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The AVMA is the recognized voice for the profession, representing over 85,000 member veterinarians. The objective of the AVMA is to 

advance the science and art of veterinary medicine including its relationship to public health, biological science, and agriculture. 

February 26, 2014 
 
The Honorable Robert Goodlatte The Honorable John Conyers 
Chairman Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on the Judiciary Committee on the Judiciary 
US House of Representatives US House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairman Goodlatte and Ranking Member Conyers: 
 
On behalf of our nation’s veterinarians, the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) 
urges Congress to expeditiously level the playing field for local businesses whether they sell 
merchandise online or on Main Street.  The AVMA, founded in 1863, is one of the oldest and 
largest veterinary medical organizations in the world, with more than 85,000 members 
engaged in a wide variety of professional activities and dedicated to the art and science of 
veterinary medicine.  
 
Thank you for scheduling the March 4 hearing, “Exploring Alternative Solutions on the Internet 
Sales Tax Issue.”  We applaud your earnest pursuit of a workable solution to the problem 
resulting from the 1992 Supreme Court ruling prohibiting states from requiring remote sellers to 
collect sales and use taxes owed on purchases from out-of state vendors. This loophole 
generated an unfair price disadvantage for brick-and-mortar retail businesses, has led to 
budget shortfalls for states as sales taxes go uncollected, and has placed an undue burden on 
consumers who do not realize they owe the sales tax if it is not collected by the seller, leaving 
them to face penalties and increased scrutiny from state auditors. 
 
States are unable to recoup tax revenue lost to online purchases – estimated at $23 billion 
annually – without the help of Congress. This lost revenue is needed to support local 
elementary and secondary schools, colleges and universities, libraries as well as fire and 
police departments, hospitals and clinics, roads and bridges and other local infrastructure. As 
state legislatures grapple with tight budgets, at least some of the burden is shifted to local 
businesses and homeowners as property taxes increase, tuition and fees escalate, and 
services for an array of public services deteriorate.  
 
Congress needs to tackle this vexing problem and give states the authority to manage their 
sales tax laws while closing this burdensome loophole. Doing so will help all local small 
business owners, including veterinarians. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Mark T. Lutschaunig, VMD, MBA 
Director, Governmental Relations Division 
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