtsessionyear=2019&txtlsrnumber=0589
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/register/2019/May-2-19.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/register/2019/May-2-19.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/register/2019/May-2-19.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/register/2019/May-2-19.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/register/2019/May-2-19.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/register/2019/May-2-19.pdf
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3000/2639_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3000/2639_I1.PDF


 

 

1910 Sunderland Place, NW | Washington, DC 20036-1642 | p: 800.321.1473 | www.avma.org 

 

providing care or treatment to an animal, and for the 
purposes of verifying information related to a veterinary 
client; and 

4. Authorized a veterinarian to provide any employed, 
certified veterinary aides with delegated authority to 
access PMP information.   

New Jersey A 5118 

Would expand the State’s prescription monitoring program 
to include veterinarians unless he or she administers or 
prescribes a controlled dangerous substance to an animal 
while providing emergency care. 

Introduced 
3/5/19 

New Jersey 

Division of 
Consumer 

Affairs 
51 N.J.R. 

937(a) 

Would require licensed veterinarians to complete one (1) 
credit of continuing education in topics concerning prescription 
opioid drugs every biennial renewal period beginning on June 
30, 2019. 
 
These topics would have to include the risks and signs of 
opioid abuse, addiction, and diversion.  

Proposed 
6/17/19 

New York 
A 3823 
S 3906 

Would have classified gabapentin as a controlled substance. Sine Die-
Failed 

New York S 5653 

Would have require the Department of Health to identify and 
investigate prescribers with statistically high prescribing 
patterns. If the Department reasonably believes, after such 
investigation, that a violation of the law has occurred, the 
department would have been required to provide such 
information to the attorney general. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Carolina SB 546 

Would: 
1. Expand the prescription monitoring program to include 

gabapentin and naloxone hydrochloride; and 
2. Require a practitioner to query the prescription monitoring 

program before initially prescribing a targeted controlled 
substance or a benzodiazepine to a patient. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Ohio 

State Bd 
of Pharm 
4729:5-1-

02  

Would allow: 
1. A licensed veterinarian to write prescriptions for drugs or 

dangerous drugs in the course of the person's professional 
practice; and 

2. A non-resident prescriber to write prescriptions in that 
state for drugs to be dispensed if he/she is authorized to 
issue prescriptions for dangerous drugs in the course of 
the prescriber's professional practice in a state other than 
Ohio.  

Proposed 
3/25/19 

Ohio 

State Bd 
of Pharm 
4729:5-3-

08 

Would have allowed licensed veterinarians to sell or offer to 
sell dangerous drugs via the internet only when the internet 
pharmacy maintains accreditation as a verified internet 
pharmacy practice site from the National Association of 
Boards of Pharmacy. 

Withdrawn 
1/25/19 

Ohio 

Bd of 
Pharm 
4729:5-
20-02 

Would require a veterinarian who personally furnishes a 
dangerous drug, other than a sample drug, to affix to the 
container a label showing: 
1. The name and address of the veterinarian; 
2. The name of the patient for whom the drug is intended, 

which shall include the name of the owner and 
identification of the animal; 

3. Name and strength of the dangerous drug; 
4. Directions for use; 

Proposed 
4/2/19 

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5118_I1.HTM
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5fc366baccb632dda513312388fc67f8e848eec6b1e5a677bd06b314a6c83cdb986edce17f6c10ce1bdad6c920a4dd09
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5fc366baccb632dda513312388fc67f8e848eec6b1e5a677bd06b314a6c83cdb986edce17f6c10ce1bdad6c920a4dd09
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5fc366baccb632dda513312388fc67f8e848eec6b1e5a677bd06b314a6c83cdb986edce17f6c10ce1bdad6c920a4dd09
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5fc366baccb632dda513312388fc67f8e848eec6b1e5a677bd06b314a6c83cdb986edce17f6c10ce1bdad6c920a4dd09
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5fc366baccb632dda513312388fc67f8e848eec6b1e5a677bd06b314a6c83cdb986edce17f6c10ce1bdad6c920a4dd09
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A3823
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3906
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S5653
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/S546/True
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/305942/ruleAction/553362/rb/728906
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/305942/ruleAction/553362/rb/728906
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/305942/ruleAction/553362/rb/728906
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/305942/ruleAction/553362/rb/728906
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/pdfs/4729/5/3/4729%245-3-08_PH_OF_N_RU_20181010_1143.pdf
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/pdfs/4729/5/3/4729%245-3-08_PH_OF_N_RU_20181010_1143.pdf
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/pdfs/4729/5/3/4729%245-3-08_PH_OF_N_RU_20181010_1143.pdf
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/pdfs/4729/5/3/4729%245-3-08_PH_OF_N_RU_20181010_1143.pdf
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306553/ruleAction/556072/rb/732984
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306553/ruleAction/556072/rb/732984
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306553/ruleAction/556072/rb/732984
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306553/ruleAction/556072/rb/732984
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5. Date furnished; and 
6. If a compounded drug, the statement "Compounded Drug" 

or other similar statement shall also be displayed 
prominently on the label. 

Ohio 

Bd of 
Pharm 
4729:5-
20-03 

Would require a licensed veterinarian to store dangerous 
drugs containing propofol, gabapentin, and exempt narcotics 
in securely locked, substantially constructed cabinet or safe. 

Proposed 
4/2/19 

Ohio 

Bd of 
Pharm 
4729:5-
20-04 

Would require a veterinary clinic to keep a record of all 
dangerous drugs received, administered, personally furnished, 
disposed, sold or transferred. 

Proposed 
4/2/19 

Oklahoma SB 1033  

Would have required a licensing board to take disciplinary 
action against a registrant who fails to access and check the 
central repository as required under state or federal law, 
federal regulation, or administrative rule. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oregon HB 3192 

Would have imposed a yearly assessment on each 
prescription opioids manufacturer in the amount of $0.01 per 
morphine milligram equivalent. This assessment would apply 
to opioids dispensed on or after January 1, 2020. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oregon HB 3273 

This new law: 
1. Requires prescription drug manufacturers to develop 

and implement a drug take-back program for purpose 
of collecting from individuals and non-business 
entities prescription drugs for disposal by February 1, 
2021; and 

2. Exempts drugs that are used for animal medicines, 
including but not limited to parasiticide drugs for 
animals. 

Signed 
into law 

on 8/14/19 

Oregon HB 3315 

Would have required veterinarians to report to the prescription 
monitoring program when he or she prescribes and dispenses 
Schedule II-V controlled substance. A veterinarian would have 
been required to report this information within 72 hours after 
dispensing a covered substance. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

South Carolina H 3732  

This new law requires a licensed veterinarian to biennially 
complete at least 2 hours of continuing education on approved 
procedures of prescribing and monitoring Schedule II-IV 
controlled substances. 

Signed 
into law 
on 4/9/19 

Texas HB 2174 

This new law: 
1. Specifies that a controlled substance prescription is not 

required to be issued electronically and may be issued in 
writing if it is issued by a veterinarian; and 

2. Requires a person licensed to prescribe or dispense 
controlled substances to complete 2 hours or continuing 
education on approved procedures of prescribing and 
monitoring controlled substances. 

Signed 
into law 

on 6/14/19 

Texas HB 2766 
Would have allowed a veterinarian to issue a prescription for a 
controlled substance in writing rather than electronically. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas 
HB 3284 
SB 1947 

This new law requires: 
1. A veterinarian to complete 2 hours of continuing education 

related to opioid abuse and controlled substance 
diversion, inventory, and security every 2 years; and 

2. The Board of Pharmacy to make controlled substance 
distribution information available to the State Board of 

Signed 
into law 

on 6/14/19 

http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306554/ruleAction/556073/rb/732949
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306554/ruleAction/556073/rb/732949
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306554/ruleAction/556073/rb/732949
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306554/ruleAction/556073/rb/732949
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306555/ruleAction/556074/rb/732954
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306555/ruleAction/556074/rb/732954
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306555/ruleAction/556074/rb/732954
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306555/ruleAction/556074/rb/732954
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB%201033&session=1900
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/HB3192
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/HB3273
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/HB3315
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=3732&session=123&summary=B
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2174
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2766
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB3284
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB1947
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Veterinary Medical Examiners for the purpose of routine 
inspections and investigations. 

Texas 

Bd of Vet 
Med 

Examiners 
22 TAC 
577.15 

Would increase veterinary license renewal fees to fund a 
proposed controlled substance inspection and education 
program. 

Proposed 
5/3/19 

Utah HB 469 

Would have allowed a practitioner, including veterinarians, to 
request that the Division of Occupational and Professional 
Licensing alert users of the Controlled Substance Database 
that a patient is at elevated risk of misusing a prescription 
drug. 

Sine Die- 
Failed 

 

Utah HB 471 

Would have required:  
1. Every veterinarian who is authorized to administer or 

professionally use a controlled substance to keep a record 
of the drugs received by him and a record of all drugs 
administered, dispensed, or professionally used by him 
other than by a prescription; and 

2. A veterinarian to maintain records and inventories in 
conformance with the record keeping and inventory 
requirements of federal and state law and any additional 
rules issued by the division. 

Sine Die- 
Failed 

 

Virginia SB 1653 

This new law exempts the dispensing of controlled substances 
from the prescription monitoring reporting requirement if: 
1. A veterinarian dispenses the substance within the usual 

course of their professional practice for a course of 
treatment to last 7 days or less; or 

2. Such covered substance is feline buprenorphine or canine 
butorphanol. 

Signed 
into law 

on 3/21/19 

West Virginia HB 2768  

This new law prohibits a licensed veterinarian from issuing an 
initial Schedule II opioid drug prescription for more than a 7-
day supply. 

Signed 
into law 

on 3/26/19 

Wyoming SF 46 
This new law prohibits a practitioner, including veterinarians, 
from prescribing any opioid for acute pain to a first-time user 
for more than a 7-day supply in a 7-day period. 

Signed 
into law 

on 2/28/19 

Wyoming SF 47 
This new law requires a veterinarian to biannually complete 3 
hours of continuing education on the topic of responsible 
prescribing of controlled substances.   

Signed 
into law 

on 2/28/19 

 

Prescriptions-General 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Alabama HB 293 

Would require a dispensing veterinarian to notify an animal 
owner that prescription drugs and controlled substances may 
be available at a pharmacy and to provide the owner with a 
written prescription upon request. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Connecticut 

Dept of 
Consumer 
Protection 
PR2017-

055 

This new regulation establishes guidelines for the safe 
collection and handling of unused prescription drugs that are 
returned to licensed Connecticut pharmacies by the public. 

Finalized 
7/8/19 

Florida 
HB 831 
SB 1192 

Would have require a health care practitioner, including 
veterinarians, to electronically transmit medicinal drug 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/2d8fd41396b4b176a6ffe2b70fc06e18bd397255c62736ac0597f1caff40e1d47455856abfa1184a192da5d46001ef05
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/2d8fd41396b4b176a6ffe2b70fc06e18bd397255c62736ac0597f1caff40e1d47455856abfa1184a192da5d46001ef05
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/2d8fd41396b4b176a6ffe2b70fc06e18bd397255c62736ac0597f1caff40e1d47455856abfa1184a192da5d46001ef05
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/2d8fd41396b4b176a6ffe2b70fc06e18bd397255c62736ac0597f1caff40e1d47455856abfa1184a192da5d46001ef05
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/2d8fd41396b4b176a6ffe2b70fc06e18bd397255c62736ac0597f1caff40e1d47455856abfa1184a192da5d46001ef05
https://le.utah.gov/~2019/bills/static/HB0469.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2019/bills/static/HB0471.html
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+SB1653
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=2768&year=2019&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2019/SF0046
https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2019/SF0047
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/11eb4ec41d415e25c471ab4f5156585d2c6e58c1f1fff477193f2e8055df47a33edaf26cc7e8f95071744ebda0542252
https://eregulations.ct.gov/eRegsPortal/Search/getDocument?guid=%7BC1E26052-AE1E-4A51-BB45-37B68B060E6D%7D
https://eregulations.ct.gov/eRegsPortal/Search/getDocument?guid=%7BC1E26052-AE1E-4A51-BB45-37B68B060E6D%7D
https://eregulations.ct.gov/eRegsPortal/Search/getDocument?guid=%7BC1E26052-AE1E-4A51-BB45-37B68B060E6D%7D
https://eregulations.ct.gov/eRegsPortal/Search/getDocument?guid=%7BC1E26052-AE1E-4A51-BB45-37B68B060E6D%7D
https://eregulations.ct.gov/eRegsPortal/Search/getDocument?guid=%7BC1E26052-AE1E-4A51-BB45-37B68B060E6D%7D
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=64701
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=65342
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prescriptions upon renewal of the health care practitioner’s 
license or by July 1, 2021, whichever is earlier. 

Idaho H 10 

This new law allows: 
1. Licensed practitioners, including veterinarians, and their 

agents or employees to deliver and administer prescription 
drugs to their patients in the practice of their respective 
professions; and 

2. Multistate licensees to engage in the practice of pharmacy 
if he or she is permitted to engage in the multistate 
practice of pharmacy in or into Idaho. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
2/15/19 

Illinois HB 349 

Would have: 
1. Created the Drug and Sharps Waste Stewardship Act; 
2. Required covered entities to provide lists of covered and 

not covered products to the State Board of Pharmacy and 
to implement stewardship plans; and 

3. Exempted drugs that are used for animal medicines, 
including parasiticide products for animals, from the 
definition of a covered drug. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Indiana SB 133 

This new law prohibits a person from selling a legend drug 
unless the following information is affixed to the immediate 
container in which the drug is delivered: 
1. Name, address, and phone number of the establishment 

from which the drug was dispensed; 
2. Date on which the prescription for the drug was filled; 
3. Number of the prescription as filed in the prescription files 

of the pharmacist who filled the prescription; 
4. Name of the practitioner who prescribed the drug; 
5. Name of the patient, or if the drug was prescribed for an 

animal, a statement of the species of the animal; 
6. Directions for the use of the drug as contained in the 

prescription; and 
7. If the drug contains or is derived from opium, a statement 

that the drug is an opioid. 

Signed 
into law 
on 5/1/19 

New Jersey 
A 5192 
S 3641 

Would require drug manufacturers to establish drug take 
back programs for the disposal of covered drugs and for 
certain pharmacies to become authorized collection sites 
for covered drugs. Drugs and biological products for 
veterinary use would be included within the definition of a 
covered drug. 

Introduced 
5/13/19 

New York 
A 6502 
S 3959 

Would have required veterinarians to notify owners of potential 
risks and side effects of medication prior to prescribing or 
otherwise providing medication to an animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 8615 
S 3085 

Would establish a drug repository program to accept and 
dispense donated prescription drugs, including drugs issued 
on the order of a licensed veterinarian. 

Introduced 
10/2/19 

Oregon HB 2065 

Would have: 
1. Directed each manufacturer of covered drugs that are sold 

within Oregon to participate in drug take-back program for 
purpose of collecting from these drugs for disposal; 

2. Included drugs intended to be used by a licensed 
veterinarian within the definition of a covered drug; and 

3. Exempted pet pesticide products from this definition. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oregon SB 409 
Would have: Sine Die-

Failed 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2019/legislation/H0010
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=349
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/senate/133
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5192_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S4000/3641_I1.PDF
https://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?leg_video=&term=2019&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Text=Y&bn=A6502&default_fld=&Memo=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Actions=Y&Summary=Y
https://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?leg_video=&term=2019&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Text=Y&bn=S3959&default_fld=&Memo=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Actions=Y&Summary=Y
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A8615
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3085
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/HB2065
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/SB409
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1. Directed the State Board of Pharmacy to develop 
programs that allow for the wholesale importation of 
prescription drugs into Oregon; and 

2. Required the Board to report to an interim committee of 
the Legislative Assembly, no later than June 30, 2020, on 
the final state of the wholesale importation program 
design.  

Texas 

Bd of 
Pharm   
22 TAC 
315.6 

Would require a pharmacy to electronically: 
1. Submit to the Board of Pharmacy data elements: patient's 

name, date of birth, and address or such information on 
the animal's owner if the prescription is for an animal; and 

2. Correct submitted dispensing data within 7 business days 
of identifying an omission, error, or inaccuracy in 
previously submitted dispensing data. 

Proposed 
9/27/19 

 

Scope of Practice 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Arkansas HB 1146 

This new law requires a person to do the following before 
engaging in the practice of equine massage therapy: 
1. Obtain a Board of Veterinary Medicine (Board) certificate 

to practice equine massage therapy under the direction of 
a licensed veterinarian; or 

2. Obtain a Board license after submitting: 
a. An application for a license;  
b. An application fee not to exceed $50;  
c. A letter of recommendation from 1 client who 

previously employed the individual and who can bear 
witness to the individual's ability to perform equine 
massage therapy; and  

d. A copy of the individual's degree or certification in 
animal massage from a school or training program 
approved by the Board.  

Signed 
into law 
on 3/1/19 

Arkansas HB 1264  

This new law amends the exemption to veterinary licensure for 
chiropractors performing chiropractic upon animals by 
removing the requirement that chiropractic is performed under 
the immediate supervision of a licensed veterinarian. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
2/13/19 

California AB 1230 

Would have prohibited a person from declawing a cat or 
another animal unless both of the following conditions are 
satisfied: 
1. The person is licensed as a veterinarian; and 
2. The veterinarian is performing the declawing for a 

therapeutic purpose.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Indiana SB 21 

Would have exempted an individual from the Veterinary 
Practice Act if they: 
1. Have submitted 2 signed letters of recommendation to the 

Board of Veterinary Medicine from clients who have 
previously employed the individual to perform equine teeth 
floating and can attest to the individual’s ability to perform 
this procedure; and 

2. Engage in the practice of veterinary medicine only by 
performing equine teeth floating services. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/08cfcfe600769b90565f25eef44ef73d96d5d4bef196f2a1cac930f4b9fcf6858af1758ccd2d62a58e6d3b0907e98f89
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/08cfcfe600769b90565f25eef44ef73d96d5d4bef196f2a1cac930f4b9fcf6858af1758ccd2d62a58e6d3b0907e98f89
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/08cfcfe600769b90565f25eef44ef73d96d5d4bef196f2a1cac930f4b9fcf6858af1758ccd2d62a58e6d3b0907e98f89
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/08cfcfe600769b90565f25eef44ef73d96d5d4bef196f2a1cac930f4b9fcf6858af1758ccd2d62a58e6d3b0907e98f89
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1146
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1264
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1230
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/senate/21
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Massachusetts H 193  

Would prohibit a body art practitioner from conducting any 
form of body art on an animal. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

5/13/19 

Massachusetts H 203  

Would: 
1. Define “equine dental practitioner” as a veterinarian or a 

person that is certified by the International Association of 
Equine Dentistry; 

2. Require a person complete the following to register as an 
equine dental practitioner by the Board of Veterinary 
Medicine: 
a. Furnish satisfactory proof that he/she is 18 years old 

or over; 
b. Be of good moral character; 
c. Provide evidence that he/she is certified by the 

International Association of Equine Dentistry; and 
d. Pay an annual licensing fee.  

Hearing 
Scheduled 

5/13/19 

Massachusetts H 204  

Would define “floating teeth” as the application or use of any 
instrument to any portion of a horse’s tooth to reduce or 
eliminate calculus, soft deposits, plaque; the removal of 
enamel points; the smoothing, contouring, filing, and scaling of 
tooth surfaces; and the removal of deciduous caps. 
 
This definition would not include dental procedures on canines 
and felines or using controlled substances without the order of 
a licensed veterinarian. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

5/13/19 

Massachusetts S 169  

Would prohibit a person from performing the declawing, 
onychectomy or tendonectomy, of a cat unless the following 
apply: 
1. The person performing such a procedure is licensed;  
2. The declawing is for a therapeutic purpose; and 
3. The person who causes a declawing to be performed 

relies upon the written opinion of a licensed person that 
the procedure is required for a therapeutic purpose. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

7/22/19 

Michigan HB 4593 
Would prohibit a veterinarian from performing a devocalization 
procedure unless they determine the procedure is for a 
therapeutic purpose. 

Introduced 
5/15/19 

Michigan HB 4641 

Would prohibit a person from performing or knowingly 
permitting the performance of a devocalization procedure on 
an animal without a licensed veterinarian determining the 
procedure is for a therapeutic purpose. 

Introduced 
5/21/19 

Missouri HB 1144 
Would have exempted an animal chiropractic practitioner from 
the veterinary license requirement when he or she engages in 
the practice of animal chiropractic. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Nevada SB 156 

Would have exempted any person that performs teeth floating 
services on equine or livestock from veterinary licensure 
requirements if he or she is certified by the International 
Association of Equine Dentistry or its successor organization. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 347      

S 1209 

Would have prohibited a person from performing, or causing 
to be performed, an onychectomy (declawing) or flexor 
tendonectomy procedure by any means on a cat or other 
animal, unless the procedure is deemed necessary for a 
therapeutic purpose by a licensed veterinarian.   
Any person who violates this provision would be guilty of a 
disorderly person’s offense, which is punishable by a fine of 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1936
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H203
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H204
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S169
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-HB-4593
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-HB-4641
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB1144&year=2019&code=R
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6211/Overview
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A0500/347_I1.PDF
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up to $1,000, a term of imprisonment of up to 6 months, or 
both.  A violator would also be subject to a civil penalty of 
between $500 and $2,000. 

New Jersey A 3751 

Would have: 
1. Clarified that piercing or tattooing an animal constitutes 

unnecessary mutilation for the purposes of existing animal 
cruelty offenses; 

2. Allowed animal piercing or tattooing if it: 
a. Provides a medical benefit to the domestic 

companion animal and is performed by a licensed 
veterinarian or under the veterinarian’s supervision; 

b. Is done in conjunction with a medical procedure for 
the benefit of the domestic companion animal; 

c. Is done to indicate that a medical procedure has 
been performed on the animal, and is not for 
cosmetic purposes; or 

d. Is done for the purpose of identification of the 
domestic companion animal and is not for cosmetic 
purposes, and the tattooing or piercing includes only 
such numbers, letters, or symbols used in the 
regular course of a system of identification. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 4066    
S 2907 

Would have: 
1. Established the Dog Trainer Board of Examiners 

consisting of: 
a. Two public members; 
b. Three licensed dog trainers; 
c. Two licensed veterinarians; 
d. One member that is affiliated with an animal 

protection group; and 
e. One member that is a State executive department 

member. 
2. Required a person to meet the following to be a licensed 

dog trainer: 
a. Be at least 18 years of age; 
b. Be of good moral character; 
c. Have successfully completed high school or passed 

a high school equivalency examination; and 
d. Have successfully completed a minimum of 300 

hours in dog training, under the supervision of and 
documented by, a licensed dog trainer within the 
three years immediately preceding the application. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey A 5120 

Would exempt a person from the veterinary license 
requirement if he or she performs the shoeing of a horse and 
other routine procedures attendant to the art of horseshoeing, 
including trimming and maintaining horse hooves. 

Introduced 
3/5/19 

New York 
A 1303 
S 5532 

This new law prohibits a person from performing an 
onychectomy (declawing), partial or complete phalangectomy 
or tendonectomy procedure by any means on a cat within the 
state of New York, except when necessary for a therapeutic 
purpose. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
7/22/19 

New York A 1897  

Would have prohibited a person from surgically devocalizing a 
dog or cat unless he/she is a licensed veterinarian and the 
procedure is deemed medically necessary. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4000/3751_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4500/4066_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5120_I1.HTM
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1303
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S5532
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A1897
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New York 
A 2764 
S 4073 

Would have prohibited a person from ear clipping or tail 
docking a dog unless the procedure: 
1. Is performed by a licensed veterinarian; and  
2. Is deemed medically necessary to protect the dog's life or 

health. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 7899 
S 6269 

Would have exempted equine pulsed electromagnetic field 
therapy from the definition of the practice of veterinary 
medicine. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oklahoma SB 387  

This new law allows a licensed chiropractic physician to 
provide chiropractic treatment to an animal, without being 
certified in animal chiropractic treatment by the Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners, if an animal has been referred by a 
licensed veterinarian in writing. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
4/29/19 

Oregon SB 70 

Would have exempted any of the following from the veterinary 
license requirement: 
1. Owner or employee who practices veterinary medicine, 

surgery or dentistry in a humane manner on any animal 
belonging to the owner; 

2. Person who is performing one or more actions as a 
gratuitous service; 

3. Person who is performing animal husbandry or artificial 
insemination on an animal, not including embryo transfer 
or pregnancy evaluation; 

4. Person responsible for non-medical services, such as 
feeding, housing, or exercising an animal; and 

5. Person authorized by the owner to administer medical 
services that are prescribed or directed by a licensed 
veterinarian unless the primary purpose in caring for the 
animal is to practice veterinary medicine, surgery or 
dentistry. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Rhode Island 
HB 5073 

SB 82  

Would have:  
1. Made it illegal for any person to perform an onychectomy 

(declawing) or flexor tendonectomy procedure on a cat, or 
another animal unless a licensed veterinarian deems that 
the procedure is necessary for a therapeutic purpose; and  

2. Required a veterinarian to prepare and file a written 
statement with the Department of Environmental 
Management if he/she determines that declawing is 
necessary for a therapeutic purpose.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas SB 814  

Would have prohibited a person from performing equine 
dentistry unless he/she is a student of an equine dental 
provider certification program approved by the Board of 
Veterinary Medicine who: 
1. Is completing the practical requirements of the certification 

program; and 
2. Performs equine dentistry under the direct supervision of a 

veterinarian who is active and in good standing. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Utah HB 352 

Would have: 
1. Exempted a person from the veterinary license 

requirement if he or she performs teeth cleaning or 
preventive dental procedure that is limited to the use of: 
a. Cotton swabs, gauze, dental floss, toothbrushes, or 

other nonpowered tools; or 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A2764
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4073
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A7899
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S6269
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB%20387&session=1900
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/SB70
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/SenateText19/S0082.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/SenateText19/S0082.pdf
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB814
https://le.utah.gov/~2019/bills/static/HB0352.html
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b. Dentifrice, topical analgesics, or other non-sedative 
drugs; and 

2. Defined an equine dental technician as a person that: 
a. Has graduated from a program of equine dental 

technology accredited by an entity that is approved by 
the division, in collaboration with the Board of 
Veterinary Medicine; and 

b. Is working under direct supervision. 

Utah SB 191 

This new law exempts an individual who performs teeth 
floating from the veterinary license requirement if he or she 
has a valid certification from the International Association of 
Equine Dentistry to perform teeth floating. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
3/22/19 

Washington SB 5208  

Would have exempted the following persons from the 
Veterinary Practice Act licensing requirement: 
1. An emergency medical responder, emergency medical 

technician, or paramedic authorized to provide emergency 
medical services who provides emergency medical 
services to an animal; or 

2. A professional or volunteer emergency responder serving 
a law enforcement agency who provides emergency 
medical services to an animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Washington SB 5211  

Would have specified that by July 1, 2022, all paramedic 
training programs may: 
1. Only use human-based training methods; and 
2. Not use pigs or other live animals. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

West Virginia HB 2119 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited any person from intentionally, knowingly or 

recklessly performing an onychectomy (declawing) or 
flexor tendonectomy procedure on a cat or other animal; 
and 

2. Found a person guilty of a misdemeanor and charge them 
with a fine of no more than $2,000 and imprisonment for 
no more than 6 months if he or she performs this 
procedure. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

 
Service / Assistance Animals 

 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Connecticut HB 7091  

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person from misrepresenting a pet dog as a 

service dog to obtain rights or privileges afforded persons 
with disabilities who are accompanied by service dogs; 

2. Charged a person with this offense if he/she knows that 
the dog is not trained as a service dog and: 
a. Falsely states that the dog is a service dog or service 

dog in training in a place of public accommodation; or 
b. Outfits the dog with a special cape, vest, or other form 

of identification that states that the dog is a service 
dog. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Florida HB 243 

Would: 
1. Prohibit non-service animals from traveling through or 

remaining in indoor portions of a public food service 
establishment or place of business; and 

Filed 
9/30/19 

http://le.utah.gov/~2019/bills/static/SB0191.html
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5208&Year=2019&Chamber=Senate
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5211&Year=2019&Chamber=Senate
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=2119&year=2019&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB07091&which_year=2019
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66755
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2. Criminalize the misrepresentation of a non-service animal 
as a service animal in a public food service establishment 
or place of business.  

Idaho S 1075  

This new law: 
1. Defines “service dog" as a dog that has been specially 

trained to aid a physically or mentally disabled person with 
a disability other than sight or hearing impairment and is 
individually trained to do work or perform tasks for the 
benefit of an individual with a disability, including a 
physical, sensory, psychiatric, intellectual, or other mental 
disability; and 

2. Charges a person with a misdemeanor if he/she uses an 
assistance device, an assistance animal, or service dog to 
gain treatment or benefits as a disabled person. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
3/25/19 

Kentucky 
HB 411 
HB 450 

This new law charges a person with misrepresenting an 
assistance animal if he or she knowingly: 
1. Engages in fraud, deceit, or dishonesty in providing 

documentation to a person as a part of a request for the 
use of an assistance animal in housing; or 

2. Provides documentation as a part of a request for an 
assistance animal in housing to a person for the primary 
purpose of obtaining a fee. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
3/26/19 

Maine 
LD 1701 

(HP 1216) 

This new law expands the definition of an assistance animal to 
include an animal deemed necessary for an individual with a 
physical or mental disability by a licensed professional 
counselor or other licensed health professional with 
knowledge of the disability-related need for an assistance 
animal. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/13/19 

Missouri HB 107 

Would have: 
1. Defined a “mental health service dog” or “psychiatric 

service dog”; 
2. Charged a person with misrepresentation of a service dog 

if they knowingly: 
a. Create documents that falsely represent that a dog is 

a service dog; 
b. Provide to another person documents falsely stating 

that a dog is a service dog; 
c. Fit a dog, if the dog is not a service dog, with a 

harness, collar, vest, or sign of the type commonly 
used by a person with a disability to indicate a dog is a 
service dog; and 

d. Represent that a dog is a service dog if the dog has 
not completed training to perform disability-related 
tasks or do disability-related work for a person with a 
disability; and 

3. Charged a person with misrepresentation of assistance 
animal if they knowingly: 
a. Create documents that falsely represent that an 

animal is an assistance animal; 
b. Provide to another person documents falsely stating 

that an animal is an assistance animal; and 
c. Fit an animal, if the animal is not an assistance 

animal, with a harness, collar, vest, or sign of the type 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2019/legislation/S1075
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb411.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb450.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=HP1216&SessionID=13
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=HP1216&SessionID=13
http://www.house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB107&year=2019&code=R
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commonly used by a person with a disability to 
indicate an animal is an assistance animal. 

New York S 5530 

Would have prohibited any person or entity from selling: 
1. Emotional support or therapy animal certificates;  
2. Vests identifying animals as emotional support or therapy 

animals; or 
3. Sample doctors’ notes authorizing an emotional support 

animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Carolina HB 796 

Would have prohibited a person from fitting an animal that is 
not an emotional support animal with an item that would cause 
a reasonable person to believe that the animal is an emotional 
support animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oregon SB 909 

Would have charged a person with misrepresenting a comfort 
animal as an assistance animal if the person: 
1. Knowingly affixes any false information or improper 

identification tag, license, or permit to any comfort animal 
that portrays the animal as an assistance animal; and 

2. Brings the animal into a place of public accommodation 
with the intent to misrepresent the animal as an assistance 
animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Rhode Island 
HB 5299 
SB 140  

This new law: 
1. Adds the definition of a service animal; and 
2. Prohibits a person from misrepresenting a pet as a service 

animal when attempting to gain access to or remain in a 
public area. 

Signed 
into law 
on 7/8/19 

South Carolina 
H 3459     
S 281 

Would have charged a person with the crime of intentional 
misrepresentation of a service animal if they: 
1. Intentionally misrepresent an animal as the person's 

service animal or service-animal-in-training for the 
purposes of obtaining any of the rights or privileges 
granted to individuals with any disability; and 

2. Know the animal is not a service animal or a service-
animal-in-training. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Tennessee 
HB 1190 
SB 1393  

This new law charges a person with misrepresenting a service 
or support animal if he/she knowingly: 
1. Misrepresents, as a part of a request to maintain a service 

or support animal in residential rental property, that the 
person has a disability or disability-related need for the 
use of a service or support animal; or 

2. Provides documentation to a landlord that falsely states an 
animal is a service or support animal. 

Signed 
into law 
on 5/9/19 

Texas HB 3840 

Would have required trainers to meet certain requirements 
including: 
1. Provide an average of 30 or more hours of one-on-one 

training over a 90-day or longer period to each assistance 
animal provided or trained; 

2. Obtain a wellness verification from a licensed veterinarian; 
 
“Assistance animal" means a canine that is specially trained or 
equipped to help a veteran diagnosed with post-traumatic 
stress disorder and that is used by a veteran with post-traumatic 
stress disorder. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

 

Shelter Medicine/Animal Humane Societies 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S5530
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/H796/True
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/SB909
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/HouseText19/H5299.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/HouseText19/H5299.pdf
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=3459&session=123&summary=B
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=HB1190&ga=111
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=HB1190&ga=111
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB3840
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State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

California AB 588 

This new law requires an animal shelter that knows that an 
adult dog bit a person and broke that person’s skin to disclose 
in writing: 
1. The dog’s known bite history; and 
2. Any additional information that is known to the animal 

shelter about the dog, including, but not limited to, food 
aggression, the bite victim, and any other circumstances 
related to the bite, to the best knowledge of the animal 
shelter. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
10/2/19 

California AB 1565 

This new law authorizes a kitten, under 8 weeks of age, that is 
reasonably believed to be unowned to be available 
immediately for adoption beginning on the day on which the 
kitten is seized, taken up, or impounded, through the entire 
holding period. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/12/19 

California SB 64 

Would have prohibited an animal control agency or humane 
society from releasing a dog or cat to an owner seeking to 
reclaim, adopt, or give away the animal to a new owner unless 
the animal is microchipped. 

Vetoed 
by the 

Governor 
9/27/19 

Florida 
HB 1095 
SB 1202 

Would have prohibited an animal shelter from euthanizing an 
animal if a rescue organization has indicated it will take 
custody of the animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Illinois SB 61  

This new law: 
1. Creates the Department of Agriculture Animal Welfare 

Fund; 
2. Prohibits an animal shelter, animal control facility, or 

rescue group from adopting or releasing a dog or cat 
unless it has been sterilized and microchipped; and 

3. Exempts animals from this requirement if the cat or dog is 
less than 5 months old and there is written verification 
from a licensed veterinarian that a sterilization 
appointment has been scheduled. 

Signed 
into law 
on 8/9/19 

Louisiana HB 454 

This new law establishes notification requirements for animal 
shelters selling dead animals for research and prohibits the 
shelters from selling or giving live animals to facilities for 
research. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/20/19 

Massachusetts H 1815  

Would: 
1. Require impounded animals be held for 7 business days; 
2. Prohibit an animal shelter or animal control officer from 

denying an animal owner the right to reclaim their lost pet 
simply because of their lack of ability to pay fees, fines, or 
the cost of vaccinations; and 

3. Require a rescue organization or shelter to assume all 
liability for an impounded animal upon taking physical 
possession of an animal. 

Senate 
Concurred

1/22/19 

Massachusetts H 1816  

Would: 
1. Prohibit an impounded animal from being euthanized 

unless: 
a. It is irremediably physically suffering; 
b. Determined to be dangerous dog; or  

Senate 
Concurred

1/22/19 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB588
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1565
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB64
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=65786
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=65372
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=101&SessionID=108&DocTypeID=SB&DocNum=61
http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillSearchListQ.aspx?r=HB454-454&s=19RS
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1815
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1816


 

 

1910 Sunderland Place, NW | Washington, DC 20036-1642 | p: 800.321.1473 | www.avma.org 

 

c. There are no rescue organizations willing to accept 
the animal and the animal control holding facility does 
not have room to hold the animal; 

2. Require a rescue organization to assume all liability for an 
impounded animal while it is in the organization's custody; 
and 

3. Require an animal control officer or shelter provider to 
communicate with all rescue organizations before an 
impounded animal is euthanized and no more than 24 
hours after the animal is impounded. 

Michigan SB 254 

Would require an animal shelter employee to receive and 
document training in order to administer a commercially 
prepared solution of xylazine hydrochloride or a premixed 
solution of sodium pentobarbital to perform euthanasia on the 
animals until Dec. 31, 2021. 

Introduced 
6/18/19 

Michigan SB 419 

Would: 
1. Expand state oversight to include animal rescues and 

large-scale breeders; 
2. Prohibit a person from operating an animal rescue unless 

the rescue is registered with the Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development; and 

3. Prohibit an animal rescue from taking in a stray animal 
unless the rescue is contracted with a local governing 
body to provide animal control services. 

Introduced 
8/20/19 

New Jersey A 374 

Would have: 
1. Required municipal humane law enforcement officers 

obtain the same training and authorization previously 
required for animal cruelty investigators; and  

2. Clarified that only authorized municipal humane law 
enforcement officers may investigate animal cruelty, sign 
complaints, and act as officers for detection, apprehension 
and arrest of offenders against the animal control, animal 
welfare, and animal cruelty laws of the State and 
ordinances of a municipality. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey 
A 1194    
S 1859 

Would have: 
1. Allowed an animal welfare organization to take custody of 

an animal confiscated from its owner and being held 
pending adjudication of an alleged animal cruelty violation.  

2. Given custody of an animal to the animal welfare 
organization on the 7th day after it is confiscated, if the 
owner has not resumed custody; 

3. Required an organization to properly house and care for 
the animal until adjudication of the alleged animal cruelty 
violation and final disposition of the animal by the court; 
and 

4. Provided that if the animal is placed in the custody of a 
shelter and remains at the shelter, the shelter would not 
be able to offer the animal for adoption or euthanize the 
animal until 7 days after the final disposition of the animal 
by the court. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey A 3256 

Would have required cats and dogs be spayed or neutered 
before being sold, bartered, exchanged, transferred, or 
released for adoption from an animal rescue organization 
facility, kennel, pet shop, shelter, or pound, except if: 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-SB-0254
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-SB-0419
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A0500/374_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A1500/1194_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A3500/3256_I1.PDF
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1. The cat or dog is less than two months old; 
2. A licensed veterinarian determines the cat or dog cannot 

be spayed or neutered for other health reasons affecting 
the cat or dog; or 

3. The cat or dog is being placed in a foster home or being 
transferred to another shelter, pound, or kennel. 

New Jersey 
A 4451 
S 2940 

Would have: 
1. Required an impounded animal be made available for 

adoption if not claimed by its owners within 7 days of 
being told that the animal has been seized; 

2. Required a shelter, pound, or kennel to offer an 
impounded animal for adoption for a least 30 days; and 

3. Required these entities to offer the animal to an animal 
rescue organization for adoption after 30 days unless 
euthanasia is required for health or safety reasons.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey A 4534 

Would have: 
1. Allowed any person to deliver, voluntarily and 

anonymously, a companion animal to a shelter, pound, 
veterinary hospital, or police station, and leave the animal 
with an employee, veterinarian, or police officer at the 
facility; 

2. Specified that this person is not liable for the care or 
disposition of the animal; and 

3. Prohibited an employee, veterinarian, or police officer at 
the shelter, pound, veterinary hospital, or police station to 
refuse to accept an animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Jersey A 4628 

Would have prohibited a shelter/pound from euthanizing an 
animal unless:  
1. The animal’s health, as determined by a licensed 

veterinarian, necessitates that the animal be 
euthanized; or 

2. It is necessary to euthanize the animal to protect the 
safety of the animal, other animals, or the entity’s 
employees as determined by the entity’s owner or 
operator.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 4475  

Would have: 
1. Required an animal held in the custody of an animal 

shelter be made available for adoption within 90 days of 
when the redemption period expires; 

2. Allowed an animal to be humanely destroyed within the 
redemption period if a veterinarian certifies the animal is 
so maimed or diseased to be unfit for any useful purpose; 
and 

3. Allowed an animal shelter to euthanize an animal after the 
redemption period expires using the following factors: 
a. Given the number of other animals at the shelter;  
b. The shelter's capacity for housing and caring for 

animals; 
c. Length of time the animal has been in the shelter; and 
d. The animal's health. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 4675  

Would have required an animal shelter to make an animal 
available for adoption 5 days after the redemption period 
expires or after a reasonable time that does not exceed 90 
days; and  

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3000/2940_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3000/2940_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A5000/4534_I1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A5000/4628_I1.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A4475
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A4675
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Ohio 

Bd of 
Pharm 
4729:5-
15-03 

Would require an animal shelter to keep a record of all 
dangerous drugs received, administered, personally furnished, 
disposed, sold, or transferred. 

Proposed 
4/2/19 

Oregon SB 638 

This new law requires research facilities: 
1. Where laboratory research is conducted to offer laboratory 

animals no longer used for research to animal rescue 
entity for adoption prior to euthanization of laboratory 
animal; and 

2. To submit annual report to Secretary of State that provides 
information regarding release of laboratory animals and 
animal rescue entities with which facilities have entered 
into written agreements. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/21/19 

Rhode Island SB 160  

Would have: 
1. Established the Mandatory Dog and Cat Microchipping 

Act; 
2. Required a shelter or rescue organization to microchip an 

animal before releasing a dog or cat to its owner or 
adopter; and 

3. Required a breeder or other entity to have an animal 
microchipped within 30 days of it coming into their 
possession.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas 
HB 2347 
SB 1855 

Would have required an animal shelter or a releasing agency 
to scan an animal in its custody to determine whether a 
microchip is implanted in the animal. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas HB 3806 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a veterinarian employed by a releasing agency 

or non-profit from performing non-emergency veterinary 
services other than sterilization and vaccinations on an 
animal that the agency knows or should know has an 
owner; and 

2. Allowed such a veterinarian to perform veterinary services 
on an animal whose owner is indigent as determined by 
enrollment in a state or federal program for which 
residents must meet certain low- income levels to 
participate. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Washington SB 5004 

This new law: 
1. Allows animal control agencies to: 

a. Provide emergency care if there is an unexpected, 
serious occurrence or situation that urgently requires 
prompt action to prevent an animal's death or 
permanent injury of the animal; and 

b. Provide veterinary care for sick animals up to 30 days 
post-adoption; 

2. Requires the State Veterinary Board of Governors to 
establish annual reporting requirements for animal control 
facilities and non-profit humane societies to demonstrate 
that these entities are only serving low-income 
households.  

Signed 
into law 

on 
4/26/19 

 
Spay/Neuter 

 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306614/ruleAction/556070/rb/732957
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306614/ruleAction/556070/rb/732957
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306614/ruleAction/556070/rb/732957
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/306614/ruleAction/556070/rb/732957
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/SB638
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/SenateText19/S0160.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2347
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB1855
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB3806
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5004&Year=2019&Chamber=Senate
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New Jersey S 1982 
Would have expanded the reduced-cost spaying and 
neutering program to any disabled State resident.   

Sine Die-
Failed 

New Mexico 
HB 53 
SB 367  

Would have: 
1. Specified that the Animal Sheltering Committee shall 

develop criteria for individuals, groups, animal shelters, 
and euthanasia agencies to receive assistance for dog 
and cat spaying and neutering from the animal care and 
facility fund; 

2. Required this assistance only be given to individuals who 
have, or to groups that only provide assistance to service 
recipients who have, a household income that does not 
exceed 200% of the current federal poverty level 
guidelines; and 

3. Allowed that the Department of Agriculture to collect an 
annual fee on each pet food registered and that 96% of 
this fee shall be credited to the statewide spay and neuter 
subaccount of the animal care and facility fund. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 62 

S 188  

Would have: 
1. Provided a tax credit for the cost of spaying or neutering 

services performed during the taxable year for cats or 
dogs regardless of where such animals were obtained; 

2. Specified that the tax credit amount shall be 80% of the 
actual cost of such spay or neuter services but shall not 
exceed a maximum credit of $200; and 

3. Required the taxpayer to provide a receipt from any 
licensed veterinarian showing the actual cost of such spay 
or neuter service.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

West Virginia 
Dept of Ag 

61-24 

Would: 
1. Add a sunset date to the Spay Neuter Assistance 

Program; 
2. Remove prior language on veterinarian participation in the 

voucher program; and 
3. Specify that the costs of spay neuter services and 

reasonably related expenses can be reimbursed by the 
Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture. 

Proposed 
6/26/19 

 
Tax Credits, Tax Exemptions, and Sales & Use Tax 

 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Arizona HB 2159  

Would have provided a municipal tax exemption for the sales 
of drugs and medical oxygen prescribed by a doctor, dentist, 
or veterinarian licensed to administer such substances. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Arizona 
HB 2757 
SB 1546 

This new law clarifies the applicability of sales and use tax to 
third-party sales made over the Internet. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
5/31/19 

Indiana HB 1475 

Would have established a tax credit of up to $2,000 for 
veterinary services providers performing a spay-neuter 
procedure on a companion animal at no cost to the owner of 
the companion animal. The amount of the credit is the lesser 
of: 
1. An amount equal to the total number of spay-neuter 

procedures performed by the veterinary services provider 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S2000/1982_I1.PDF
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=B&legNo=367&year=19
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=B&legNo=367&year=19
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S188
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S188
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51307&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51307&Format=PDF
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/71254?SessionId=121
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/72436?SessionId=121
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/72429?SessionId=121
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=37298
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at no cost during the taxable year, multiplied by the 
average cost of a spay-neuter procedure otherwise 
charged by the veterinary services provider during the 
taxable year, multiplied by 5%; or  

2. $2,000. 

Kentucky HB 78  

Would have exempted from sales and use tax pet adoption 
fees and certain small veterinarian service fees charged by 
local government animal shelters and nonprofit animal welfare 
organizations. 
 
Gross receipts derived from charges for small animal 
veterinarian services to spay, neuter, or vaccinate an animal, 
which are charged by either: 
1. A local government animal shelter or nonprofit animal 

welfare organization to an individual; or 
2. A veterinarian providing services to a local government 

animal shelter or nonprofit animal welfare organization if 
the veterinarian: 
a. Is volunteering his or her services at a free or reduced 

rate to the shelter or organization; or 
b. Has contracted with the shelter or organization to 

perform the listed procedures as part of the shelter's 
or organization's continuing mission. 

 
Gross receipts derived from the transfer or adoption fees of a 
pet to an individual from a local government animal shelter or 
nonprofit animal welfare organization.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Maine 
LD 1718 
(SP 567) 

Would provide sales and use tax exemption for when a non-
profit organization purchases pet food and supplies to give to 
low-income pet owners for little or no charge. 

Passed 
Senate & 
House on 
6/19/19 

Nebraska LB 162  

Would have imposed sales and use taxes on certain services.  
 
Gross receipts for providing a service means gross income 
received for animal specialty services except: 
1. Veterinary services,  
2. Specialty services performed on livestock; and  
3. Animal grooming performed by a licensed veterinarian or a 

licensed veterinary technician in conjunction with medical 
treatment. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Nebraska LB 314  

Would have removed the exemption from sales tax for 
veterinary services, specialty services performed on livestock, 
and animal grooming performed by a licensed veterinarian or 
a licensed veterinary technician in conjunction with medical 
treatment.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Nebraska LB 507  

Would have eliminated certain sales and use tax exemptions 
including the exemption for gross income received for animal 
specialty services and for pet related services, such as:  
1. Veterinary services;  
2. Specialty services performed on livestock; and  
3. Animal grooming performed by a licensed veterinarian or a 

licensed veterinary technician in conjunction with medical 
treatment 

Sine Die-
Failed 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb78.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=SP0567&SessionID=13
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=SP0567&SessionID=13
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=37648
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=37353
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=37352


 

 

1910 Sunderland Place, NW | Washington, DC 20036-1642 | p: 800.321.1473 | www.avma.org 

 

New Jersey A 4034 

Would have: 
1. Exempted qualified pet medication from the State’s 

sales and use tax; and 
2. Defined “qualified pet medication” as: 

a. Medicine recognized as a drug in any official 
compendium by the State Board of Pharmacy or the 
State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners 
(SBVME), for use in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, 
treatment, or prevention of disease in a qualified 
pet; 

b. Medicine intended to affect the structure or function 
of the body of a qualified pet; and 

c. Medicine prescribed by a person licensed by the 
SBVME to practice veterinary medicine, surgery, or 
dentistry in the State. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 602 
S 2005  

Would have provided a tax exemption for drugs and medicines 
intended for use, internally or externally, in the cure, 
mitigation, treatment, or prevention of diseases in companion 
and farms animals. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 639 
S 1838  

Would have established a tax credit equal to 50% of the actual 
cost of veterinary services for companion animals, not to 
exceed a maximum credit of $2,000 annually. The tax credit 
would have been available for an individual taxpayer 
beginning on or after Jan. 1, 2019 and would sunset on Jan. 1, 
2025. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York A 3816  

Would have exempted pet food from sales and compensating 
use taxes.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

New York 
A 7551 
S 4481 

Would have exempted the sale of farrier supplies and services 
from the sales and use taxes.  
 
Services rendered by farrier, defined as a professional equine 
hoof care expert and shoer of horses, in the shoeing of a 
horse, including but not limited to, any reasonable charge 
imposed by a farrier for travel to and from a farm or for 
rendering such services at a remote location on a farm, shall 
be exempt from taxes under this article. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Dakota HB 1222 

Would have: 
1. Eliminated the current individual and corporate income 

tax; and 
2. Imposed a flat tax for individuals and corporate of 1%. 

Failed 
2/8/19 

Ohio 
Dept of Tax  
5703-9-23 

Would exempt purchases of tangible personal property from 
sales or use tax if the purchaser is engaged in farming, 
agriculture, horticulture, or floriculture. 
 
Persons engaged in rendering farming, agricultural, 
horticultural, or floricultural services for others are deemed to 
be engaged directly in farming, agriculture, horticulture or 
floriculture. For example, a veterinarian providing services to a 
farmer’s livestock is engaged in farming and can purchase the 
tangible personal property primarily used in treating the 
livestock exempt from sales or tax. 

Proposed 
4/26/19 

Ohio 
Dept of Tax  
5703-29-17 

Would specify that, if veterinarian services are performed in 
Ohio, 100% of the gross receipts are collectable in Ohio. 

Proposed 
4/3/19 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4500/4034_I1.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2005
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2005
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S1838
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S1838
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A3816
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A7551
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4481
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/66-2019/bill-index/bi1222.html
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/280829/ruleAction/557287/rb/735299
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/280829/ruleAction/557287/rb/735299
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/307164/ruleAction/556130/rb/733454
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/rules/search/details/307164/ruleAction/556130/rb/733454
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Oregon SB 268  

Would have created a personal income tax subtraction for 
adopting one dog or one cat from animal rescue entities per 
year for a single filer. Spouses filing jointly may claim the 
credit for a maximum of two qualified animal adoptions per tax 
year. The subtraction may not exceed the lesser of:  
1. The tax liability of the taxpayer for the tax year; 
2. $400 on a joint return; or  
3. $200 on any other type of return. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Pennsylvania SB 455 

Would provide a sale tax exemption for guide, hearing, or 
service dog and the products and services necessary for their 
care.  
 
The sales tax exemption applies to veterinary services; 
prescription and nonprescription drugs and pharmaceuticals; 
flea and tick medications; vitamin supplements; items 
involving feed and care including dog food and treats; beds, 
linens, blankets, pillows specifically designed and 
manufactured for use by a dog; collars, leads and harnesses; 
dog waste disposal supplies and equipment; grooming articles 
specifically designed for use on domestic dogs; travel kennels 
or cages; boarding services; dental services and grooming 
services. 

Introduced 
3/19/19 

Pennsylvania SB 579 

Would: 
1. Allow a taxpayer, including veterinarians, to apply for a 

career development tax credit when he or she incurs 
qualified training expenses; and 

2. Specify that a taxpayer can receive a career development 
tax credit in the amount of 25% of the taxpayer's total 
qualified training expense for the taxable year.  

Introduced 
4/22/19 

South Dakota SB 43 

This new law redirects funding to a collaborative program in 
rural veterinary medical education and provide tax revenue for 
the support of veterinary student tuition grants, South Dakota 
State University veterinary program operations, and the 
operations and activities conducted by the State Animal 
Disease Research and Diagnostic Laboratory. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
3/11/19 

Texas HB 2915 

Would have added "veterinary services" to the list of taxable 
services including prescribing medications, artificial 
insemination, breeding services, boarding, and training 
provided by a veterinarian or a person employed by a 
veterinarian; and medical tests performed on an animal or on 
tissue, fluids, or other substances removed from an animal in 
connection with diagnosis or treatment. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Vermont H 514 

This new law: 
1. Adds retail sales and use tax exemption for prescription 

drugs, durable medical equipment and prosthetics, and 
veterinary supplies intended for animal use; 

2. Defines prescription drugs intended for animal use to 
mean a drug dispensed only by or upon the lawful written 
order of a licensed veterinarian; and 

3. Defines veterinary supplies to mean tangible personal 
property therapeutic in nature, not normally used absent 
illness or injury, and not intended for repeated usage. 

Signed 
into law 

on 
6/10/19 

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/SB268
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=455
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=579
http://sdlegislature.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/Bill.aspx?Bill=43&Session=2019
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2915
http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/H.514
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Vermont H 536 
This new law clarifies the applicability of sales tax to third-
party sales made over the Internet. 

Signed 
into law 
on 6/4/19 

 

 
 
 
 

Telemedicine / VCPR 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Alaska 
Bd of Vet 

Examiners 
AC 68 

Would define a veterinary-client-patient relationship exists 
when the: 
1. Veterinarian and client agree for the veterinarian to 

assume responsibility for making medical judgments 
regarding the health of the animal; 

2. Veterinarian has sufficient knowledge of the animal to 
initiate at least a general or preliminary diagnosis of the 
medical condition of the animal; and 

3. Practicing veterinarian has made provision for follow-up 
care in case of an adverse reaction or failure of the 
regimen of therapy. 

Proposed 
6/10/19 

California 
Vet Med 

Bd         
Title 16 

Would: 
1. Clarify that a person may not practice veterinary medicine 

in California except within the context of a veterinarian 
client patient relationship (VCPR), which cannot be 
established solely by telephonic or electronic means; 

2. Define “telemedicine” to mean the mode of delivering 
animal health care services via communication 
technologies to facilitate consultation, treatment, and care 
management of the patient; and 

3. Clarify that telemedicine, as provided by animal health care 
practitioners, shall be conducted within an VCPR, with the 
exception of advice given in an “emergency” until the 
patient(s) can be seen or transported to a veterinarian. 

Proposed 
5/17/19 

Connecticut HB 5747  

Would have established standards for a VCPR in the context 
of the provision of telehealth services by a veterinarian. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Florida 
HB 835 
SB 666 

Would have: 
1. Amended the definition of a veterinarian/client/patient 

relationship to mean a relationship in which: 
a. The veterinarian has performed a physical examination 

of the patient or made timely and medically appropriate 
visits to the premises where the patient is kept; 

b. The veterinarian has assumed responsibility for 
making medical judgments regarding the health of the 
patient and its need for medical treatment; or 

c. The veterinarian has access to the patient’s records 
and has been designated by a veterinarian with whom 
the patient had a prior relationship to provide 
reasonable and appropriate medical care; 

2. Allowed a licensed veterinarian to administer or dispense a 
compounded drug to a patient or the patient's owner. 

Failed 
5/3/19 

http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/H.536
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=194452
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=194452
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=194452
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/05/20z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/05/20z-2019.pdf
https://oal.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2019/05/20z-2019.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB05747&which_year=2019
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=64817
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=63719
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Florida SB 366 

Would define: 
1. “Patient” as any animal, or any herd, collection, or group of 

animals, for which the veterinarian practices veterinary 
medicine; 

2. “Physical Examination” to mean the evaluation of a patient 
by personal inspection, palpation, and auscultation; and 

3. “Veterinarian-client/patient relationship” to mean a 
relationship in which the veterinarian: 
a. Has performed a physical examination of the patient, 

or made timely and medically appropriate visits to the 
premises where the patient is kept, 

b. Has assumed responsibility for making medical 
judgments regarding the health of the patient and its 
need for medical treatment, or 

4. Has access to the patient’s records and has been 
designated by a veterinarian with whom the patient had a 
prior relationship to provide reasonable and appropriate 
medical care. 

Filed 
9/24/19 

New Jersey 

Division of 
Consumer 

Affairs 
51 N.J.R. 

939(a) 

Would: 
1. Allow a veterinarian to provide health care services using 

telemedicine or telehealth if they determine that such care 
can be performed electronically and consistently with the 
standard of care for such services when provided in-
person; 

2. Require a veterinarian to hold a Board-issued license if 
they are physically located: 
a. In New Jersey and providing health care services by 

means of telemedicine or telehealth; or  
b. Outside of New Jersey and providing health care 

services by means of telemedicine or telehealth to 
patients located in New Jersey; 

3. Require a veterinarian establish a licensee-client-patient 
relationship before using telemedicine by: 
a. Identifying the patient and the client with, at a 

minimum, the client’s name, date of birth, phone 
number, and address; and 

b. Disclosing and validating the licensee’s identity, 
license, title, and, if applicable, specialty and board 
certifications; and 

4. Allow a veterinarian to issue a prescription when using 
telemedicine as long as: 
a. The prescription is not issued solely on responses 

provided in an online questionnaire, unless the 
licensee has established a proper licensee-client-
patient relationship; or 

b. It is not a prescription for a Schedule II controlled 
dangerous substance unless the licensee has had an 
initial in-person examination of the patient and a 
subsequent in-person visit with the patient at least 
every three months for the duration of the time the 
patient is prescribed the Schedule II controlled 
dangerous substance.  

Proposed 
6/17/19 

Oklahoma 
State Bd of 

Vet Med 
The State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners published a 
position statement which: 

Effective 
10/5/18 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66716
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/0380e34b9b3e4b146061b90e65bb315351c4702d29918f9ed3093c0e04ef062a2da4af82b77505b626b046f0331b4afb
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/0380e34b9b3e4b146061b90e65bb315351c4702d29918f9ed3093c0e04ef062a2da4af82b77505b626b046f0331b4afb
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/0380e34b9b3e4b146061b90e65bb315351c4702d29918f9ed3093c0e04ef062a2da4af82b77505b626b046f0331b4afb
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/0380e34b9b3e4b146061b90e65bb315351c4702d29918f9ed3093c0e04ef062a2da4af82b77505b626b046f0331b4afb
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/0380e34b9b3e4b146061b90e65bb315351c4702d29918f9ed3093c0e04ef062a2da4af82b77505b626b046f0331b4afb
https://www.okvetboard.com/
https://www.okvetboard.com/
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Examiners 
Position 

Statement 

1. Requires a veterinarian to take appropriate steps to 
establish the VCPR and conduct all appropriate 
evaluations and history of the patient consistent with 
traditional standards of care for the patient presentation; 

2. Specifies that some situations and patient presentations 
are appropriate for the utilization of telehealth technologies 
as a component of, or in lieu of, hands-on medical care, 
while others are not; 

3. Prohibits a veterinarian from prescribing drugs when 
practicing via telehealth alone, unless the veterinarian has 
sufficient knowledge of the animal(s) by virtue of a history 
and inquiry, and either physical examination or medically 
appropriate and timely visits to the premises where the 
animal(s) is kept; and 

4. Requires a veterinarian be licensed, or under the 
jurisdiction of, the veterinary board of the jurisdiction where 
the patient is located. 

Pennsylvania HB 15 

Would: 
1. Allow a health care provider, including veterinarians, to 

practice telemedicine if he or she holds a valid license from 
a professional licensure board; and 

2. Require every licensing board to regulate telemedicine 
within the scope of practice and standard of care regulated 
by a board within 24 months of this law’s effective date. 

Introduced 
3/5/19 

 

Veterinary Technicians / Veterinary Nurses / Veterinary Assistants 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Arkansas HB 1124 

This new law: 
1. Defines what it means to be a "veterinary technician 

specialist" or a "veterinary technologist"; 
2. Adds the definition of "indirect supervision"; 
3. Requires a veterinary technician or veterinary technologist 

to be certified by the Veterinary Medical Examining 
Board; and 

4. Requires a veterinary technician to technologist to perform 
veterinary technology under the direct supervision and 
responsibility of the licensed veterinarian with which he or 
she is employed. 

Signed 
into law 

on 2/18/19 

District of 
Columbia 

(D.C.) 

Dept. of 
Health 

N0074390 

Would: 
1. Prohibit any person from practicing as a veterinary 

technician unless they are duly certified or authorized; 
2. Require an applicant for a veterinary technician certification 

to furnish proof that: 
a. The applicant successfully graduated from a two-year 

associate program in the practice of veterinary 
technology or animal health at an accredited institution; 

b. The applicant obtained a passing score on the 
Veterinary Technician National Examination or its 
successor examination, administered by the American 
Association of Veterinary State Boards or its successor; 
and 

Proposed 
3/15/19 

https://www.okvetboard.com/
https://www.okvetboard.com/
https://www.okvetboard.com/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=15
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1124
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=74390
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=74390
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=74390
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c. The applicant demonstrates to the Board’s satisfaction 
that they possess competent knowledge and 
understanding of the laws and rules pertaining to 
veterinary practice in the District. 

3. Allow a certified veterinary technician to refer to him or 
herself or be referred to as a “veterinary nurse”; and 

4. Allow a supervising veterinarian to delegate certain 
functions and duties to a veterinary technician to be 
performed under the veterinarian’s direct and indirect 
supervision. 

District of 
Columbia 

(D.C.) 

Dept. of 
Health 

N0074521 

Would require an applicant for a veterinary euthanasia 
technician certificate to: 
1. Complete a Board of Veterinary Medicine-approved 16-

hour certification course; and 
2. Demonstrate to the Board’s satisfaction that they possess 

competent knowledge and understanding of the laws and 
rules pertaining to veterinary euthanasia practice in the 
District. 

Proposed 
3/15/19 

Georgia SB 76  

Would have reclassified veterinary technicians as veterinary 
nurses. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Indiana SB 351 

Would have: 
1. Changed the title for persons registered as veterinary 

technicians to veterinary nurses; and 
2. Specified that the Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners is 

not required to issue certificates of registration that use the 
term "veterinary nurse" until the next license renewal 
period. 

Failed 
2/4/19 

Maine 
LD 1502 
(SP 464) 

Would have: 
1. Created an alternative path to licensure through 

apprenticeship for certain professions, including veterinary 
technicians; and 

2. Required that State Board of Veterinary Medicine grant a 
license to practice veterinary technology if a person has 
successfully completed 8th grade, passed any required 
examinations, and completed an approved apprenticeship. 

Failed 
5/14/19 

Massachusetts H 1920  

Would: 
1. Create a subsidiary board of veterinary technology under 

the Board of Registration of Veterinary Medicine that 
consists of:  
a. 2 veterinarian members of the Board of Registration in 

Veterinary Medicine;  
b. 4 technician members appointed by the Massachusetts 

Veterinary Technician Association; and 
c. 1 public member; 

2. Allow the subsidiary board to determine and establish the 
criteria and regulations by which veterinary technicians 
would be licensed and registered; 

3. Establish the duties which supervising, Massachusetts 
licensed veterinarians may assign to licensed veterinary 
technicians and to non-licensed veterinary assistants; and  

4. Stipulate explicit differences in the duties and actions 
allowed for by licensed veterinary technicians and 
unlicensed veterinary assistants.  

Hearing 
Scheduled 

7/16/19 

https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=74521
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=74521
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/NoticeDetail.aspx?NoticeId=74521
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/display/20192020/SB/76
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2019/bills/senate/351
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=SP0464&SessionID=13
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?paper=SP0464&SessionID=13
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1920
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Missouri 

VMB 
20 CSR 
2270-
4.050 

Would: 
1. Clarify the time and topic requirements for veterinary 

technician continuing education (CE); 
2. Require a veterinary technician to certify by signature, 

under penalty of perjury that s/he has completed five (5) 
hours of continuing education units (CEUs) per year; 

3. Specify that the CE reporting period shall begin each year 
on December 1 and end November 30 of the following 
year; and 

4. Specify that a veterinary technician is not required to obtain 
any CE hours for the reporting period in which he or she 
graduates from an accredited school of veterinary 
technology and is initially licensed to practice as a 
veterinary technician in Missouri. 

Proposed 
9/16/19 

Montana HB 528 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person or entity from operating a veterinary 

retail facility without first obtaining a permit from the Board 
of Pharmacy (Board); 

2. Prohibited a veterinary dispensing technician from: 
a. Dispensing controlled substances; 
b. Compounding veterinary prescription drugs for the 

dispensing of a prescription; 
c. Repackaging veterinary prescription drugs for the 

dispensing of a prescription; 
d. Opening a container and count out or measure out any 

quantity of a veterinary prescription drug; or 
e. Dispensing medication for extra-label use; 

3. Allowed a veterinary dispensing technician to dispense 
veterinary prescription drugs for use on livestock on the 
basis of an order received from a licensed veterinarian; and 

4. Required a veterinary dispensing technician to complete: 
a. An academic program approved by the Board; or 
b. A certification program approved by the Board. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Nebraska 
D-HHS 

180 NAC 
6 

Would require: 
1. The use of x-ray equipment be by or under the supervision 

of a licensed veterinarian in the practice of veterinary 
medicine; and 

2. Prior to operating x-ray generating equipment, veterinary 
assistants and veterinary technicians would be required to: 
a. Complete 8 hours of classroom instruction in the 

fundamentals of radiation safety, radiographic 
equipment, state regulations, and operating and 
emergency procedures; or 

b. Be a graduate of an accredited veterinarian 
technician’s program. 

Proposed 
9/25/19 

New Jersey S 3131 

Would have: 
1. Defined veterinary technician and veterinary assistant; 
2. Allowed a veterinary technician to perform any task for 

which the technician has been trained as delineated in 
the AVMA’s essential task list for veterinary technician 
teaching programs under the supervision of a 
veterinarian; 

Sine Die-
Failed 

https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/AdRules/moreg/2019/v44n18Sept16/v44n18.pdf
https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/AdRules/moreg/2019/v44n18Sept16/v44n18.pdf
https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/AdRules/moreg/2019/v44n18Sept16/v44n18.pdf
https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/AdRules/moreg/2019/v44n18Sept16/v44n18.pdf
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W%24BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=528&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://www.sos.ne.gov/rules-and-regs/regtrack/proposals/2099.pdf
http://www.sos.ne.gov/rules-and-regs/regtrack/proposals/2099.pdf
http://www.sos.ne.gov/rules-and-regs/regtrack/proposals/2099.pdf
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3500/3131_I1.PDF
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3. Required an applicant for a veterinary technician license to 
submit the following to the Board of Veterinary Medicine 
(Board): 
a. An application on the prescribed form; 
b. Information to enable the Board to conduct a criminal 

history background check if required; and 
c. Any other information required by the Board 

4. Required the Board to issue a veterinary technician license 
if the applicant: 
a. Passes the Veterinary Technician National 

Examination, or any other examination as required 
by the Board; 

b. Is at least 18 years of age; and 
c. Has graduated from a college level program 

accredited by the AVMA. 

Ohio SB 131 
Would change the professional title of "registered veterinary 
technician" to "registered veterinary nurse." 

Committee 
Referral 
5/29/19 

Oregon 

Vet Med 
Examining 

Bd 
875-030-

0010 

This new regulation: 
1. Specifies that if a person is a graduate of a veterinary 

school, not AVMA-accredited, he or she may be eligible for 
licensure as a Certified Veterinary Technician (CVT) if the 
individual: 
a. Provides notarized documentation of graduation with 

the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree or its 
equivalent in the country where the degree was 
conferred; and 

b. Passes specified examinations; 
2. Requires CVT applicants and licensees to provide any 

police and court records for any arrests and convictions; 
and 

3. Allows the Veterinary Medical Board to refuse to issue a 
CVT license if: 
a. Violations of veterinary practice laws and rules in 

Oregon and other states, provinces or countries; 
b. Violations of other laws substantially related to the 

qualifications, functions or duties of veterinary 
medicine; 

c. Evidence of previous incompetence or negligence in 
the care of animals; 

d. Performing duties limited to CVTs prior to licensure; 
e. Defined impairment; 
f. Conviction of certain crimes; or 
g. Making a misrepresentation or material omission on 

application or otherwise to the Board. 

Finalized 
10/28/19 

Oregon 

Vet Med 
Examining 

Bd 
875-030-

0045 

This new regulation adds rules for unprofessional or 
dishonorable conduct for CVTs. 

Finalized 
10/28/19 

West Virginia 
Bd of Vet 

Med     
26-03 

Would establish the procedures by which veterinary technicians 
may be registered and regulated by the West Virginia Board of 
Veterinary Medicine. 

Proposed 
9/9/19 

 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-131
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41711
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41711
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41711
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41711
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewRedlinePDF.action?filingRsn=41711
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewReceiptPDF.action?filingRsn=42659
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewReceiptPDF.action?filingRsn=42659
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewReceiptPDF.action?filingRsn=42659
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewReceiptPDF.action?filingRsn=42659
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewReceiptPDF.action?filingRsn=42659
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51168&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51168&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=51168&Format=PDF
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Zoo Animals / Wildlife 
 

State Citation/ 
Link 

Summary of Proposed Bill or Regulation Status 

Alabama 
HB 481 
SB 314 

Would have prohibited a publicly owned zoo or wildlife exhibit, 
privately owned traveling zoo, circus, or pet shop from importing 
any species of the family Cervidae into the State of Alabama. 

Failed 
5/23/19 

Massachusetts H 317  

Would allow a wildlife rehabilitator to diagnose, make a 
prognosis as to the sustainability to recover from disease or 
injury, treat, manipulate or administer drug or biologic. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 

5/13/19 

Massachusetts 
H 2934 
HD 576 
S 2028 

Would prohibit a covered animal from participating in a traveling 
animal act.  
 
This bill would not apply to a performance that takes place at a 
non-mobile, permanent institution or other fixed facility, provided 
that the covered animal is not transported to such location for 
the purpose of such performance. 

Hearing 
Scheduled 
10/22/19  

Michigan HB 4594 

Would: 
1. Prohibit a person from owning, possessing, or breeding a 

non-human primate; and 
2. Exempt the following from this prohibition: 

a. Zoo accredited by the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums; 

b. Veterinarian in the course of his or her occupation as a 
veterinarian; 

c. Institution accredited by the Association for Assessment 
and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care; and 

d. Sanctuary accredited by the Global Federation of Animal 
Sanctuaries or the American Sanctuary Association.  

Introduced 
5/16/19 

Michigan HB 4596 

Would: 
1. Allow a community cat program sponsor to release a 

community cat prior to the expiration of any required holding 
period for stray animals; 

2. Prohibit a sponsor from releasing a community cat unless, 
prior to its release, the cat is, or is determined to be, 
sterilized, vaccinated against rabies, and ear-tipped; and 

3. Prohibit a sponsor from ear-tipping a community cat unless 
the cat is anesthetized during the procedure. 

Introduced 
5/16/19 

Montana HB 227  

Would have allowed a person to possess a wild animal only if 
the animal is vaccinated and the owner maintains proof of the 
animal's captive breeding and rabies vaccination. 

Failed 
3/1/19 

New Jersey 
A 5224 
S 3541 

Would require injured wildlife be transported to a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitator or State licensed veterinarian for proper 
treatment or the administration of humane euthanasia. 

Introduced 
3/25/19 

New Jersey S 4034 

Would: 
1. Create a Compassion for Community Cats Fund; 
2. Require this fund to be used solely for grants to 

municipalities and counties to establish programs to 
humanely trap community cats, sterilize, ear-tip, vaccinate 
against rabies, and return each community cat to the 
location where the community cat was trapped; and 

3. Require that no cat may be adopted out from an animal 
rescue organization unless the cat has been spayed or 
neutered by a licensed veterinarian. 

Introduced 
6/24/19 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ALISON/SearchableInstruments/2019RS/PrintFiles/HB481-int.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ALISON/SearchableInstruments/2019RS/PrintFiles/SB314-int.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H317
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2934
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/HD576
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2028
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-HB-4594
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-HB-4596
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W%24BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=227&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A9999/5224_I1.HTM
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S4000/3541_I1.HTM
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S4500/4034_I1.PDF
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New York 
A 722 
S 4253 

Would have required any injured wildlife be transported to a 
licensed wildlife rehabilitator or veterinarian for treatment or 
humane euthanasia if the animal cannot be rehabilitated and 
released. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

North Carolina HB 778 

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person from possessing, selling, or breeding a 

dangerous wild animal; 
2. Prohibited a person from allowing any member of the public 

to come into direct physical contact with a dangerous wild 
animal, regardless of the age of the animal; and 

3. Exempted certain entities from this prohibition, including the 
following: 
a. Institutions accredited or certified by the Association of 

Zoos and Aquariums; 
b. Veterinary hospitals, veterinary clinics, veterinary 

practices, veterinarians, and persons employed by such 
entities, for providing veterinary care or veterinary 
services to the dangerous wild animal; or 

c. Circuses. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Oregon SB 723  

Would have required injured wildlife be transported to a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitation facility or veterinarian for treatment or for 
humane euthanasia. 

Sine Die-
Failed 

Texas 
HB 1268 
SB 641  

Would have: 
1. Prohibited a person from owning, selling, or breeding 

dangerous wild animals; and 
2. Exempted the following from this prohibition: 

a. A veterinary hospital providing treatment to a dangerous 
wild animal; 

b. A research facility licensed by the USDA; 
c. A person holding a Class "A", Class "B", or Class "C" 

license issued by the USDA; 
d. A wildlife sanctuary; or 
e. A person who holds a rehabilitation permit while 

rehabilitating the dangerous wild animal.  

Sine Die-
Failed  

Texas HB 2722 
Would have required the Department of State Health Services to 
establish a trap, sterilize, and release program to protect the 
public safety.  

Sine Die-
Failed 

Virginia 

Bd of 
Game & 
Inland 

Fisheries 
4 VAC 
15-30 

Would authorize department-permitted wildlife rehabilitators to 
receive, possess, provide care for, including to humanely 
dispatch, and release wildlife. Proposed 

4/29/19 

 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A722
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4253
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/H778/True
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019r1/Measures/Overview/SB723
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB1268
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB1268
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2722
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5819f7c13305b06eb95cc554eb928694d91b6de0b82a43f572cb68324f0467d1c89b5036316337b4235ec46d15119f12
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5819f7c13305b06eb95cc554eb928694d91b6de0b82a43f572cb68324f0467d1c89b5036316337b4235ec46d15119f12
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5819f7c13305b06eb95cc554eb928694d91b6de0b82a43f572cb68324f0467d1c89b5036316337b4235ec46d15119f12
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5819f7c13305b06eb95cc554eb928694d91b6de0b82a43f572cb68324f0467d1c89b5036316337b4235ec46d15119f12
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5819f7c13305b06eb95cc554eb928694d91b6de0b82a43f572cb68324f0467d1c89b5036316337b4235ec46d15119f12
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/5819f7c13305b06eb95cc554eb928694d91b6de0b82a43f572cb68324f0467d1c89b5036316337b4235ec46d15119f12

