
October 13, 2011 
 

The Honorable Jeb Hensarling The Honorable Patty Murray 
Co-Chair, Joint Select Committee  Co-Chair, Joint Select Committee 
on Deficit Reduction  on Deficit Reduction 
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate 
129 Cannon House Office Building  448 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515  Washington, DC 20510 
 

Dear Co-Chairmen Hensarling and Murray: 
 

On behalf of the 81,500 veterinarians who are members of the American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA), I write to urge the Joint Select Committee to protect our nation’s food safety 
and security, animal and public health as well as our nation’s agriculture defense by sparing key 
agencies charged with these functions from deep and harmful budget cuts. 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Food 
Safety Inspection Service (FSIS), Agricultural Research Service (ARS) and the National Institute 
of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), as well as the Center for Veterinary Medicine (CVM) at the Food 
and Drug Administration work in consort to protect our nation's food supply from farm to fork. 
 

These federal agencies protect human health and the health and welfare of our nation's animals 
through prevention and control of zoonotic diseases.  They are also on the front lines of 
surveillance and response to foreign animal diseases, such as foot and mouth disease, and other 
diseases that could severely impact animal health, the nation's food supply and U.S. trade. 
 

Deep cuts to these agencies will have deleterious impacts on their ability to carry out the wide 
array of key functions including ensuring that meat, eggs and dairy products are safe for human 
consumption as well as their ability to oversee the health of the animals that produce these 
products so integral to our nation's diet and economy. 
 

AVMA fully understands that the Joint Committee must make difficult decisions on where to cut 
spending.  At the same time we urge you to protect our nation’s food safety and security and the 
nation’s public health by sparing these critical agencies from deep cuts.  Continued investments 
in animal health, livestock production, animal products research and food safety impacts global 
food security and what Americans and the rest of the world eat every day.  Thank you for taking 
this information into consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
W. Ron DeHaven, DVM, MBA 
Executive Vice President and CEO 
 

cc: Senator Max Baucus 
 Congressman Xavier Becerra 
 Congressman Dave Camp 
 Congressman James Clyburn 
 Senator John Kerry 
 Senator John Kyl 
 Senator Rob Portman 
 Senator Patrick Toomey  
 Congressman Fred Upton 
 Congressman Chris Van Hollen 
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