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With Executive Order 13554, President Obama established the Gulf Coast 
Ecosystem Restoration Task Force in 2010 to provide guidance and advice on a 
range of issues impacting the Gulf’s ecosystem.  The Task Force, which is 
comprised of multiple Federal, State, and Tribal authorities, agencies, and 
individuals, was charged to develop and deliver a Gulf of Mexico Regional 
Ecosystem Restoration Strategy to the President.  The Task Force has recently 
published and sought public comments on its preliminary Strategy. 
 
The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), with expertise from its 
Committee on Environmental Issues (CEI), provided comments on the 
preliminary Strategy, which was developed by the Task Force with collaboration 
with and involvement by a wide range of stakeholders.  The Strategy proposes a 
science-based, collaborative, and integrative effort of multiple disciplines-working 
locally, nationally, and globally to attain optimal health for people, animals, and 
the environment, which also the essence of One Health.  The AVMA supports 
and is a leader in One Health.  
 
In the AVMA’s response, it applauded the efforts by the Task Force to develop 
strategies that are built upon existing efforts and for recognizing the current and 
planned advancements by many of the stakeholders for mitigating and 
preventing negative environmental impacts.  Among the many efforts recognized 
and promoted in the Strategy is the Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS) Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans (CNMPs). However, the 
AVMA disagreed with the Task Force including specific construction and fencing 
requirements for animal facilities in the Strategy since the Strategy is at a more 
overarching and less detailed level.  The AVMA stressed that regulations and 
practices pertaining to such need to be addressed at the State and Local levels 
and in consideration of many variables such as soil erosion factors, watershed 
contributions, species involved, stocking densities, heard health programs, the 
presence or lack of public health concerns with the species, and secondary 
negative impacts (i.e. to wildlife, the environment, and the animals being raised).  
The CNMPs as well as other guidances such as the NRCS Agricultural Waste 
Management System (AWMS) address these variables and help producers with 
the needed remedies for their particular situations in accordance with Local, 
State, and Federal laws and regulations. 
 
While some of the related AVMA policies are listed below, all AVMA policies can 
be found at www.avma.org/issues/policy. 

 Animal Agriculture Waste Management 

 Conservation of Wild Animals 

 Endangered Species Act 

 Environmental Responsibility 

 Prevent Entry of Foreign Disease Vectors and Invasive Species 

 Wildlife-Livestock Interactions 

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-25578.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/gcertf/pdfs/gcertfenlishver.pdf
http://www.avma.org/issues/policy
http://www.avma.org/issues/policy/waste_management.asp
http://www.avma.org/issues/policy/wild_exotic_conservation.asp
http://www.avma.org/issues/policy/endangered_species_act.asp
http://www.avma.org/issues/policy/environmental_responsibility.asp
http://www.avma.org/issues/policy/foreign_disease.asp
http://www.avma.org/issues/policy/wildlife_livestock_interactions.asp

