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The AVMA is the recognized voice for the profession, representing more than 84,500 member veterinarians. AVMA’s mission is to 

advance the science and art of veterinary medicine including its relationship to public health, biological science and agriculture. 

October 24, 2013 
 
RE: Farm Bill Conference and Animal Health and Welfare Farm Bill Provisions 
 
Dear Farm Bill Conferee: 
 
The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) appreciates your efforts and commends you for working to 
resolve the differences between the Senate and House versions of the 2013 Farm Bill. As you work to reconcile 
the two versions, AVMA urges you to ensure that the final bill strengthens animal health and welfare as well as 
ensures a strong food and agricultural research enterprise. 
 
AVMA is the recognized voice for the nation’s veterinarians, representing more than 84,500 members, or roughly 
80 percent of all U.S. veterinarians, who are engaged in every aspect of veterinary medicine and public health. 
Among other things, our members protect the health and welfare of our nation’s animals, help ensure food safety, 
and protect animal and human health through the prevention and control of zoonotic diseases. 
 
AVMA first wishes to express its deepest gratitude for four key provisions, which have long been priorities for the 
association and many other veterinary medical organizations, that are included in both versions of the Farm Bill. 
Each provision will bolster our nation’s veterinary infrastructure and enhance the delivery of services that aim to 
protect animal and public health: 
 

 Authorizing funding for the NAHLN - National Animal Health Laboratory Network (S. 954 Sec. 12106, 
H.R. 2642 Sec. 12105). The NAHLN, which is comprised of federal, university and state veterinary diagnostic 
laboratories, is a vital resource that gives our nation the capability to test for economically devastating 
diseases such as mad cow disease, foot-and-mouth disease (FMD), avian and swine influenza, and classical 
swine fever. It also serves as our nation’s most vital early warning system for emerging and foreign zoonotic 
diseases to protect animal and public health and the nation’s food supply. 

 

 Authorizing a new competitive Veterinary Services Grant Program (S. 954 Sec. 7103, H.R. 2642 Sec. 
7104). The program is aimed at relieving veterinarian shortage situations and supporting private veterinary 
practices that are engaged in public health activities. 

 

 Reauthorization of FARAD - Food Animal Residue Avoidance Databank (S. 954 Sec. 7306, H.R. 2642 
Sec. 7308). This program has long demonstrated its value as scientists use it to identify, gather, extract, 
analyze, generate, and extend residue avoidance information to determine scientifically-based withdrawal 
advice for veterinarians and livestock producers in situations involving accidental contaminations, agro-
terrorism or legal, extra-label drug use in both major and minor food-producing animal species. 

 

 Reauthorization of AHDR - Animal Health and Disease Research program (S. 954 Sec. 7108, H.R. 2642 
Sec. 7110). AHDR is a valuable source of funds for fundamental research on diseases that affect food-
producing animals. AHDR funds are critical for veterinary science departments to assist faculty in conducting 
research on agricultural animals and on farm food safety programs. 

 
AVMA also applauds the inclusion of a provision that makes it a federal crime to attend or cause a minor to attend 
an animal fight (S. 954 Sec. 12209, H.R. 2642 Sec. 11311). By targeting not only those individuals who 
participate in animal fighting events, but also those who frequent them, this important provision will help end this 
abusive practice by putting organizers out of business. 
 
AVMA urges you to consider its position as you work to conference the two versions of the Farm Bill. 
 
AVMA urges the House to remain firm in keeping H.R. 2642 Sec. 7405 intact in the conference report. Sec. 7405 
adds to the priority areas that are outlined under the competitive, special and facilities research grant act: the 
identification of animal drug needs and the generation and dissemination of data for the safe and 
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effective therapeutic applications of animal drugs for minor species and minor uses of such drugs in 
major species. This provision is highly relevant for producers of farmed bison, reindeer, deer and fallow deer, 
meat and dairy goats, sheep, catfish, trout, finfish, lobster, game birds, rabbits, and honeybees. The U.S. gross 
annual farm gate income from the production of minor animal species has been estimated by producer groups at 
more than $4.8 billion. These farm gate revenues produce an economic stimulus estimated at another $37 billion 
to the gross domestic product. 
 
AVMA remains concerned over the meager funding levels that are devoted to food and agricultural research, 
which currently represent less than 2.5 percent of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s budget. The association 
urges you to support two provisions in S. 954, which aim to bolster that investment. AVMA asks the Senate to 
remain firm in keeping these provisions intact in the conference report: 
 

 The Foundation for Food and Agriculture Research (S. 954 Sec. 7601) would provide an initial investment 
of $200 million in mandatory funding to match private funding. The foundation would complement USDA’s 
portfolio of intramural and extramural research programs that help solve current and future challenges facing 
agriculture, develop new opportunities for American agriculture, and bring innovative technology from the 
laboratory to the marketplace. The United States must step up its investments in agricultural research to 
maintain its status as a leading producer of a safe, affordable and abundant food supply, and meet increasing 
demands.  The foundation can help provide funding for new concepts and ideas, high risk-high reward 
research, research to address knowledge gaps, translational research and emerging research needs. 

 

 The Farm Animal Agriculture Integrated Research Initiative (S. 954 Sec. 7208(i)) would help to address 
the lack of USDA funding that goes to support the animal sciences. The provision authorizes funding for high 
priority research in food security, one health and stewardship. As the world’s population grows and natural 
resources become limited, investments in animal agricultural research are needed to improve efficiency in 
order to continue providing a safe and abundant food supply for the growing global community. 
Advancements in animal science will play an important role in meeting these needs and enabling the future 
success of animal agriculture and the rural economy. 

 
AVMA also urges conferees to modify H.R. 2642 Sec. 7128 to extend the exemption for matching grants to 
include individual veterinary practitioners who may apply for the new Veterinary Service Grant Program. We 
remain concerned that the provision erects an unnecessary barrier that would be difficult to overcome. 
 
Thank you for supporting animal health and welfare and the provisions that bolster food and agricultural research.  
AVMA looks forward to working with you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark T. Lutschaunig, VMD, MBA 
Director, AVMA Division of Governmental Relations 
 
MTL:ggl 
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This letter was sent to 2013 Farm Bill Conferees: 
House Agriculture Chairman Frank Lucas (R-OK) 
House Agriculture Ranking Member Collin Peterson (D-MN) 
Senate Agriculture Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) 
Senate Agriculture Ranking Member Thad Cochran (R-MS) 
Sen. Max Baucus (D-MT) 
Sen. Michael Bennet (D-CO) 
Sen. John Boozman (R-AR) 
Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) 
Rep. Dave Camp (R-MI) 
Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) 
Rep. Michael Conaway (R-TX) 
Rep. Rick Crawford (R-AR) 
Rep. Jim Costa (D-CA) 
Rep. Rodney Davis (R-IL) 
Rep. Suzan DelBene (D-WA) 
Rep. Jeff Denham (R-CA) 
Rep. Eliot Engel (D-NY) 
Rep. Marcia Fudge (D-OH) 
Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA) 
Sen. John Hoeven (R-ND) 
Rep. Sam Johnson (R-TX) 
Rep. Steve King (R-IA) 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) 
Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-VT) 
Rep. Sandy Levin (D-MI) 
Rep. Tom Marino (R-PA) 
Rep. Jim McGovern (D-MA) 
Rep. Mike McIntyre (D-NC) 
Rep. Gloria Negrete McLeod (D-CA) 
Rep. Randy Neugebauer (R-TX) 
Rep. Kristi Noem (R-SD) 
Sen. Pat Roberts (R-KS) 
Rep. Martha Roby (R-AL) 
Rep. Mike Rogers (R-AL) 
Rep. Ed Royce (R-CA) 
Rep. Kurt Schrader (D-OR) 
Rep. Austin Scott (R-GA) 
Rep. Steve Southerland (R-FL) 
Rep. Glenn Thompson (R-PA) 
Rep. Filemon Vela (D-TX) 
Rep. Tim Walz (D-MN) 


