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WHAT IT IS 

The 26-watt current delivered by the ADVANCED TASER® M26 electronic control device a causes 

uncontrollable muscle contraction and overwhelming pain that incapacitates the subject.1 The 
ADVANCED TASER® M26 electronic control device delivers a sequence of pulses, each having a 
peak amplitude of about 18 amps and a duration of about 11 microseconds. The peak voltage output of 
the device is as high as 50,000 volts. The weapon can be turned off before the end of the five-second 
default period. The barbs of the weapon are expelled on 21-foot-long copper wires and attach to the 
subject’s skin. The barbs remain attached until they are removed. This allows further electrical 
discharges to be delivered via the copper wires should the subject resume non-compliant and/or 
threatening behavior. The cartridge that fires the weapon can be detached, which allows the weapon to 
be used in close quarters. In this case the barbs are not fired from the weapon but are placed in contact 
with the subject by the bearer of the weapon. The weapon still transmits electrical discharges to the 
subject when used in this manner (i.e., stun gun). 

 
THE ISSUE 

Many communities are considering equipping their animal control and other front-line officers with 
electro-muscular disruptive devises (EMDD) or TASER® devices. However there is a lack of credible 
data on their safety and effectiveness in animal control situations. With this lack of data in mind the 
National Animal Control Association (NACA) developed a policy on the use of EMDDs in 2005 

(revised 2006).2
 

 
NACA POLICY 

Use of Electro Muscular Disruption Device (EMDD) on Animals2
 

Policy Statement 
The use of any EMDD (more commonly known by the trade name "Taser") is not recommended by 
NACA for use on animals. 
Basis for Policy 
NACA recognizes the use of certain weapons originally designed for human restraint may cause serious 
injury or death to animals in situations of normal use. There is no current data to support the use of any 
EMDD on animals for capture or restraint. NACA does not support the use of these instruments in 
normal animal control activities. The use of such equipment may lead to serious liability. 
Policy Recommendations 
NACA does not recommend the use of any EMDD for control or capture of animals. 

In the fall of 2009 NACA reviewed its policy and changed it to read: 
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Personnel Training and Safety – Use of Electro Muscular Disruption Device 

(EMDD) on Animals2
 

Guideline Statement 

The use of any EMDD (more commonly known by trade name "Taser") is not recommended by 
NACA for use on animals for routine capture or restraint. EMDD's may be used as a defensive tool to 
provide an Animal Control Officer with non-lethal force in response to aggressive humans or dogs in 
accordance with agency training, policies and procedures. EMDD's should never be used on cats or 
other small animals. 
Basis for Guideline 
NACA recognizes the use of certain weapons originally designed for human restraint may cause serious 
injury or death to animals in situations of normal use. There is no current data to support the use of any 
EMDD on animals for routine capture or restraint. NACA does not support the use of these 
instruments in normal animal control activities. The use of such equipment may lead to serious liability. 
Guideline Recommendation 
NACA does not recommend the use of any EMDD for routine capture or restraint of animals. Use of 
an EMDD should only be approved after the Animal Control Officer has been CERTIFIED in species 
specific training that includes deployment which includes humane veterinary care treatment provisions. 
The EMDD protocol should include a prohibition on use against cats and other small animals.” 

 
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER TRAINING 

Some municipalities have mandated training for all animal control officers. These training courses 
consist of lectures, presentations, and/or demonstrations of topics relating to animal control (e.g., 
capture and handling, disposition of animals, communication skills, animal health, laws, animal cruelty 

investigations). The states of New Jersey3 , Pennsylvania4 , and Texas5 have statutes requiring training of 
animal control officers. These states have training programs in place that are open enrollment. NACA 

also provides courses in animal control.6
 

 
ALTERNATIVES 

Oleoresin capsicum is derived from an inflammatory substance found in cayenne peppers. Oleoresin 
capsicum (“pepper” or “OC”) sprays appear to be a less-than-lethal option for repelling attacks of 
captive wildlife7 and aggressive dogs.8 , 9   Pepper sprays work by irritating the ocular and respiratory 

membranes, which distracts or debilitates the attacker.7 Some highly motivated animals may not be 
sufficiently incapacitated by the physiological effects of pepper spray and may be able to ignore the 

associated pain.7 Training and policies for use of pepper sprays should be provided to staff prior to 

issuing products for use.7   When selecting a product, it is important to consider the effective spray 
distance, spray pattern, duration of spray, quantity of oleoresin capsicum in spray, canister size and any 

safety features.7 

 
AVMA 
The AVMA is concerned for the safety of animals on which EMDD’s are used. However, AVMA 
recognizes that EMDD’s offer an alternative to the use of lethal force in response to a direct attack by 
an aggressive animal.  It is important to note that there are no data supporting the efficacy of EMDD’s 
against animals that are highly motivated or have abnormalities such as rabies infection. EMDD's can 
be lethal and should not be used on cats or other small animals. 

 

FOOTNOTES 

 
a  M26, TASER®, and ADVANCED TASER®, are trademarks of TASER international, Inc., registered in the U.S. All rights reserved. 
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