
May 14, 2013 
 
The Honorable Frank D. Lucas 
Chairman 
Committee on Agriculture  
United States House of Representatives 
1301 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Collin C. Peterson 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Agriculture  
United States House of Representatives 
2109 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairman Lucas and Ranking Member Peterson: 
 
On behalf of the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), I am writing to ask 
you to support the McGovern amendment to the Farm Bill that will prohibit spectators 
from knowingly attending animal fighting events.   
 
The amendment’s language is consistent with AVMA’s policy on animal fighting, which 
can be found on our website:   
https://www.avma.org/KB/Policies/Pages/Animal-Fighting.aspx. 
 
Animal fighting events can severely injure or kill the animals involved.  In addition to the 
severe consequences for animals, animal fights are frequently conducted in conjunction 
with other illegal activities (e.g., drug trafficking) and can incite additional violence among 
spectators coincident with that which occurs in the ring. 
 
AVMA has consistently supported federal legislative proposals during previous 
Congressional cycles that aim to prevent animal fighting events. While most states have 
recently adopted stricter laws that address animal fighting, enforcement of these laws has 
been challenging, proving the need for a combined federal and state effort to be most 
effective. By targeting not only those who participate in the events, but also those who 
frequent them, this amendment will help put animal fighting organizers out of business. 
 
We urge the full committee to quickly mark-up and favorably report the Farm Bill with 
the language that prohibits spectators from knowingly attending animal fighting events.   
 
AVMA is recognized as the voice for the veterinary profession, representing more than 
84,000 member veterinarians. AVMA’s objective is to advance the science and art of 
veterinary medicine, including its relationship to public health, biological science, and 
agriculture.  
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Please visit our website at www.avma.org/Advocacy/National/Congress for more information on this 
issue. If you have additional questions on animal fighting issues or other animal welfare issues, please 
contact Dr. Whitney Miller (202-289-3211, wmiller@avma.org). 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 

 
 
Mark T. Lutschaunig, VMD, MBA 
Director, Governmental Relations Division 
 
Cc: House Agriculture Committee Members 
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