
January 30, 2012 

 

 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 

Secretary 

U.S. Health and Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue 

Washington, DC  20201 

The Honorable Margaret Hamburg 

Commissioner 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

10903 New Hampshire Avenue 

Silver Spring, MD 20993 

 

Dear Secretary Sebelius and Commissioner Hamburg: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the American Veterinary Medical Association 

(AVMA) to respectfully request that the publication of the draft codified 

language for the Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) regulations be expedited.  

The AVMA has been engaged with the Food and Drug Administration’s 

(FDA) Center for Veterinary Medicine on discussions related to veterinary 

oversight of antimicrobials in feed. The VFD is intended to serve as the 

primary vehicle by which veterinary oversight of antimicrobials in feed will be 

implemented, a concept supported by the AVMA for the promotion of both 

animal health and public health. 

 

Established in 1863, the AVMA is the largest veterinary medical association in 

the world. Our membership has a strong, vested interest in ensuring that the 

VFD regulations be an efficient and appropriate mechanism for veterinary use 

of antimicrobials.  We ask that the draft codified language be published for 

public comment as soon as feasible so that we may provide substantive 

feedback to the FDA.     

 

As a not-for-profit association established to advance the science and art of 

veterinary medicine, the AVMA is the recognized national voice for the 

veterinary profession.  The association’s more than 82,500 members comprise 

approximately 83 percent of U.S. veterinarians, who are involved in a myriad 

of areas of veterinary medical practice including private, corporate, academic, 

industrial, governmental, military, and public health services. 

 

The AVMA appreciates the opportunity to work with the Department of Health 

and Human Services and the FDA and would like to continue the dialog on this 

and other important matters. We would welcome the opportunity to provide 

further insights and feedback on the VFD process. Thank you for your time 

and consideration. 

 

For additional clarification or questions, please contact Dr. Christine Hoang at 

800-248-2862 ext. 6742, or at choang@avma.org. 
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Respectfully,  

A 
W. Ron DeHaven, DVM, MBA 

Executive Vice President and CEO  
 

Cc: Dr. Bernadette Dunham, Director, FDA Center for Veterinary Medicine  


