
 

 

June 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Robert Goodlatte 

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

The Honorable John Conyers, Jr.  

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Goodlatte and Ranking Member Conyers: 

 

On behalf of the many American businesses represented by the Marketplace Fairness Coalition, we 

respectfully request a hearing to examine a potential solution to the inequities between local and 

remote businesses sales tax collection obligations.  The problems with the current collection system 

harm local businesses, fostering an inequality in the marketplace that is fundamentally 

unsustainable.  A hearing will give all parties the chance to engage in a constructive and meaningful 

path toward leveling the playing field for all businesses.  

 

The Marketplace Fairness Coalition represents thousands of American businesses – large and small, 

as well as both brick-and-mortar and online.  In addition to a broad coalition of businesses located 

in every state in the country, a large group of stakeholders, including states and municipalities from 

across the country recognize that the time has come to pass legislation that would level the playing 

field and restore fairness to the marketplace. The depth of support among the seller community is 

echoed in the Congress where there is broad, bipartisan and growing support for sales tax fairness 

legislation.     

At issue is a decades-old Supreme Court ruling, issued in 1992 before the pervasiveness of Internet 

commerce, which prohibits states from requiring remote sellers to collect sales and use taxes owed 

on purchases from out-of-state vendors.  As you know, only Congress can grant this authority to 

states.  This has created an unfair price disadvantage for brick-and-mortar businesses, has led to 

base erosion for states as sales taxes go uncollected, and has placed an undue burden on consumers 

who do not realize they owe the sales tax if it is not collected by the seller. 

 

We welcome a comprehensive and timely review of potential solutions to fix the current sales tax 

fairness problem through regular order in the Committee.  We remain open to any ideas for 

strengthening or otherwise improving legislative proposals so long as the ultimate goal of leveling 

the playing field for all businesses and restoring federalism is achieved.  We are also committed to 

protecting small businesses through simplification of state sales tax statutes and creating an 

environment of business certainty moving forward.  

 

As the Committee continues examining this issue, please let us know if you have any questions.  

We would be happy to be of assistance. 

Sincerely, 

The Marketplace Fairness Coalition 


