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country. 
 

 Dr.Elizabeth Curry-Galvin; 1-800-248-2862 ext. 6603; egalvin@avma.org; United States 
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Please indicate to what category you belong as submitting party:  
 

 Other – Professional Organisation (veterinary) 
  

Are you in favour of transatlantic co-operation on antimicrobial resistance? 
 

 Very much 
 
What do you consider the most important areas for cooperation between the US and the EU?  
 

 Developing strategies to address antimicrobial resistance that have measurable 
improvement in human health while minimizing unintended negative consequences, 
particularly in animal health, animal welfare, and food safety.  

 
Which results should this transatlantic cooperation produce? 
 

 Implementable, agreed upon, uniform, and science-based ways forward for antimicrobial 
resistance surveillance and monitoring; prevention and control; appropriate therapeutic 
use; and development of new drugs and alternative treatments for both human and 
veterinary medicine 

 
Would you welcome extension of the mandate of TATFAR beyond 2011? 
 

 Very much 
 
If you wish to make comments on extension of the mandate please write them in the box 
below. 
 

 An extension of the mandate beyond 2011 would allow more time for the Task Force to 
address concerns and comments brought forth by stakeholders. Furthermore, the 
Taskforce has an unfunded mandate, and an extension would allow time for 
consideration of whether there is a need to fund or expand the mandate. 

 
If you have any further comments on TATFAR, please write them in the box below: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), established in 
1863 and the largest veterinary medical association in the world.  As a not-for-profit association 
established to advance the science and art of veterinary medicine, the AVMA is the recognized 
national voice for the veterinary profession.  The association’s more than 80,000 members 
comprise approximately 83% of U.S. veterinarians, who are involved in a myriad of areas of 
veterinary medical practice including private, corporate, academic, industrial, governmental, 
military, and public health services. 
 
The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) appreciates this opportunity to provide 
feedback on the Transatlantic Task Force to the Commission.  The Association applauds the 



Task Force’s diligence in maintaining its focus on the three areas defined in the 2009 EU/US 
Summit Declaration:   

1) Appropriate therapeutic use of antimicrobial drugs in the medical and veterinary 

communities; 

2) Prevention of both healthcare- and community-associated drug-resistant infections; 

3) Strategies for improving the pipeline of new antimicrobial drugs. 

We also greatly appreciate the Task Force’s continual solicitation of feedback from and 
collaboration with the appropriate stakeholders in these areas.  Furthermore, we commend the 
Task Force in its acceptance of the definition of therapeutic use of antimicrobials in veterinary 
medicine to be consistent with the AVMA, the U. S. Food and Drug Administration, and the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission in the inclusion of treatment, control, and prevention of disease as 
therapeutic. 
 
As the only profession that routinely operates at the interface between human and animal health, 
we ask that the Task Force continue to promote cooperation between human and animal health 
professionals.  The AVMA was a key stakeholder in the development of the United States’ Public 
Health Action Plan to Combat Antimicrobial Resistance, helping to ensure that the plan provided 
a blueprint detailing coordinated federal actions that are critically needed if we are to mitigate the 
threat of antimicrobial resistance.  Many of the actions recommended in the plan are specific 
antimicrobial resistance-related activities where intensified cooperation between the United 
States and the European Union could have great impact.   
 
Ensuring appropriate therapeutic uses of antimicrobials can be closely linked to surveillance and 
monitoring of antimicrobial use. The AVMA recommends these specific action items for 
surveillance and monitoring: 

 Providing an accessible, centralized source of AR data from major surveillance systems 

involving animal and human populations  

 Developing and implementing standards, technologies, and procedures for monitoring 

patterns of antimicrobial drug use in human medicine, agriculture, veterinary medicine, 

and consumer products 

 Identifying and evaluating methods for collecting and disseminating the surveillance data 

on antimicrobial usage 

 

The prevention of drug resistant infections includes the overall prevention and control of disease, 

including disease transmission and the reduction of bacterial contamination of food. With respect 

to the Task Force’s second focus area of prevention, the AVMA recommends 

 Further research on mechanisms of antimicrobial resistance transmission and 

persistence  

 Educating the public about the merits and safety of irradiation as one tool to reduce 

bacterial contamination of food 

 Identifying and evaluating new food pasteurization strategies 

 Encouraging basic and clinical research in support of the development of novel 

approaches and appropriate use of vaccines in human and veterinary medicine in 

partnership with academia and the private sector  

 Supporting ongoing public health education campaigns on food safety, whose aims are to 

educate food producers, suppliers, retailers, and consumers about food safety practices 

that reduce foodborne infections (including resistant infections).  In the US, these 

campaigns have been successful in increasing awareness and educating the general 

public about food safety practices. The AVMA is pleased that there is recognition and 

emphasis on reductions in foodborne infections that will also reduce AR infections. 



 

In strategies for improving the pipeline for new antimicrobials, the AVMA is supportive of the 

Infectious Diseases Society of America’s 10 x ’20 initiative to promote the development of ten 

new, safe, and effective antimicrobials by the year 2020. Furthermore, the AVMA believes that 

 ways must be identified (e.g. financial or and/or other incentives or investments) to 

promote the development and/or appropriate use of priority AR products, such as novel 

compounds and approaches, for human and veterinary medicine for which market 

incentives are inadequate  

 the development of new and alternative treatments (non-antibiotic interventions) and the 

improved use of existing therapies that are unlikely to stimulate resistance to drugs in 

human medicine must continue to be promoted 

 

Additionally, the AVMA recommends:  

 Conducting a public health education program, developed collaboratively by human and 

animal health communities, to promote appropriate antimicrobial use as a national and 

international priority. 

 Working with veterinary and agricultural communities to help educate users of veterinary 

and agricultural antimicrobials about antimicrobial resistance issues, and promote 

implementation and evaluation of guidelines that address these issues. 

 Encouraging the involvement of veterinarians in decisions regarding the use of 

antimicrobial drugs in animals, regardless of the distribution system through which the 

drug was obtained. 

 Conducting additional research to further define the effects of using various veterinary 

drugs on the emergence of resistance bacteria that infect or colonize food animals of 

different species, using different husbandry practices, and identifying risk factors and 

preventative measures. 

 Supporting demonstration projects to evaluate comprehensive strategies that use 

multiple interventions to promote appropriate drug use and reduce infection rates. 

 Encouraging more research on the role of commensal organisms (including anaerobes) 

and how they may serve as reservoirs of antimicrobial resistance. This could also be an 

important component of surveillance and monitoring to combat antimicrobial resistance.   

Many of the initiatives and incentives necessary to address issues within the three focus areas 
require funding.  Monitoring, surveillance, and data collection, education programs, and improving 
the pipeline of new antimicrobial drugs all require a financial investment.  Thus far, these 
endeavors, particularly on the animal side, have been chronically underfunded.  Therefore, the 
AVMA is strongly supportive of extending the TATFAR mandate to seek necessary funding to 
appropriately address the issues within its focus areas. 
 
We remain optimistic that the Task Force will continue to follow the mandate outlined and 
succeed in enhancing cooperation among the human and veterinary medical professions, the US, 
and the EU.   
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