
The AVMA is the recognized voice for the profession, representing over 84,000 member veterinarians. The objective of the AVMA is to 

advance the science and art of veterinary medicine including its relationship to public health, biological science, and agriculture. 

 

AVMA Priorities for 2013 Farm Bill 
 
REQUEST: Pass a new 5-year Farm Bill before the extension expires 
 
The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) urges Congress to pass a new 5-year Farm Bill before the 
current extension expires on September 30, 2013. 
 
AVMA’s top priority for the 2013 Farm Bill: 
 
 For several years AVMA has urged Congress to establish the Veterinary Services Investment Act (VSIA) 

which creates a competitive veterinary services grant program to develop, implement, and sustain veterinary 
services.  The program, authorized at $10 million annually, would require qualified entities to carry out 
programs that: 1) relieve veterinarian shortage situations, 2) support private veterinary practices engaged in 
public health activities, or 3) support practices of veterinarians who are participating in or have successfully 
completed a specified service requirement. A VSIA provision was included in both versions of the 2012 Farm 
Bill (S. 3240 Sect. 7103 and H.R. 6083 Sec. 7104). 

 
Other AVMA priorities for the 2013 Farm Bill include: 

 
 Foundation for Food and Agricultural Research (S. 3240, Sec. 7601, 112 Congress). This foundation 
to supplement the USDA’s basic and applied research activities, and supports providing it with total mandatory 
funding of up to $100,000,000 from the Commodity Credit Corporation. Federal funding is available only to the 
extent that the foundation secures an equal amount of non-federal matching funds for each dollar of 
expenditure. The foundation will solicit and accept private donations to award grants or enter into agreements 
for collaborative public-private partnerships with scientists at the USDA and in academia, nonprofits, and the 
private sector.  
 
 Food Animal Residue Avoidance Databank (FARAD) (S. 3240, Sec. 7306 and H.R. 6083, Sec. 7307, 
112 Congress). FARAD is authorized at $2.5 million annually, which supports a consortium of universities to 
identify, gather, extract, analyze, generate, and extend residue avoidance information to ensure that animal-
derived foods will be free of illegal chemical and drug residues, making them safe for consumers to eat. 
FARAD’s primary tasks are to establish withdrawal intervals for extra-label drug use for both major and minor 
animal species, environmental contaminants and bioterrorism. Typically funded at about $1,000,000, FARAD 
currently is unable to carry out all of the valuable services it could otherwise offer, namely: improving the “real 
time” determination of withdrawals for extra-label drug use; developing higher-level mathematical approaches 
for determining withdrawals; improving understanding of the statistics involved; validating FARAD withdrawal 
estimates and expanding into contaminant exposure; broadening the Department of Homeland Security data 
elements and analyses; and one of the most important services, strengthening global FARAD for both safe 
imports and expanded domestic exports.  
 
 National Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN) mandatory funding. AVMA supports mandatory 
funding of $30,000,000 to fully comply with Homeland Security Presidential Directive-9 by 1) optimizing 
surveillance and surge capacity of the NAHLN by increasing the number and level of participating state labs; 2) 
fully developing the infrastructure for electronic transmission of data between sample collectors, labs and state 
and federal databases; and 3) increasing efficiency and effectiveness of lab personnel training and 
employment both regionally and nationwide.  Absent that, AVMA urges an increase in authorized funding for 
Biosecurity Planning and Response (S. 3240, Sec. 7119; H.R. 6083, Sec. 7125, 112 Congress). The Senate’s 
provision authorized an increase to $20,000,000; however, an increase up to $30,000,000 is necessary to 
provide support for necessary personnel, equipment, training, surveillance, surge capacity, biosecurity 
upgrades, information technology support (secure communication, alert and reporting system), interagency 
coordination, data collection, evaluation, and processing. Obsolete individual surveillance labs need to be 
modernized to bring about diagnostic capabilities to conduct surveillance of the U.S. livestock population for all 
major foreign animal diseases of concern on a species by species basis. 
 

American Veterinary Medical Association Governmental Relations Division 
1910 Sunderland Place NW Washington, DC 20036-1642 phone 202.789.0007 | 800.321.1473 | fax 202.842.4360 

 



AVMA’s 2013 Farm Bill Priorities   Page 2  
 

 High-Priority Research and Extension Initiatives (S. 3240, Sect. 7207, 112 Congress). AVMA urges a 
Minor Use Animal Drug Program (MUADP) be added to High-Priority Research and Extension Initiatives. 
Federal support for MUADP is necessary because most drug approvals are sought only for those animal 
species that are produced in sufficient numbers to support large volume sales, specifically the major species 
including cattle, swine, chickens and turkeys. High costs associated with generating data necessary for FDA-
CVM approval leaves little economic incentive for animal drug companies to secure label claims for minor or 
specialty species; hence, few drugs are available for management of diseases in these species (such farmed 
bison, reindeer, deer and fallow deer, meat and dairy goats, sheep, catfish, trout, finfish, lobster, game birds, 
rabbits, and honey bees). In 2012 there was a backlog of 41 pharmaceutical compounds that had been 
requested by producers of specialty animal species. With an annual $2 million investment from the federal 
government, MUADP will help stimulate the U.S. niche animal markets while maintaining animal health and 
ensuring a safe, healthful food supply for consumers. U.S. gross annual farm gate income from production of 
minor animal species has been estimated by producer groups at over $4.8 billion– these farm gate revenues 
produce an economic stimulus to the Gross Domestic Product estimated at another $37 billion. 
 
 Competitive, Special and Facilities Research Grant Act (H.R. 6083, Sec. 7405, 112 Congress). 
AVMA supports adding research on identifying animal drug needs, generation and dissemination of data for the 
safe and effective therapeutic applications of animal drugs in minor species and for minor uses of such drugs in 
major species. The shortage of drugs for use in minor food animal species is a problem well recognized by 
animal producers, veterinarians, animal scientists, and regulators. American minor species producers need to 
have safe and effective products to keep their livestock healthy. 
 
 Animal Health and Disease Research Programs (S. 3240, Sec. 7108; H.R. 6083, Sec. 7110, 112 
Congress). AVMA supports a continuation of the Animal Health and Disease Research Programs at 
$25,000,000 for each fiscal year 2013 through 2017. 
 
 Regional Centers of Excellence (S. 3240, Sec. 7210; H.R. 6083, Sec. 7214, 112 Congress). AVMA 
supports an extension for the Regional Centers authorized $10,000,000 for each fiscal year 2013 through 
2017. 

 
AVMA contact: Gina Luke, Assistant Director, Division of Governmental Relations, American Veterinary Medical 
Association, 202-289-3204, gluke@AVMA.org  

mailto:gluke@AVMA.org

