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United States Depanmenr' 01 Agriculture

Olfic:e of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

JUL2 9 2003

The Honorable Bob Goodlatte
Chairman. Committee on Agriculture
U.S. House of Representatives
1301 Longworth House Office Building
WashinglOn, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in reply to your request of March 28. 2003, for a report on H.R. 1367. a bill
"To aumorize the Secretary of Agriculture to conduct a loan repayment program
regarding the provision of veterinary services in shortage situations, and for other
purposes."

The U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) rec01Illri.endsthat the bill be enacted
if amended to expand the defmition of areas of veterinary shortage situations and
to authorize' the Secretary to enter into agreements with veterinarians who have
shortage agreements to provide adclitionalloan repayment if the veterinarian agrees
to prov~de services 10 the Federal Government in emergency simations-

H.R. 1367 amends the National Agricultural Research, Extension. and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 to direct the Secretary of Agriculture to provide educanonal
loan repayment and related tax liability assistance to veterinarians who agree to
practice in veterinary shortage situations.

As the front line of defense in the war against animal diseases, USDA is keenly
aware of the serious need for veterinarians in ce~ geographical and practice
areas. In addition to the areas mentioned in the bill. USDA has been working with
the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) to identify other areas of
veterinarianshortage. '

As a result~ USDA recommends "matthe definition of veterinarian short.i:Lge
situations be expanded to include areas of veterinary need in the Federal
Government. '
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