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The AVMA is the recognized voice for the profession, representing over 82,500 member veterinarians. The objective of the AVMA is to
advance the science and art of veterinary medicine including its relationship to public health, biological science, and agriculture.

FY 2013 Appropriations for
Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) / 7 USC 3101, Sect. 1415A

AVMA Position: Active Pursuit of Passage

Request: AVMA’s #1 appropriations request is level funding of $4.79 million for VMLRP.

 President’s FY13 request is level funding, $4.79 million.

Agency Account FY Authorized Final PL
USDA NIFA 2012 such sums $4.79 million PL 112-55
USDA NIFA 2011 such sums $4.79 million PL 112-10
USDA NIFA 2010 such sums $4.8 million PL 111-80
USDA NIFA 2009 such sums $2.95 million PL 111-8

Justification
 VMLRP will pay up to $25,000 per year towards qualified educational loans of eligible

veterinarians who agree to serve in a NIFA designated area for up to four years. Due to limited
funding USDA caps awards at 3 years.

 VMLRP participants provide veterinary medical care primarily for food animals including beef
cattle, dairy cows, poultry, swine, dairy goats, meat goats, and sheep in the USDA designated
area. VMLRP veterinarians protect the nation’s food supply and provide routine and
emergency veterinary services; services required for interstate movement of livestock;
Tuberculosis and Brucellosis testing; disease surveillance and diagnostics for state and
federal animal health programs; and herd health plans including preventive medicine, nutrition
and reproduction management consultation services. VMLRP veterinarians may also play a
role in a state’s veterinary emergency response team and take part in disease control and
eradication programs.

Background
 VMLRP was authorized in 2003, and congress appropriated funds each fiscal year beginning

in 2006.
 132 VMLRP veterinarians (78 of 80 veterinarians selected signed contracts in 2011; 54 of the

62 selected signed contracts in 2010). 419 VMLRP applicants (159 VMLRP in 2011; 260 in
2010).

 218 USDA designated veterinary shortages in 2011; there were 187 designated shortages in
2010.

 VMLRP veterinarians currently practice in 42 states, the Federal Lands and Puerto Rico. Just
8 states and the District of Columbia do not have at least 1 awardee (Alabama, Alaska,
Connecticut, Hawaii, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Oregon, and Wisconsin).
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