
AVMA believes there is no scientific need for 
genetically engineered salmon to be labeled 
differently than other fish. 

What will this bill do? 
H.R. 584/S. 248 would amend the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act to deem a food as 
“misbranded” if it contains genetically engineered (GE) fish, unless it specifically bares a 
label stating that it contains GE fish.  
 

What is the problem? 
Given that GE salmon contain the same DNA as those from two other fish species, which 
have safely been consumed by humans for decades, AVMA believes that there is no sound, 
scientific evidence that shows that these modified fish pose a public health risk. Therefore, 
the association urges Congress to continue with its well-established and thorough scientific 
regulatory process and does not support adding unnecessary labels to GE fish. 
 

Why is AVMA opposed? 

AVMA opposes this legislation because it is inconsistent with its policy on the “Creation and 
Use of Genetically Modified Animals.” Under this policy, AVMA recognizes that since 
animals were first domesticated, humans have been actively involved in the selection of 
preferred traits that enhance the functional value and aesthetic appeal of specific animal 
breeds. At the same time, the policy reflects that humans have worked to preserve and 
improve animal health and wellbeing. Scientists’ ability to select for a specific genetic trait 
through controlled breeding has resulted in a remarkable variety of animal breeds that are 
both physically and functionally unique. The association states that the creation of new 
genetic-based knowledge through basic genetic research and the practical application of 
that knowledge should not be needlessly restricted so long as it does not impact the integrity 
of the environment and that the general health and well-being of the genetically modified 
animal remains preferential to human values and needs. 
 
In addition, the legislative language is inconsistent with AVMA’s policy on the “Use of 
Technology, Including Biotechnology in Veterinary Medicine and Animal Agriculture.” Under 
this policy, AVMA affirms the responsible use of technology to improve animal and human 
health and supports the opportunity to use technology for a variety of applications. The 
association states that the development of these technologies should not be impeded so 
long as they do not negatively impact health, safety, or welfare of humans, animals, or the 
environment. 
 

Status of the bill: 

• U.S. Rep. Don Young (R-Alaska) introduced H.R. 584 on Feb. 6, 2013, and it was 
referred to the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health.  

• U.S. Sen. Mark Begich (D-Alaska) introduced S. 248 on Feb. 7, 2013, and it was 
referred to the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions. 
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To Require Labeling of Genetically Engineered Fish 
H.R. 584/S. 248 

 

Key points: 

• Science has shown that 

genetically engineered fish 

do not present a food safety 

concern and do not pose a 

public health risk. 

• Though AVMA recognizes 

that consumers have a right 

to be informed about the 

content of their food, the 

association believes that 

labeling genetically 

engineered fish products 

may cause unnecessary 

public concern. 

• There is no sound, scientific 

basis for requiring 

genetically engineered 

salmon to be labeled 

differently than other fish. 

• Provisions within this 

legislation may have the 

potential to inappropriately 

circumvent a well-

established scientific 

regulatory process. 
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