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FY 2014 Agriculture Appropriations 
 

AVMA Position: Active Pursuit of Passage 
 
 

1. Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) / 7 USC 3101, Sect. 1415A 
 

AVMA FY14 Request President’s Request House-passed level Senate Appropriations 
Committee proposed level 

$4,790,000 $4,790,000 $4,790,000 $4,790,000 
 

Agency/Account Fiscal Year Pre-sequestration Final PL 

USDA/NIFA/Research & Ed 2013 $4,669,627 $4,436,146 113-2 

USDA/NIFA/Research & Ed 2012  $4,790,000 112-55 

USDA/NIFA/Research & Ed 2011  $4,790,000 112-10 

USDA/NIFA/Research & Ed 2010  $4,800,000 111-80 

USDA/NIFA/Research & Ed 2009  $2,950,000 111-8 
 

Justification: 

 VMLRP was reduced to $4,436,145, a cut of $353,000 in FY13 (2.513% rescission, $120,372 + 5% sequestration, 
$233,481). 

 Between 2010 – 2012, 174 veterinarians have signed 3-year contracts to practice in designated VMLRP shortage 
situations. In that time, there were nearly 550 applicants.  The fourth application cycle is underway. 

 Veterinarians receive up to $25,000/year towards qualified educational loans. VMLRP awards are taxed at 39%. 

 Veterinarians graduating in 2012 faced educational debt averaging $151,672.  

 In 2012, the average starting salary was $65,404. 

 VMLRP participants provide veterinary medical care primarily for livestock including beef cattle, dairy cows, poultry, 
swine, dairy goats, meat goats, sheep and equine in USDA designated areas. VMLRP veterinarians protect the 
nation’s food supply and provide routine and emergency veterinary services; services required for interstate 
movement of livestock; Tuberculosis and Brucellosis testing; disease surveillance and diagnostics for state and 
federal animal health programs; and herd health plans including preventive medicine, nutrition and reproduction 
management consultation services. VMLRP veterinarians play a role in a state’s veterinary emergency response team 
and take part in disease control and eradication programs. 

 
 

2. Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 
 

AVMA FY14 Request President’s Request House-passed level Senate Appropriations 
Committee proposed level 

$825,000,000 $797,601,000 $803,538,000 $825,800,000 
 

Agency/Account Fiscal Year Pre-sequestration Final PL 

USDA/APHIS 2013 $796,014,215 $756,214,215 113-2 

USDA/APHIS 2012  $816,534,000 112-55 

USDA/APHIS 2011  $865,000,000 112-10 

USDA/APHIS 2010  $904,953,000 111-80 

USDA/APHIS 2009  $876,675,000 111-8 
 

Justification: 

 APHIS was cut of $60,319,000 in FY13 (2.513% rescission, $20,519,000 + 5% sequestration, $39,800,000). Since 
FY10, APHIS has been cut 16.4% ($148,738,000).  

 The FY13 funding level severely hampers APHIS from carrying out its mission. AVMA urges Congress to restore 
funding to APHIS’ traditional animal health activities. At the very least, APHIS ought to be funded at $825,000,000, 
slightly above the FY12 level. 
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 A well-funded APHIS is a strong APHIS that can protect American animal agriculture. APHIS guards our borders from 
foreign animal diseases and protects the health and value of U.S. agriculture and our country’s natural resources. 
APHIS is currently working to prevent 160 animal diseases from entering our country and to eradicate harmful and 
economically devastating diseases. 

 An underfuned and weakened APHIS leaves America’s agriculture sector vulnerable. The Economic Research 
Service reported the 2012-marketed value of listed agricultural commodities exceeded $100,000,000,000 -- 
$74,000,000,000 for the beef industry and $45,000,000,000 for the poultry industry. Funding for traceability, disease 
surveillance and international services facilitates APHIS’ ability to ease market access and to help protect U.S. animal 
agriculture. 

 High priority services provided by APHIS include disease surveillance with special emphasis on the NAHLN; foreign 
animal disease/transboundary disease response capability including the animal disease traceability program; 
international programs integral to U.S. trade, and the National Veterinary Accreditation Program (which requires 
veterinarians be accredited to provide services on behalf of the Federal government). 

 The cost of APHIS employees abroad generates multiple returns on investment by maintaining and growing export 
markets for U.S. agricultural products – as well as awareness of disease situations around the globe. 

 
 

3. Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative (FADI) / authorized under section 1484 of the 
National Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 
 

AVMA FY14 Request President’s Request House-passed level Senate Appropriations 
Committee proposed level 

$9,980,000 $6,000,000 $7,000,000 $5,988,000 
 

Agency/Account Fiscal Year Pre-sequestration Final PL 

USDA/NIFA/Integrated Activities 2013 $5,837,522 $5,545,646 113-2 

USDA/NIFA/Integrated Activities 2012  $5,988,000 112-55 

USDA/NIFA/Integrated Activities 2011  $9,830,000 112-10 

USDA/NIFA/Integrated Activities 2010  $9,830,000 111-80 

USDA/NIFA/Integrated Activities 2009  $9,830,000 111-8 
 

Justification: 

 In FY13, FADI was cut $442,354 (2.513% rescission, $150,478 + 5% sequestration, $291,876) bringing the total 
funding for FADI to $5,545,646.   

 To address the large gaps in animal surveillance the FADI must be funded at $9,980,000, with $4,400,000 for 
baseline funding dedicated to the National Animal Health Lab Network (NAHLN). This would be leveraged over 22 
times by direct state appropriations to NAHLN labs. 

 FADI's programs include the NAHLN, the National Plant Diagnostic Network (NPDN), and the Extension Disaster 
Education Network (EDEN). NAHLN, NPDN and EDEN have distinct yet common missions in protecting U.S. 
agriculture and in supporting animal, plant and public health consistent with the mission of NIFA. 

 NAHLN is part of a national strategy to coordinate the Nation’s Federal, State and university lab resources. FADI 
provides baseline funding for NAHLN, which was developed as an agriculture early warning surveillance system.  

 During the past 11 years the NAHLN, composed of federal, university, and state veterinary diagnostic labs, has 
established the framework of a surveillance and emergency response system (not research) that provides critical and 
ongoing resources for surveillance testing, information management, quality assurance and the development and 
validation of new diagnostic tests. 

 NAHLN has the capability to test for economically devastating diseases and serves as our nation’s most vital early 
warning system for emerging and foreign animal diseases. Animal disease-detection criteria have been developed for 
the following 10 high-consequence diseases: Foot-and-Mouth Disease, Exotic Newcastle Disease, Classical Swine 
Fever (or hog cholera), High Pathogen Avian Influenza, Low Pathogen Avian Influenza, Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy, Scrapie, Chronic Wasting Disease, Rift Valley Fever and African Swine Fever. African Swine Fever 
(causes swine to have high fevers, reddening of the skin, hemorrhages in lymph nodes and internal organs, and 
occasionally enlargement of the spleen). 

 NAHLN has 12 core labs that receive NIFA support located at Cornell University, Louisiana State University, 
University of Georgia, Texas A&M, University of Wisconsin, Iowa State University, Colorado State University, 
Washington State University, University of California at Davis, University of Arizona, North Carolina Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services, and Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. NIFA also 
provides a reduced amount of funding for labs in 16 other states: IN, KS, KY, MI, MN, MS, NE, NJ, NM, PA, OH, OR, 
SD, TN, UT, WY. 
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4. Food Animal Residue Avoidance Databank (FARAD) / 7 USC 7642, Section 604 
 

AVMA FY14 Request President’s Request House-passed level Senate Appropriations 
Committee proposed level 

$1,250,000 $0 $1,250,000 $1,000,000 
 

Agency/Account Fiscal Year Pre-sequestration Final PL 

USDA/NIFA/Extension Activities 2013 $974,870 $926,127 113-2 

USDA/NIFA/Extension Activities 2012  $1,000,000 112-55 

USDA/NIFA/Extension Activities 2011  $998,000 112-10 

USDA/NIFA/Extension Activities 2010  $1,000,000 111-80 

USDA/NIFA/Extension Activities 2009  $806,000 111-8 
 

Justification: 

 In FY13, FARAD suffered a cut of $73,873 (rescission 2.513%, $25,130 + 5% sequestration $48,743). 

 With a $250,000 increase, FARAD can begin to establish a network of global drug approval data in a format 
compatible with the U.S. drug database. The database would include pharmacokinetic data of substances unique to 
each nation’s environment and production practices, as well as serve as a source of local regulatory expertise relative 
to import and export food safety. This idea dates back to 2000 but has languished due to inadequate funding. 

 No other federal or private entity duplicates work carried out by FARAD scientists who identify, gather, extract, 
analyze, generate, and extend residue avoidance information to determine scientifically-based withdrawal advice for 
veterinarians and livestock producers in situations involving accidental contaminations, agro-terrorism or legal extra-
label drug use in both major and minor food-producing animal species. 

 FARAD helps keep milk, meat and eggs free of drug or contaminant residues (pesticides, minerals, biologic toxins) so 
that they are safe for human consumption. 

 Producers rely upon FARAD when livestock are mistakenly exposed to environmental contaminants (pesticides, 
biotoxins, radionuclides, gas fracking water). During times of both small and large scale disasters (i.e., hurricanes, 
tsunamis, fires, oil spills, and nuclear incidents) the value and indispensability of FARAD is clearly evident. 

 FARAD is the primary source of information for veterinarians to comply with PL 103-396, Animal Medicinal Drug Use 
Clarification Act (AMDUCA). AMDUCA permits veterinarians to prescribe drugs in an extra-label manner to treat 
conditions for which there are no effective approved drugs. Veterinarians use drugs approved for both animals and 
humans to address animal health and welfare and to enhance public safety. AMDUCA requires a scientifically-derived 
withdrawal period for drugs used in an extra-label manner, thus necessitating the FARAD program. 

 Increased funding would allow FARAD to carry out all of the valuable services it is capable of providing, namely: 
improving the “real time” determination of withdrawals for legal extra-label drug use in food animal species; providing 
expert advice in situations involving accidental or intentional contaminations of food-producing animals; validating 
higher-level mathematical approaches for determining safe withdrawal periods; validating FARAD withdrawal 
estimates and expanding into contaminant exposure; broadening the Department of Homeland Security data 
elements and analyses; and one of the most important services, strengthening global FARAD for both safe imports 
and expanded domestic exports. 

 
 

5. Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) and Agricultural Research Service (ARS) 
 

AVMA FY14 Request President’s Request House-passed level Senate Appropriations 
Committee proposed level 

AFRI: $325,000,000 
ARS: $1,103,000,000 

AFRI: $325,000,000 
ARS: $1,103,000,000 

AFRI: $290,657,000 
ARS: $1,074,000,000 

AFRI: $316,500,000 
ARS: $1,123,000,000 

 

Agency/Account Fiscal Year Pre-sequestration Final PL 

USDA/NIFA/AFRI 2013  $275,500,000 113-2 

USDA/NIFA/AFRI 2012  $265,900,000 112-55 

USDA/NIFA/AFRI 2011  $265,900,000 112-10 

USDA/NIFA/AFRI 2010  $262,400,000 111-80 

USDA/NIFA/AFRI 2009  $201,500,000 111-8 
 

Agency/Account Fiscal Year Pre-sequestration Final PL 

USDA/ARS 2013  $1,019,000,000 113-2 
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USDA/ARS 2012  $1,094,647,000 112-55 

USDA/ARS 2011  $1,135,501,000 112-10 

USDA/ARS 2010  $1,179,639,000 111-80 

USDA/ARS 2009  $1,140,406,000 111-8 
 

Justification: 

 AVMA urges increased investment in animal agriculture research within the USDA enterprise.  

 The success of the agriculture and food industry plays a significant role in the overall health and security of the U.S. 
economy and annually produces hundreds of billions worth of food and other farm products, and provides a major 
foundation for prosperity in rural areas.  

 Investments in publicly funded research are critical for maintaining a successful agriculture and food sector. For every 
$1 invested in publicly funded agricultural and food research, $20 in economic activity is generated.  

 In December of 2012, the President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST), released a report on 
the agriculture research enterprise and concluded that “our nation’s agricultural research enterprise is not prepared to 
meet the challenges that U.S. agriculture faces in the 21st century.” In FY2012, AFRI was funded at only $264 million 
but received research proposals in excess of $4 billion. 

 
 

6. Animal Health and Disease Research/1433 Formula Funds / 7 USC 3195 
 

AVMA FY14 Request President’s Request House-passed level Senate Appropriations 
Committee proposed level 

$4,000,000  $4,000,000 $4,000,000 
 

Agency/Account Fiscal Year Pre-sequestration Final PL 

USDA/NIFA/AHDR 2013 $ $3,740,000 113-2 

USDA/NIFA/AHDR 2012  $4,000,000 112-55 

USDA/NIFA/AHDR 2011  $2,940,000 112-10 

USDA/NIFA/AHDR 2010  $2,950,000 111-80 

USDA/NIFA/AHDR 2009  $2,950,000 111-8 
 

Justification: 

 AHDR research includes a range of research related directly to livestock/poultry/aquatic species health including lab 
studies and research on metabolic and reproductive diseases; effective treatment and disease prevention; techniques 
to minimize livestock and poultry losses during transportation; handling methods; food animal reproduction; control of 
animal diseases transmissible to humans; livestock care; and animal welfare. 

 Section 1433 Formula Funds have been in existence since 1977 and provide a valuable source of funds for 
fundamental research on diseases of food producing animals. AHDR funds are critical for veterinary science 
departments to assist faculty in conducting research on agricultural animals and on-farm food safety programs.  

 AHDR funds support training for graduate students in colleges and veterinary science departments. NIH grants cannot 
support these activities. 

 
AVMA contact: Gina Luke, Assistant Director, Division of Governmental Relations, 202-289-3204, gluke@avma.org. 
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