RESOLUTION #7 — 2011
Regular Annual Session
PENDING WAIVER OF PRIOR NOTICE PROVISION
Submitted by
AVMA Executive Board

Revised Policy on Free-roaming, Owned Cats
RESOLVED, that the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) supports the policy
on Free-roaming, Owned Cats as noted below (deletions are struckthrough; additions are
underlined).
Free-roaming, Owned Cats
The AVMA strongly encourages owners of domestic cats in urban and suburban areas to keep them indoors.
veterinarians to educate clients and the public about the dangers associated with allowing cats free-roam access
to the outdoors.
Free-roaming cats may be exposed to injury, suffering, and death from vehicles; attacks from other animals;
human cruelty; poisons; and traps. Additionally, these cats are more likely to be exposed to feline-specific and
zoonotic diseases, and will prey on and can negatively impact native wildlife populations.

Statement about the Resolution
The existing policy was adopted in June 2001. It was reviewed by the Animal Welfare Committee (AWC) in 2008
in accord with the every-five-year review directive, and recommendations for revision were submitted to the
Executive Board in April 2009 and November 2010. Both proposed revisions were referred back to the AWC
because of concerns about their impact on “barn cats.”
The AWC continues to be concerned about risks to the welfare of freely roaming, owned cats. While they may
vary in prominence with respect to locale, these risks are essentially the same in urban, suburban, and rural
1
settings. Dangers to owned cats allowed to roam outdoors include injury and/or death from being hit by vehicles,
2,3
attacks by other animals, human cruelty, and exposure to traps and poisons. In addition, freely roaming, owned
4,5
cats are at increased risk of being exposed to feline-specific and zoonotic diseases. Accordingly, the AWC
recommends that current policy be modified to encourage veterinarians to educate cat owners and members of
the public about the dangers associated with allowing owned cats to roam freely outdoors.
With respect to “barn cats,” while using free-roaming cats for rodent control is traditional in many areas, it is not
an effective strategy when the goal is near total elimination of vermin, because the presence of cats limits the
6,7
ability to use baits, has variable and often low efficacy, and shelter and food provided for the cat may actually
7
encourage colonization of buildings by vermin. Cats may also present hygiene or accident risks and can serve
8
as disease vectors, particularly on farms.
The revised policy is a more concise version of a policy already adopted by the American Association of Feline
Practitioners (AAFP), and the AAFP has indicated its concurrence with the version the AWC is proposing for
adoption by the AVMA. The revised policy does not direct owners to not allow their cats outdoors, nor does it
restrict the keeping of “barn cats.” Instead it encourages veterinarians to assist their clients in making an informed
decision about allowing/keeping their cats outdoors by providing them with science-based information about the
risks associated with this practice.
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